PSC 4291 - Conflict and Peace Processes in Sri Lanka

Introduction

Sri Lanka’s contemporary politics is dominated by the events and developments connected to
the conflict and peace processes. The ethnic conflict, the civil war and armed insurgencies,
failed attempts at peace through negotiation, external mediation, political and economic
dimensions of both conflict and peace are some of the key dimensions of these processes. Sri
Lanka’s conflict and peace processes is also the subject of a growing body of academic
research and theorizing, particularly in the field of conflict and peace studies. This course is

designed to raise the understanding of students of these issues with an exposure to the
growing body of academic literature.

Objectives
This course has the following objectives:

1. To enable students to identify and critically understand the main trends and issues
in Sri Lanka’s contemporary conflict and peace processes.

1. To make students aware of the academic literature relating to Sri Lanka’s
conflict and peace processes and enable them to use the academic analysis in

making sense of the different dimensions of the conflict as well as attempts at
restoring peace.

Course Outcomes
At the end of this course, students will have learnt to:

1. identify different facets and trajectories of Sri Lanka’s contemporary conflict and
peace processes,

ii. apply theoretical concepts in understanding and analyzing some of the key
dimensions of Sri Lanka’s conflict and peace attempts, and

iii. relate their own understanding of issues under study to the academic literature in
the field.

Course Outline

1. Origin and spread of the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka: From protest and mass mobilization
to civil war.

2. Attempts at a negotiated settlement and their failures and outcomes
3. Issues of negotiation, third party-mediation and external actors.

4. Conflict management, peace-building and economic development.



5. Ethnic conflict and state reform: possibilities and limits.
6. Militarization of ethnic conflict and its consequences.

7. Women, children and the conflict.

Method of Evaluation

Mid-term Test 15%
Assignments 15%
Final Examination 60%

Class Attendance and Participation 15%
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