DMG 3246 — URBAN DEMOGRAPHY

Course Objectives:
The objectives of this course are to provide the students with knowledge of

1. principles & definitions of Urban Demography
2. understanding of urban population trends, distribution, re-distribution and components
3. understanding of process of urbanization, de-urbanization, urbanism and consequences of urbanization

Expected Outcomes:

With the completion of the course the student should be able to understand:
i) the basic concepts on urban population trends, distribution and components
i) determinants and consequences of urbanization.
iii) urbanization process in Sri Lanka.

Course Content:
Allocated number Allocated number of
of lecture hours tutorial and discussion_hours

1) Introduction:
Definitions; nature and scope of Urban Demography; basic concepts
of urban places, urbanization and urbanism and significance
of the study of Urban Demography 3 1
2) Sources of data:
Sources of data on urban population, components of
growth, urbanization and townships
- census
- vital statistics
- sample surveys
- other records and reports 2 1
3) Size, growth, trends, distribution, and composition of urban population:
- general trends
- developed countries
- developing countries including Sri Lanka 5 3
4) Components of urban population:
- demographic components
- other components (eg. economic, and administrative policies,
annexation, de-annexation etc.) 6 3
5) Urbanization process:
- pace and trends of urbanization
- definition of urban places
- urbanization trends in general, developed
and developing countries including Sri Lanka 5 2
6) Consequences and implications of urbanization:
- demographic, economic and social consequences;
- urban growth and health, environment, employment structure and poverty

5 3
7) Urban population forecasts and projections 4 2
8) Urban policies 2 1
Sub Total 32 16
Total number of student’s contact hours 48
Assessment
Method Weightage
i Technical assignment 10%
ii Term paper 30%
iii End semester examination 60%
Total 100%
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