PSC 3261 - Gender and Politics: Theories & Concepts

Introduction

This course introduces students to the theoretical and conceptual bases of gender and politics.
It will focus on liberal, socialist and radical feminist thinking along with an introduction to the
impact of feminist scholarship on the study of society, politics and culture. Key concepts of
feminist scholarship-gender, patriarchy, sexual division of labour, sexism, gender
socialization etc -- will be discussed in relation to the experience in Sri Lanka and South Asia.

Course Objectives

The objective of this course is to:

i. Enable students to understand how gender relations define and shape politics
and power, and

ii. Encourage students to apply theories and concepts of gender analysis to understand
political and social processes.

Expected Outcomes
At the end of this course, students are expected to:

1. Gain a critical understanding of how gender-based power relations are present in
social and political life, and

ii. Acquire an understanding of theories, concepts and debates in feminist
scholarship relating to power and politics.

Course Contents

1. Introduction to Gender Politics: Social and Cultural Construction of Gender

1. Gender & Sex
1i. Gender Relations
1i1. Gender Roles
iv. Gendered Person

2. Feminist Movement
1. First wave of Feminism
1. Socialist Feminism
1il. Liberal Feminism
1v. Radical Feminism
v. Other Streams of Feminism
vi. Impact of Feminist Scholarship on the Study of Society, Politics and Culture



3. Key Concepts in Feminist Understanding of Social and Political Relations

1. Patriarchy

1i. Sexual Division of Labour
1il. Sexism

iv. Gender Socialization

4. Political Power and Gender: The Feminist Critique.
i. Equality and Rights.
ii. Feminist Critique of Democracy.
iii. Women and Political Participation.
iv Gender and Emancipation.

5. Women and Politics in South Asia/Sri Lanka
1. Women and Nationalist Politics.
ii. Women and Equal Rights Movements.
iii. Women in Conditions of Armed Conflict and Peace.
iv. Gender and Democratization.

Assessment
Classroom Test 15%
Take-home Assignment 15%
Class Attendance and Participation 10%
End of Semester Examination 60%
Total 100
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