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Message from the Vice Chancellor

It is my pleasure and privilege to convey sincere greetings to the Department of Sociology on
the celebration of the centenary mark of the study of Humanities and Social Sciences through
a research symposium. It is noteworthy that you commemorated in 2019, the half century mark
as a stand-alone department in the Faculty of Arts. | congratulate the Head, Academic Staff,
Students and Alumni for joining hands to organize a vibrant Research Symposium and
celebrate your achievements, despite the ongoing pandemic. The value of the study of
humanities and the social sciences is undisputable and must never be overlooked. The
capabilities of graduates are undoubtedly value-added through learning and scholarship in the
related fields, that contribute to the development of a holistic outlook within the family,
working environments, communities and our country as a whole.

From its very inception, many a young mind has been nurtured in your field to become a
capable professional with a humane outlook and contribute effectively to the progress and
development of our beautiful island. It is appropriate that as the pioneer university, we reflect
and reminisce the dedication and perseverance of our forefathers for paving the way for such a
conducive learning environment with academic excellence in the 21% century. Their successors
of today must treasure this legacy for the next centuries and beyond.

Multi-disciplinary research and the sustenance of an evidence-base forms the backbone of any
university. | am happy to note that in this respect, the Department of Sociology of the
University of Colombo has contributed effectively as a pioneering force in the local, regional
and international platforms. The staff and students are engaged in various path-breaking
innovative research projects that operate throughout the year. Your department organizes
seminars, field trainings, guest lectures and workshops frequently on contemporary and
relevant topics in order to facilitate research skills and broaden knowledge and student
confidence, which will lead to necessary metamorphosis in the academia as well. More recently
you have made effective changes within the framework of the COVID19 pandemic related
digital transformation.

| salute the committed staff of the Department of Sociology, who have contributed so much
towards the development of the varied sub-disciplines of your field at national, regional and
international levels. May the discipline of Sociology in the University of Colombo grow from
strength to strength.

| convey to you my very best wishes for a memorable discussion and dialogue.

Yours truly
Chandrika Wijeyaratne
Vice Chancellor

University of Colombo
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Message from the Dean n
T

As the Dean of the Faculty of Arts | consider it a great pleasure to pen this message for the
proceedings book of the Annual Research Symposium of the Department of Sociology 2021.
I note that this symposium is organized as a part of the lineup of celebrations at the Faulty of
Arts, University of Colombo to commemorate the centenary year of Social Sciences and
Humanities in higher education of Sri Lanka.

Established in 1969, the Department of Sociology today offers undergraduate and postgraduate
programs in the fields of Sociology, Anthropology, Social work and Psychology. It is the
second largest department in the Faculty of Arts and is a place well known for leading the way
in research and social engagement beyond the limits of the faculty. I welcome this new
initiative, the department’s annual research symposia and wish it continued success in the
coming years. The symposium theme of ‘Social Sciences and Humanities in the Digital Age
and in Pandemic Times’ indicates the vital contribution of the Social Sciences to understanding
contemporary trends in society. The number and variety of abstracts in the proceedings
indicates the existence of a substantial research community and the department’s own attempt
to foster a research culture is appreciated.

| also extent my greetings to the keynote speaker, Prof. Benjamin Schonthal, Professor of
Buddhist Studies at the University of Otago, New Zealand, whose contribution today on
Sociology and the Law is | am sure well received. | hope it may be the beginning of greater
collaboration between University of Colombo and the University of Otago.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Vice Chancellor of the University of Colombo
for her continued support towards varied academic endeavors of the Department of Sociology
and the Faculty of Arts. | would further like to acknowledge the symposium Chair, Prof.
Farzana Haniffa and the staff of the Department of Sociology for their effort in making the
symposium another milestone in the history of the department. | congratulate all contributors
whose enthusiasm and commitment to the symposium has led to the fostering of a strong
research culture beyond the limits of the Faculty.

Yours truly,

Senior Professor L. Manawadu
Dean

Faculty of Arts

University of Colombo
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Message from the Head of the Department

Madam Vice Chancellor, Dean, Faculty of Arts, Chair, Department of Sociology, my
colleagues from other departments, members of our department, symposium presenters,
students, alumni and other participating researchers. It gives me great pleasure to write this
message for the abstract book of the Department of Sociology’s first Department Research
Symposium. Today | am writing both as Head of Department and Symposium Chair. Although
addressing the issues raised by the pandemic, this symposium was initially imagined as one
that will be held face to face at a time when the pandemic was behind us. However, pandemic
conditions are ongoing and when such events—with the participation of our students who are
from across the country-- will be considered safe once again still seems unclear. The past year
and a half will be understood in the future as pivotal and transformative of the way we lived.
As symposium chair | am pleased to be taking the lead in encouraging early social science
research into this time and its effects on the Sri Lankan population. | am aware that there are
already many attempts made to ‘narrativize’ this experience. I hope however, that today’s
symposium will be the beginning of some sustained and reflective research into the impact of
these times on this country. The variety of topics that participants have focused on are
promising and are indicative of the many directions in which the story of these times can be
taken and told.

As the current Head, | feel privileged to be running a department with a group of senior
colleagues who have stellar reputations as internationally recognized experts in their fields, and
as respected and revered teachers. My junior colleagues who have either recently returned after
completing PhDs or are completing their doctorates abroad are full of promise and potential as
up and coming researchers in their fields. As one of the largest and most well-respected
departments in the Faculty of Arts the department of Sociology has been at the forefront of
many important developments at the Faculty. | anticipate that the department’s first Annual
Research Symposium too will be a step in systematically taking forward a department specific
research agenda.

