DMG 3243 — Population Forecasting for Social and Economic Planning

Course Objective:

The objective of this course is to provide the student with a knowledge on methods and techniques of population forecasting used in social
planning from a socio-economic and demographic point of view.

Learning Outcomes:

With the completion of the course the student should be able to:

i) Understand the concepts of social development and social planning in a demographic and socio-economic context.
i) Grasp the methods and techniques of population forecasting adopted in social planning.

iii) Apply these methods and techniques to practical data.

Course Outline:

Topic and contents Allocated number Allocated number
of lecture hours of tutorial and
discussion hours
i) Introduction
Economic development and it’s measures; concepts
of social development, social welfare and social
services; planning for social development. 3 1

i) Measures of social development:
Educational, demographic, socio-economic and social
welfare measures; social indicators relating to literacy,
schooling, health, morbidity and mortality, life
expectancy, quality of life, housing, standard of
living, gender equality etc. 6 2

iii) Population change:
Factor of population change in social development;
change in size, distribution, structure and composition
of population and their implications on social issues. 3 1

iv) Population estimates:
Estimation of future size of the population; use of
population growth models and balancing equation
techniques; National and regional level estimates;
Accuracy and consistency of population estimates. 6 2

V) Population projections :
Techniques of population projection as applied to
national and regional level populations with regard
to characteristics relevant to social development

planning.

a) Age-sex composition

b) Educational composition

c) Economic composition

d) Ethno-religious composition

e) Marital composition

f) Urban-rural composition 12 4
V) Social planning in Sri Lanka:

Social issues, policies and social development
programmes in Sri Lanka; economics and

politics of social planning in Sri Lanka. 6 2
Total 36 12
Grand total 48

Method of Assessment:

Technique of assessment Percentage allocated out of 100 marks
i) Two assignments each carrying 10% 20%
i) Mid-semester examination 20%
iii) Final examination 60%

Total 100%
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