The University of Colombo has been going through many significant changes in the past few
years and never more so than during the pandemic. However, what must be kept in mind is that
these changes also permit us to move out of outdated and calcified systems and better embrace
transformation as a constant in our time. Such a time of change also makes possible events
such as this. Staff and students have been compelled to carry out research under difficult
circumstances but have been able to produce work of value despite the difficulties. . Perhaps
one way of looking at the pandemic and its effects is that it enabled systemic changes that may
have seemed impossible before and better equipped us to embrace the new. The leadership
provided by our Vice Chancellor and the current and former Deans in taking this transition
forward is greatly appreciated.



Our keynote Speaker Professor Ben Schonthal is a scholar long engaged with questions of
religion and law in Sri Lanka and a researcher committed to the production of knowledge
locally and supporting local academics and scholars. One of these interventions is to enable
students from our university system to enter into PhD programs at Otago University. Under
this initiative Ben is PhD thesis supervisor to two former students from our department. Ben
is known for his grounded and sensitive work on the difficult intersection of religion and law
and the department will undoubtedly benefit from greater collaboration with Ben and the Otago
Center for Law and Society that he founded and is currently co- director of. I thank him for
accepting our invitation.

| thank you all for your support in taking this symposium forward at the Department of
Sociology and wish you all a day of productive intellectual dialogue.

Prof. Farzana Haniffa

Head of Department and Symposium Chair
Department of Sociology
Faculty of Arts

University of Colombo



Message from the Chair Professor

As the chair professor of the Department of Sociology, it is an immense pleasure for me to
issue a message to the symposium proceeding book and to welcome all of you to the
inauguration ceremony of the symposium. This year the Department of Sociology is organizing
the symposium under the theme of "Social Sciences and Humanities in the Digital Age and in
Pandemic Times", and it is also to mark the centenary year of Humanities and Social Sciences
education in the Sri Lankan University system. This year has been a significant year, as we
the department of Sociology, have decided to hold this prestigious symposium annually.

This symposium will provide valuable opportunities for the researchers and academics in the
field of Sociology and Anthropology, and related subjects, to showcase their research findings
that are important to expand our understanding of the world that we live in, the digital age and
in pandemic times. With a high number of participants expected this year, | hope that this
annual symposium will become larger and more substantial every year.

| hope that this conference will provide the participants a productive discourse not only in
aspiring excellence in research, but also in applying such findings to solve human problems
that are encountered in everyday life. As | see in the proceedings, some of the pressing
problems in our society will be covered in depth in our symposium by paper presenters. | extend
my wholehearted appreciation to them.

As | am aware, the success of any event depends ultimately on the many people who have
worked with us, in planning and organizing the event. | would like to thank Prof. Fara Haniffa,
Head Sociology, the Organizing Committee of the symposium and the Editorial Committee
who were responsible for the Conference Programme and the publication of abstracts, for their
tremendous effort to make this event a reality. 1 would like to thank all the members of our
department and non- academic staff for the support given in organizing this Webinar. Finally,
I would also like to thank everyone who submitted an abstract for the symposium. I offer my
congratulations to the presenters and wish them the very best in their future endeavors. | am
sure you will enjoy the symposium and would contribute to the development of the field of
Sociology in the country.

Thank you once again!!

Premakumara de Silva
Chair Professor of Sociology
Faculty of Arts

University of Colombo
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Keynote Address

A new story of Buddhist Law: Thinking about Empire and Interlegality in a Digital Age
Scholarship on nineteenth- and twentieth-century Asia frequently stresses the defining
importance of colonialism on the practice and conception of religious law. Colonial legal ideas
and agents, the argument goes, tended to transform the normative systems of colonized peoples
from fluid and pluralistic sets of practices to codified, stabilized, rationalized systems, which
Europeans could easily identify as “law.” In this keynote, I want to question this scholarly
narrative as it relates to Buddhist law in Sri Lanka. Drawing on a body of neglected monastic
legal manuscripts and pamphlets collected from digital and physical archives in Sri Lanka and
overseas, | hope to tell another story about the changes and developments in Buddhist legal
practice during the nineteenth century, one framed less by traditional dynamics of legal

pluralism than by dynamics of 'Interlegality.
Benjamin Schonthal

Professor of Buddhist Studies at the University of Otago,
New Zealand

ben.schonthal @otago.ac.nz

Benjamin Schonthal is Professor of Religion and co-Director of the Otago Centre for Law and Society
at the University of Otago, in Aotearoa/New Zealand. Ben received his Ph.D. from the University of
Chicago and has held visiting positions at Northwestern University, the Institute for Advanced Studies
(Bielefeld) and the Law School at the University of Chicago. Ben's research examines the intersections
of religion, law and politics in South and Southeast Asia. He is the author of Buddhism, Politics and
the Limits of Law (Cambridge University Press 2016) and a variety of scholarly articles. His current
research project, Law's Karma, examines the politics and practice of Buddhist law in Southern Asia.
With Tom Ginsburg, he is also working on a project on Buddhism and Constitutional Law.
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Major Challenges of Online Learning: The Experiences of Atulugama Schools

J.S. Fathima Sajlal, M.F.Famees?, F.Fathima Farha®

Education has dramatically changed with the distinctive rise of e-learning due to the COVID 19
pandemic. Globally over 1.2 Billion children are out of the classes due to the pandemic. As a result
of closure universities, schools, teachers and students had rapidly adapted to the digital learning
system (Charles.D, et al: 2020). Typically, rural people faced challenges such as lack of access to
social-economic, quality of education, health services, transport, marketing facilities even electricity,
they often live nomadic lives. (Bekithemba Dube;13,2020). Sri Lankan rural schools certainly have
problems particularly for them to require their systematic efforts. They have faced tremendous
barriers to online learning. Descriptive studies argue the main challenges in the online system of
Atulugama. to determine the study 50 government school students were selected from five
government schools as sample size under a simple random sampling method according to the list
provided by the Zonal educational center Kaluthara. The study is carried out as a mixed - method
approach by using qualitative and quantitative methods. Social science statistical package SPSS used
as Quantitative analysis, Qualitative Data is generated by a thematic approach by comprising research
objectives. Primary data collection was carried out with a self-prepared questionnaire and over the
phone interviews. As results we can deploy 80% of students were neglect the online classes in
pandemic period and also 90% of students argues that they have not available with proper devices to
continue their education in online system due to various reason. majority are explaining that network
connection is one of t major issue in online learning. in addition, students imply that expenses to
internet data and family economic status were negatively influenced for online learning. Based on the
findings of the study, the paper argues that rural learners are critical stakeholders in education with
the fight of COVID — 19.

Key Words : Online learning, government school students, COVID -19, challenges, education

! Department of Sociology, University of Colombo
2 Research Assistant, Medical Research Institute
% Department of Sociology, University of Colombo
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Differently Abled Students’ Educational Needs and their Future Prospects

A.N.N.M. Gunasekara®

In global context, though we are near the highest technological developments still Differently
abled people do not possess equal access to health care, education, and employment
opportunities, further they do not obtain the disability related services that they necessitate.
Though studies have been led by many authors, their studies were limited to study the
challenges. This article explores the challenges faced by differently abled students and
designing effective policies for the higher education with reference to the Sri Lanka’s higher
education. Our questions were based on research literature topics around existing and possible
barriers to higher education for differently abled students, addressing barriers to education with
policy implications and the role of communities in achieving the considerable inclusion to
higher education. The study conducted semi-structured interviews with key informants from
policy-makers, practitioners, researchers, academics, development agencies, and civil society
in reference to the special needs within higher education, further conducted case studies in
order to realize the circumstances they undergo on daily basis. In order to collect all the
differently abled students under a one net requires an effective multilayered and a long-term
policy approach. This paper addresses the inefficiency of policies, pressurize the contradiction
between management priorities and inclusive attitude with the institutional convivial
infrastructure. Further, academic staff have limited capacities and resources in order to guide
them towards their goals, so far lacking in the literature. Contemplation of the current and
projected situation in higher education with reference to the differently abled students in Sri
Lanka, proposes strong cooperative efforts between policy planning and implications,
institutional management, teaching and learning procedures, along with affirmative values and
attitudes cultivation, in order to ensure the successful inclusion of differently abled students

towards an inclusive higher education system.

Keywords: Disability, Educational barrier, Higher education, Policy implication,

IAssitant Lecturer, Department of Economics, University of Ruhuna

19



Effectiveness of Social Media for Education during the COVID-19 Pandemic with Special
Reference to the Undergraduates in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Ruhuna

W.M.D.C. Wijesinghe !, R.M.K.S. Rathanayaka ?, K.C.J. Kalubovila 3

The Sri Lankan educational system had a traditional framework before the Covid-19 pandemic.
There was an awakening due to online education. A considerable contribution is provided by
social media networks. The study indicates the suitability of social media on education during
the Covid-19 pandemic situation. This study aims to explore the significance of social media
networks and their suitability on educational framework during the Covid-19 pandemic
situation. The research sample was selected from 186 undergraduates representing the 1% year
to 4™ years from both Sinhala medium and English medium in the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences of the University of Ruhuna. This research was conducted using a quantitative
research design. A survey was used as a data collecting method of this study. SPSS and Excel
applications were used to analyze the data under the descriptive analysis method. WhatsApp,
Facebook, YouTube, Viber like social media applications are normally used by the respondents
as their communication methods. According to this study, WhatsApp is the most popular social
media network used among the undergraduates in the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Ruhuna. According to statistical evidence, it is represented as 49.2%
of total users of social media. Social media also have provided a significant contribution for
enhancing other academic-related skills including language skills, computer skills, research
skills, ability to share knowledge among friends, and the ability to gather new information are
the main findings. Finally, the study shows that a higher level of use of social media on

education during the Covid-19 situation.

Keywords: Covid-19 pandemic, Education, Effectiveness, Social media, Undergraduates
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Local Impact of Online Learning During COVID - 19
The Case of Young Bhikkhu students

W.S.N. Siriwardhana?, I.M. Dissanayaka 2, M.A.D. Madusanka 3, R.M.S.S. Rathnayaka

The study explores the local impact of the online learning process during COVID 19. Online
learning was a new experience to Sri Lankan undergraduates’ students. The lockdown and
social distancing implementation were introduced to prevent the coronavirus spread in Sri
Lanka. The education system got completely interrupted and in order to continue with the
academic process there was a need of a shift. The regular onsite format shifted to the online
learning, using Zoom and other platforms. Sri Lankan education became completely dependent
on information technology during this crisis. This study was carried out in the Bhikkhu
University. In depth interviews (n = 25) of students were used as a main data collection tool
and all the outcomes were analyzed through thematic and narrative analysis methods. The
results show that the majority of the sample is interested in online learning and most of them
have engaged in online classes and discussions during the lockdown period. They were
interested to interact with this new learning process and they were not seeking the traditional
onsite, teacher centered process and noted gathering education curriculum anymore. According
to the study it was clear that the young Bhikkhu students were satisfied with online education
but did not have access to resources and important readings. Although the respondents have a
good knowledge in dealing with information technology and some online learning skills, their
learning skills must be improved further. The findings of the study highlighted the importance
of online education for young Bhikkhu students.

Keywords: Bhikkhu Students, COVID 19, Onsite learning, Online learning, Social Science
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Education of Students with Disabilities COVID 19: Difficulties faced by Students with

Hearing Impairments

W.S.N Siriwardhana?, I.M Dissanayaka 2

In Sri Lankan society schools across the country took immediate decisions to shut their doors
due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Up to date many schools and education centers are following
online methods for the whole education process. No one involved in education is willing to
take part in the discussion about the Students with Disabilities education under COVID 109.
The main objective of this paper was to identify the difficulties Students with Disabilities face
in online education. Sub objectives were to understand the teachers and supportive staff
perspective on online education, understanding the parents’ perspective on online education
and identifying the strategies to overcome the difficulties in online education. The sample size
was 12. Sample was derided under purposive sampling method and semi-structured interviews
were conducted with 06 educational supportive teaching staff of Rienzie Alagiyawanna School
for the Deaf and Blind, Anuradhapura for Students with Special Needs and 06 parents of
primary students (Age 06 — 12 with hearing impairments). The lack of knowledge of the
teaching and supportive staff on online technology has become a major issue. The formal onsite
education system that gave attention and care towards the Students with Disabilities has
challenged under online education. Measuring students’ development and understanding the
needs and changes has broken-down. Physical and mental stability of Students with Disabilities
have been challenged. Activities like lips reading have completely collapsed under online
education. According to the parents of students with hearing impairment pandemic time was
a good time for them to understand their children and support them than before. Findings show
that a fixed process of training parents and encouraging parents to volunteer is a need of time

as a solution for the future wellbeing of students with hearing impairment.

Key words: COVID 19, Development, Online, Onsite, Students with Disabilities
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A Sociological Analysis of News Reporting During Covid-19 Pandemic:
A Review of the Sri Lankan Practices

M. A. D. Madushanka?, K. A. A. N. Thilakarathna 2, Keshani Munasinghe 3

The Covid-19 pandemic can be seen as an unprecedented occurrence in the history of the
humankind. Many incidents of everyday life changed with the spreading of the virus. Among
these new changes, the ways in which news was reported regarding the spreading of the virus
was criticized as being influential in creating a hyper-reality that was plagued by simulation.
This phenomenon was visible in the Sri Lanka context as well, where news reporting was
criticized due to its nature reporting, in which incidents were portrayed beyond their real facts
that resulted in incidents of religious-discrimination, labeling of individuals, social-
discrimination, promoting hate speech, social stigma and isolation of people. Therefore, this
study, by using a thematic and discourse analysis, while making special reference to four
selected incidents, endeavor to critically analyze how the news reporting helped to create what
has been hailed as a hyper-reality which can be defined as an inability to consciously
distinguish reality from a simulation of reality. This simulation can be defined as an imitation
of the operation of a real-world process of information, when it comes to news reporting related
to Covid-19. The findings reveal that, through news reporting, the institutions responsible for
transmitting news and information among its audience have used the hype surrounding the
Covid-19 pandemic to their own advantage by portraying a hyper-reality which is beyond the
ascertainable knowledge of the audience who are made to believe in the constructs created
through the news instead of the actual facts. It also showcases the power of news reporting in
getting news and information across to the audience and how media can make use of simulation
to capture the attention of the audience even with events that threatened the very existence of
the human kind. Therefore, it is concluded that news reporting during the Covid-19 has taken
people out of the core of the question to the periphery where the control of the reality is taken

up by the institutions given the responsibility of reporting the news.

Key Words: Covid-19, Hyper-reality, Social Constructionism, Simulation, News Reporting
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""Hate is Also a Virus': An Investigation into Covid-19 related Online Hate Speech in Sri Lanka

Senel Wanniarachchi?, Nethmini Medawala?, Prihesh Rathnayake?, Harindrini Corea*

Internet penetration in Sri Lanka has continued to grow in recent years. Social media, especially
Facebook has established itself as a key platform for the circulation of news, analysis and
opinions in Sri Lanka’s public sphere. Post-war ethno-nationalist mobilizations in the island
were, to a substantive extent, aided by social media ‘conspiratorialism’, with bizarre rumors
predominantly targeting minority communities, especially the Muslim community. These
mobilizations have continued to have an impact in the country’s electoral as well as extra-
electoral politics. However, the immediate and long-term impact such coordinated online hate
speech campaigns can have on social cohesion in Sri Lanka is a relatively understudied area.
The spread of Covid-19 pandemic which paralyzed, overburdened healthcare systems also gave
rise to a wave of hate speech and disinformation campaigns. This paper provides both a
quantitative as well as a narrative analysis of the harmful speech narratives that were circulated
during the Covid-19 Pandemic in Sri Lanka from April to December 2020. The analysis is
informed by Social media Watchdog Hashtag Generation’s on-going tri-lingual social media
monitoring efforts which monitor and archive online dangerous speech. The article argues that
the intensification of hate speech that is attributed to actors who tend to support the government
in general and the lack of sufficient government action to oppose such hate speech consolidates
existing divisive and dangerous rhetoric, further normalizes Islam phobic sentiment online and
continues to damage social cohesion and co-existence between different communities in Sri
Lanka.

Keywords - Covid19, Co-existence, Islamophobia, Harmful speech, Social media
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The Social Media Discourse and “Evolutionary” Digital Buddhism:

A Language Action Perspective

K.M.W. Vithanage?!, P.N. Abhayasundara 2, P.M. Jayaweera 3

Popular Buddhism is one of the key cultural aspects in present Sri Lankan society. Its main
cause is the characteristics of the path of the Buddhism which it currently travels. Digital
anthropology is a field that studies the complex relationships between human culture and the
concept of digital. Prominently, digital is a concept based on binary numbers which means 1
and 0. This research aims to provide some insight into the behavior of digital within the social
institution of religion. To accomplish these objectives the researchers utilized a Facebook page
(Siri Sadaham Ashramaya) and conducted an analysis through the comments from its
purposively selected posts and it was based on speech act theory. The theoretical approach for
this research is the first principle of digital anthropology: dialectic nature of digital culture,
developed by Daniel Miller and Heather Horst. A hypothesis was applied as: modern popular
Buddhism expand the dialectic nature of culture through social media that consisted with thesis,
antithesis, and synthesis as Hegal and Marx stated. Considering the results of the following
study, proved the hypothesis and the opinions of the respective audience’s reactions and
comments among the applied Facebook page, emphasized the dialectical nature of digital
culture which means the contribution to the increment of logical background of the culture.
Consequently, this study suggests that the modern popular Buddhism concept evolved into a
novel concept as “Digital Buddhism” and it can be defined as a new division of Sri Lankan
Buddhism such as that proposed by Gananth Obeyesekere and Richard Gombrich in 1988.
Researchers proposing a newly designed model to analyze the digital nature and the theoretical
perspective of digital anthropology utilizing the nature of modern popular Buddhism.

Keywords: anthropology, digital, dialectic, popular Buddhism, culture
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Low Income Urban Dweller’s Perception on Social Stigmatization during a Pandemic

Situation; A Study based on “Sayurupura” Condominium in Angulana.

H.L.S.De Zoysa'

The COVID 19 pandemic situation impacted on human social, economic, political and cultural
behaviour. Low income urban dwellers have also been affected by COVID 19 pandemic. This
community faced several problems when they adhered to new health care practices. Therefore
this study focused on identifying how low income urban dwellers reflect upon their existing
stigmatized identity corresponding to the pandemic. Since the major objective of this study
was, to explore experiences and internal reflections of condominium dwellers towards the
stigmatization during the pandemic, a qualitative approach was employed. Data was collected
from twenty in-depth interviews with community members in “Sauyrupura” condominium in
Angluana. Thematic analysis was used for the data analysis process. The analysis indicates
that, the low-income urban dwellers are highly likely to encounter social stigmatization and it
can lead to social exclusion. Consequently, the inhabitants (low -income urban dwellers) are
likely to be discriminated in accessing social services and securing their day-to-day
opportunities, such as within the job interviews, in the grocery shops and even in public
transportation. In conclusion, social stigmatization is identified to be a threatening issue during
the second wave of the pandemic and people who were subjected to quarantine were highly

vulnerable when they exposed to the public due to the stigmatization.

Key Words: Condominium, COVID19, Low income, Stigmatization, Urban

tUndergraduate, Department of Sociology, University of Ruhuna
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Life with COVID 19: Cultural dynamism, class condition and modification of

elementary forms of lifeworld

Samitha Udayanga®

The “Pandemic” which belong to history, and perceived to be a dystopian fiction has now
become a real lifeworld experience while jeopardizing every aspect of social life. “Life with
Covid 19” has now been promoted over the initial promise of “Battle against Covid-19”.
However, the changes brought in by the pandemic condition to existing moral reasoning has
not been adequately studied. Therefore, this study investigates how elementary rules of
lifeworld processes among urban middle-class families have been unconsciously-modified and
culturally absorbed in a time of uncertainty. An interpretative phenomenological approach was
followed in this study and fifteen in-depth interviews with urban middle-class families were
conducted. Thematic analysis of data reveals that non-mandatory lifeworld social actions have
become categorically imperative mandatory actions. As Covid-19 shakes the entire social
system, non-moral reasoning can fade out while conditioning them obligatory, so that no
alternative is presented. Urban middle-class families are likely to encounter an imbalance in
cognitive orientation so that they are unable to perform obligatory tasks, as that contradicts
with archaic desires/interests. Moreover, results/ends are given prominent place than the
method employed toward that end. Mean-oriented action decisions have been neglected while
justifying any mean toward the overall wellbeing. Overall, this study highlights that even
though the mean-reliant behaviour is vital for a just society, in a pandemic situation where the
entire social structure has been shaken, goal/end-contingent decision making in the lifeworld
is likely to be promoted.

Keywords: Class Condition, Covid-19, Lifeworld, Moral Reasoning, Pandemic Condition

Lecturer (Probetionary) Department of Sociology, University of Ruhuna
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Impact of Inflation and GDP changes on Unemployment:
A Study on the Sri Lankan Economy in 1985-2020

P.M.G.S.Nipunika!, W.M.Jayathilaka?

This study has examined the impact of the changes in inflation and Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) on unemployment in Sri Lanka using secondary data from 1985 to 2020. These three
vari-ables are considered as dominant macroeconomic variables in an economy.
Unemployment is a burning problem in developing countries like Sri Lanka. Specifically, it
has became a severe prob-lem during COVID 19. Many Sri Lankan workers have lost their
jobs during lockdown. Unem-ployment can be result on inflation and value of the GDP in a
country. There are number of studies on the impact of inflation and Unemployment on the
GDP. However, there are only few studies to be found on the impact of GDP and inflation on
Unemployment specifically in the Sri Lankan context. Present study addresses this gap and
with special attention given to the impact of COVID 19. Mainly, the study employs a multiple
regression analysis and correlation matrix analysis. Furthermore, it identified the trend of the
three variables and forecasted three years ahead values for the variables. According to the trend
identification of three variables, the quad-ratic trend model is acceptable to describe the long-
term movements of the Inflation, GDP and unemployment in Sri Lanka. However, the results
of the Regression analysis, did not indicate an influencing relationship of Sri Lankan GDP and
Inflation on Unemployment. It is important to identify the relationship, trends and future values
of these macroeconomic variables. Such identi-fication is specifically important in this period
of COVID 19 which have a negative impact on the economy. Study concludes that the Sri
Lankan government should pay attention to increase the growth rates of these three variables

in Sri Lanka while making policies to reduce the inter-mitted nature of them.

Key words: Inflation, Unemployment, Gross Domestic Product, COVID 19, trend identifica-tion
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Home in a high-rise housing project in the city of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Avanka Fernando!

My study focuses on home in a high-rise housing project and the everyday life of an urban
community in Colombo. My main research objective investigates processes, relationships and
means which afford resettled residents in an urban resettlement housing project in the City of
Colombo to construct a sense of home. This presentation concentrates on the impact of Covid-
19 on home in Sri Lankan society and culture. My field-site was situated in a high-rise housing
project in Colombo North, Sri Lanka which is home to diverse ethno-religious and socio-
economic groups. My research explores how people living in informal settlements in the City
of Colombo were resettled from wattas into high-density, high-rise housing complexes. | use
ethnographic research in the form of a household survey, life histories and participant
observation to investigate “lived experiences” of resettled urban residents in Colombo. During
the Covid-19 lockdown, participant observation, daily telephone and social media
conversations were used to keep in contact with my interlocuters. | draw from literature which
elicits ideas on how global and local processes impacts the concept of home. Data from my ten
interlocuters illustrates how social class, ethnicity and religion, gender, age, health status and
mobility, watta affiliations, access to kinship and other social networks, spatial arrangements
within the flat affect the notion of home within Colombo during Covid-19. In conclusion, my
research demonstrates how home is constructed in a resettlement housing project in the City of
Colombo, while being affected by global and local discourses of precarity and insecurity. This
study recommends building on the heterogeneity of urban communities and pre-existent

community structures and strengths to reduce the harm done to communities in times of crises.

Key words: Covid-19, Colombo, urban resettlement, home

! Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Colombo.
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Gamall’-19 Gevmiens (ervevlibsellel GBS HOTFTISHSHD GHBUBSHIHUW SHTHBMISHEI:
Fpad FLWE seonsFFy CHTeHE

The Impact of Covid-19 on the Death Culture of Sri Lankan Muslims: A Social, Religious,
and Cultural Perspective

M.F. Famees !, J.S. Fathima Sajla?, F. Fathima Farha, 3

Qb FUPHTWHH HeOTFIIHH e DIeHL WTMILGHBHINHD aUTDHMS Ul LF FLBIGHET (IpSHall
UmhlG eudlddamer. @mUUF FLmSTaEH 2 codenmmaiul FHuled 616060T FLOWMIBEHSHSGHD @
SILHISHELOTET  HIBHDAUMGD. @elleuT(h FLOUWSHMUBLD SleUTHEHHOHN  Heald ieuoTer @MU
SHOTFTISHDHenends O\BTeani(Beieney. Eerveomilulds HeOTFTIHBHED MeITerons SHLenen! HenBGauBBIeIH
SOTUTHaD, @OBhaauT WHTer o Mewwnsa|b, Spbhsafmerds @GeNiuTl L0,  SHL6L 6V,
CaTelsHe, SILSIDHOFUIHEH SLMOWDWTEHAD DIENLOHSHIGTTL.  (Lperoedibseie  HeOTFTIHIBES
LOTBTSES SHSHEID QFUILILILGEUSEITE EBHEHOHSBTE  SL ST HeanpGauBmedisd L6V LOTBBHIS6I
BBHIBITONHIL 6, HTHeRSTenaD gBUBSILeTengl. Bel SLUTEISH SISSHMBW LOTHBBEIS6Ts0
CFevauTdhGHF CFaSHHW HTTewNEHmen MDUWILDTHS CBTIB (LPSTCBHSLILL (heTengl. g Gsmail -
19 @Bol Uetemmer (Wevellb GBS SOTFNIHH60 gHULL  SHTHSBISM6N E6VRIMBF & LD6N6V
MOWILDTEHS OBTemi(h ITUISGBEH. CBTall-19 Seigl (perdelbseafent BMUILIFFLMIGHD HEOTFTTSHSH 60
goUBSHW  TBBRISMETULD, SIS0  GBULL  STHIRISMEMUILD  SLITUIUSIL 68T,  JHIeUTeT
ufbglenrsenemud  (patmaubHamg. Selamuialeme  GBOSTETOUSBHTHI  LIILFTT  Lule]
wepuiwed LWSLGSSLILL Betengl.  DeleurwiedBarer  wrdHflwmeng, CrTsTemedled  LpeoloTsLl
ueitiupgs  wrafl  wevpwiemtes  mErLetmalw  fHluled wedGeaupiul’ L Up8ssmisefledmbaid 15
@erveumi oNflehTEefLLD BHbHEH HHeUevH6T GUBLILIL (BelTenar. SLUIaSGHSH CHEMeUWITET HT6YH6MTH
(PSHEOTD  LBEID  EJNILTDBemevd  SHTYSeT  LWTUBSHSLILL B6TeNel.  LOJenTshaL enLDSH6ITene
BPenpCabpeugdled  aTewiliLGL  SBCUTmSW  FamcsanTarmer  Camall-19 @B@  (Weiteugmen
Blensveniouieuid Coupiheudleneas HeonaFTy CHTSGH VN MOWITHS CHTdH  SLITUISEIBS.
Obhd UIHBHTEDBEHHE G eusvieyl BLD auemnBuled HITe0H6T, LSHHNenBDH6IT, E6n6unTidSHemISH6r
ASLBBIEIBHHEID HHaULHET GUBLILIL L. GQUBLILLL $H6U0H6T  SHUGUITHET  UGUUTUIR]
wenpuied uGLUTWIEF GeuiwLl BeTengl. LOJeuTehESLmIDE6T DBBID  FLAIGHEMET (LP(LPENLOUITS
BLSS (pwmeno, URGsBLUL Sujeud Beienw, Gauighuiemer CeuaflubBSHSTmW, &HBLOLSDHETHET
THAHTD  LRICHBEsBHMBeny CUTETBABBTD gl (hd SLMWLWTE DBULFFLRIG SHTHSHHBES
o 'L (BetengiLair, GBy SiF&fliys seoranyd, CITESwsHms HI9F 6CFOID Bl HnHUlew
LOTBELD, Fepsd (PJeuiuTGsh HeoTamybd, SHfFHHe0 WBDBID DL wrerdeenn, LIB$Hs SeoTayTd
STHBD, (WPSHHMOI]  LMJHE  (PIQUITEND, LWID LBBID SIFFD 2 LUl U  HTHDShIBEHHE
® G SLILIBeUHMET @AelauTule] SN WLTEMUILBSHHIFEBSHI. EdbHe0TFNSH STHIMIS6TN60 B(HHHI
WeteugmaTen UfbHaemIHenemuD (LeTOILDTLS & 6B

BIweyFelFamsen : Carall-19, (wpeeibEeT, BBLILF FLIEBIS, BUTFTIL, BeVniend
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CaxtBm Bensvenouier Gumgl UL GuBB Gxpulemevlt GLEHBEHT L WwHEeM6T QUiIbBenauL 6T
Siemwhd umbuflul eumpeiluled ObgmhimeT: GUTHMBSH0T OFHBE SHgmo GFeusy Lifleneu
SYLIDLUITHS OSTNIL T U6y
The Revival of traditional practices connected with nature in everyday life: Malaiyaha Tamil
communities During the Pandemic (A Research Based in Bogawantalawa South Grama
Niladhari Division)

M. Kirshnasoban?!, N. Pasdevan?

@Aevmiemasuisd urealeaumdleam CaTCrmenT OCHTBBlenmed WdHeMer Fupd CUIHEMTSTT  euTballulsd
GamevmIBeT  QeUGeUTs  LTHBBLELHEHeTenear.  GHUUTE  @dsTeolIlGHuled  DILPeOLIBSHSLILIL L
OBISSLOTET (LPLSHDH60 [HlenevenLouNaed LodbSerflem GUIe0L UTDHMS TBBRISEHSHES 2 L LiLsoruie.
B amed  WHHeT  GWCTH  Bemewihd  UMILUfW  aumpeluled  (WeBENEEHBGL LSSl
Slef G leenerny. Slsleuensuisd Beueurwiaier Liysmer CBrésd GaTbm Blensvenouie CUTE LigaIudi
Oupsp Czxuleneols QLHHESTL L HHeMe BUIBENSILIL 6T SHIEDLOHS LIMFHLFIW auTDaIWIed DIDFRISHEm6I
ORRISTHRILSTSL.  HIouGTedwT wral L SHHer GuTseabHeotel OFmeG SHmwCsausy Lflaled o eitern
1591 @baiwssd GOhwunseisd DmbaH 80 GOHULUBISGET eeflw 6r(pTIBBI T IBLUL (LPedB CLPeVLD
05 ofzwrer  GGLUBESET) Oxfley QFLWILLG  AaMEOBTEHHIEHET oML THH  HIEYDH6IT
Crafldbaiiu Beener. Seaaumn GFasfledsliLl L (pHeoTd, Syewimd Henew SHreyssr Excel package
fpevld  LUGLUTWIOIBEG o LubBsSsiu’(h  (pyeset alugent FHUTHD, DleTeydT]  (LpemBUleVID
STLULLILL (BeiTenedt. LGUUTUIRSHET elps0ld QUBLILL L (9a|HeMeily, oameulsshsib6s o flul “BgFieat
seomy”, “FeuBsmsamus” Gumeiy QUIBME o _uie|samen BISTHL, GOBLU 2 mIITaTEeT eeBTS
DIDJHIHI 2 _6wie 2 L OCHTeTEHD (PemB, SBH6T WBHID JEIGSmeT SDQUILINL WTHs GlaTeniL HHEH6D
UPUTLG (B, AuIBms cpelamsdeilar SigliLenL wmer LT g eeushdwibd, umpbuflu g rbyl
BoHH @6l LWSTLGSHS M, BTLHMENF FisHFHD CFUIHen. CFmHard sfa|senmear ail B L6 |wer,
alovRigd  slasemer  SliuemLwned  OEmen(h  oilGU  UTeumIGGIW  ETFTUIETRISBB
wrsafiemer o BusHd  GFHL  BmIb  SwevaTselenLBu  Cueds 2 BuSdsmenL
udlibeHISECsTeTenD ey GuTam Gxhulemsols GLHHEHTLL wHHeMar BUIBENSHLL T DIEDLOHS
umribufw eumpeiluled SIDFRIBMET LDMeVWIEF @G0 SHTOTRNHIHICTENH 61603 HEOTFT]  GLD60IULIGD

Gamiur®GLer G&HTLILUL BeTenenoenwl @eleurieureig Geuellds QaTewtihbaieengi.
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People’s Expectations and Official Communication of the Ministry of Health During the
COVID-19 Period

ADNL Ruwanpathirana?, HVK Piyumali 2, BKD Lakmali®, AMAS Gunasekara*, SKRS Kumarasiri®

This study directly focused on finding out what the people in Sri Lanka expect from the official
communication of the Ministry of Health during the COVID-19 critical period.
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a newly
discovered coronavirus. Most people infected with the COVID-19 virus will experience mild
to moderate respiratory illness and recover without requiring special treatment. Older people
and those with underlying medical problems like cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic
respiratory disease and cancer are more likely to develop serious illness (WHO). The
main goal of this study was to identify people’s expectations from official communication of
the Ministry of Health during the COVID-19 period. This research is primarily based on
qualitative data and it was conducted with the participation of 130 respondents. This question
was directly posed to the respondents and they explained their views. A short discussion
ensued, and the respondents were given an opportunity to freely express their views. While
some of them gave short answers, the majority talked at length how they felt. Based on the
diversity of the sample used, the responses of the respondents also varied, and contradictory
ideas and information were also expressed. The following themes could be identified after
analyzing the data. Awareness on updated information, regulations, and circulars on COVID-
19; Identification of the positions of the western medical method and local medical method on
the COVID-19 virus. Awareness on current news related to COVID-19; Expectation to
know the availability of healthcare facilities related to hospitals and expectation to know about
global health tendencies. In conclusion although the public was conscious about the official

communication of the Ministry of Health.

Key words: COVID — 19, Ecpectations, Ministry of Health, Official Communication
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A Study of COVID - 19 Epidemic Awareness and Propensity to Use Indigenous
Traditional Medicine

Hansi Kankanamge?

Coronavirus Disease 2020 (COVID-19) is the official name of a respiratory infectious disease
caused by a new coronavirus. Sri Lanka has taken steps to combat the virus in a manner
different from the rest of the world. Cultural values, medical interventions, and diplomacy of
Sri Lanka have been used for this purpose. The main objective of this study was to understand
the awareness of COVID -19 Epidemic and the propensity to use Indigenous Traditional
Medicine. To achieve the target, a sample of 100 respondents was selected under the random
sampling method. Questionnaire have use in Online survey (Google Form) and have conducted
during pandemic. An Online survey (Google Form) was used to collect primary data. This
study also utilized secondary data sources from the World Health Organization and Ministry
of Health. Majority of the sample resided in the Matara District out of which 11 (10.9%) of
them were infected with COVID-19. The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are fever,
tiredness, and dry cough. Some patients also show symptoms such as aches and pains, nasal
congestion, runny nose, sore throat, or diarrhoea. Most people (about 70 %) recover from the
disease without needing special treatment. This study shows that the Health Department of Sri
Lanka took many decisions to prevent the disease and among them, Health and hygiene
awareness was the foremost. Respondents answered that they used traditional herbal medicine
to increase the body’s immunity, which is 77% of the sample. Furthermore, 90% of the selected
sample mentioned that they have not used traditional medicines before the pandemic situation
but have used traditional herbal medication during the COVID -19 Pandemic. According to
this study, 86% of the sample spent money (500 -1000 rupees) to purchase herbal medication.
Majority of respondents used indigenous medicines such as Coriander (Koththamalli),
Turmeric, Ginger, Veneer (Weniwalgeta), Kohomba Leaves. Nevertheless, as of now, there is
no concrete scientific evidence has been received to support the use of traditional medicine in

the treatment and management of COVID -19 in Sri Lanka.

Key words: COVID -19, WHO, Indigenous, Immunity

IResearch Assistant, Department of Geography, University of Colombo

40



VOB 51Rw : BBIBB 0 8wide D> BEA gRBEDES

»Og 8co® !

VOB e B8R BEds ©8R-19 Deecomed 0tdmaBm®@nc (Bt 308, eeden
2® B (Demarcation) woesS Sesisiem @ aBexisi®@n ot 0O @ s

DODE OBADHWO DS O R AED ar. S ¢ldes eedes P®ed aldmibe pE
B0m DD 00l YUere ks’ F1wd BB® £¢dm m0 VOB eedcs DOOE BueEs 88
0 & 0 20TY @dn alss®n @B A 886 u8wicwd (discrimination) @igses
0. B@rmmed e®8 8idm @I EO® BLBBHIEBS DB eel. eSO Bbedsen
DOeDCE @n ©¢»®D 2020 Dbss BE 8@ ©ved w1 @EHUHHE YO edR gdd o
Recid aPdHE VOB udhn B8RO ved 8ins @88 o3 BdeCrenkd v 3mbnD
DB emkd @ Oe. i0®ulnm eedes PO O DWED I /O eedes NODE
Bueco 86t 9em 0200 00 aiumBmd 0 83@isBwkd s8widud Guisten O 053
©® eedes H® ¥ Age O cadda (Visionary Experience) @@ #x538m 855 S® ©o
DB ¢l ©I0e® D@ s8nidn e derduens’ QR D DS 0BK) 6.
B@rowme OB B’ 0 »-Derds’ 005 B w@® »-D¢vr et B@EBBD @
BB HEZIOBILN BERBOE Bwoz8 3doEBs @ OCEE emedm 88»ica wms B8EAT
8Q003 BepDd @8 OB hmwoennd B O B DDEH I FRYID @
»8Bedm eedes »H® w1 Jhed HBomdm 86l ©n g@nd B8Ome S(d® ded
DBL®WO aBmc eEe AEBI aD.

89D e3¢ E@soz2003, 3890w, DOz erefcs, @m0, B

! 9oEmediBm Scu) weh230d¢s @oesio; @¢elne®xind, @odexio; 8udw, e@10Qd SdS¢sices.

41



Social Perspective of Prevailing Sanitary practices among Urban Population

K. Rewathy?

The condition of Sri Lanka is not in a safe hand for the pandemic. A lot of sanitation practices
and safe methods are followed by the urban population compared to village community. Since
the down town areas are seemingly crowded, people being extra vigilant towards their health
and protection. Every stores and public gathering places in urban, strictly following the
standard sanitary practices according to the government’s health guidelines. This study was
conducted to get the public perspective towards the prevailing sanitary practices and their view
point towards the continuation of the same. Therefore, 50 working individuals in different
sectors were chosen for the questionnaire survey through purposeful convenience sampling
method. Participants were chosen from different ages to gather various aspects of the particular
matter. Accordance with the public recognition of the phenomenon, individual health care
practices have been found. Common urban environmental issues were exposed by the
participants and the sanitary practices such: wearing masks, washing hands often, using
sanitizers, and having immunity boosting food. Youngsters and the mid aged community prefer
the continuation of the sanitary practices even after the pandemic. But the elderly community
refused to engage in such practices cause of the disability and inability. Advantageous of the
continuation of sanitary practices in the urban were given by the urban population. Therefore,
the public gathering places in the urban keep doing the sanitary practices in a prolonged
manner, which could mitigate more health issues in the future. Though the study is limited to
the urban area, this path could lead to further studies with different regions.

Key words: Covid-19, Health, Urban, Sanitary, Population
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