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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY
OF COLOMBO

It is my pleasure to send this message of felicitation to the Head of the
Department of Sociology, Chair of the Symposium, the organising
committee, and the presenters on the occasion of the International

Research Symposium 2022 on ‘Contemporary Uncertainties in South

Asian Societies’ held by the Department of Sociology of the Faculty of
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Arts of the University of Colombo.
It is a timely event to discuss uncertainties when Sri Lanka is facing a crisis in the economic
and political sectors. The social responses to uncertainty have caused further insecurity and
suffering amongst the lower social classes in the country. This is not a phenomenon unique to
Sri Lanka but something that is common to many countries due to the lag that was created by
the pandemic and the current war between Ukraine and Russia. It rather is imperative to discuss
such social issues by researchers and share their experiences and expertise. The symposium
has provided a platform for researchers to come together to develop evidence-based solutions
through the deliberations at the technical sessions of the symposium. | am certain that the peer-
reviewed publication of the scientific proceedings and the research papers that would follow
will make a lasting impact on the field of Sociology in the current times in Sri Lanka, South
Asia, and the world. I thank all participants for enriching the symposium with your presence
and contributions. | am certain that you will have quality academic discussions that will pave

the way for further research.

I convey my best wishes for an insightful symposium.

Senior Professor H.D. Karunaratne

Vice Chancellor - University of Colombo




MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN, FACULTY OF ARTS,
UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO

It is my pleasure to write this message for the proceedings of the
International Research Symposium 2022 organized by the
Department of Sociology, University of Colombo. The Department
of Sociology has been a pioneer in organizing well-timed
symposiums to deliberate on contemporary social issues. The theme
of this year’s symposium, Contemporary Uncertainties in South
Asian Societies is addressing the current situation of our society. The
symposium showcases research work of many experts and early
career academics who are attempting to analyse the precarious nature
of the current times we live in. | am sure it will be an opening for many fruitful discussions and
interpretations about the contemporary society.

The keynote speaker Dr.Pradeep Peiris is an expert in interpreting and analysing society using
a political sociological perspective. His recent book Catch-All Parties and Party-Voter Nexus
in Sri Lanka published with Palgrave Macmillan speaks of the root causes of the current
uncertainties faced by Sri Lanka. It is a great privilege to hear him speak at this occasion.

| take this opportunity to congratulate Prof.Farzana Haniffa, Head-Department of Sociology,
Dr.Tharindi Udalagama, Chair of the symposium and the organising committee for their
dedication and commitment to organise such a timely event addressing a very relevant theme.

I congratulate all the presenters and wish them the very best in their endeavours.

Senior Professor Lasantha Manawadu

Dean — Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo




MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIOLOGY, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF
COLOMBO

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to write this message for the
International Research Symposium 2022 of our department. The
conference theme is ‘Contemporary Uncertainties in South Asian
Societies’. Certainly, we are passing through a serious period of uncertainty
not only in Sri Lanka, or South Asia but in the world.

Within Sociology risk and uncertainty has become a major interest, most
notably with the publication of ‘Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity’
(translate into English in 1992) by German Sociologist Ulrich Beck. Risk
is defined by Beck as “a systematic way of dealing with hazards and

insecurities induced and introduced by modernization itself” (1992, p. 21).
The risks and hazards of the risk society are different than in the industrialized society, as they are more
widespread and serious. What is particular about the modern risk society is that the hazards of risk do
not remain restricted to one country only. In the age of globalization, these risks affect all countries and
all social classes. They have global, not merely personal consequences. Industrial society has created
many new dangers of risks unknown in previous ages. The risks associated with global warming are
one example. In the present era of industrialization, the nature of risk has undergone tremendous change.
Earlier, there was no absence of risk. But these risks were natural dangers or hazards. There was
earthquake, there was epidemic, there was famine and there were floods. But the risks in the modern
society are created by our own social development and by the development of science and technology.
Sometimes, we fail to ascertain the risk involved in a particular aspect of technology. For instance, no
one quite knows what risks are involved in the production of genetically modified foods, and mobile
phone. Nature is society and society is also nature; nature has been politicized, with the result that
natural scientists, like social scientists, have had their work politicized. | think uncertainties that we are
facing today cannot be understood without their political implications.

The International Research Symposium of our department is an important event because it facilitates
exchange of ideas and the establishment of inter-disciplinary links and dialogue at both local and global
levels. The organization of this annual Symposium was a team effort and many persons in the
department contributed to make this event a reality. | would like to thank in particular, Head of
Department, the Chair of the Symposium, the Secretary, the Organizing Committee and the Editorial
Committee. | would like to thank everyone who have submitted abstracts and wish them the very best
in their future endeavours.

Senior Professor Premakumara de Silva

Chair — Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo



MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIOLOGY, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF
COLOMBO

I am pleased to formulate this message for the proceedings of the
Sociology Department’s International Research Symposium. We are
living in unprecedented times as a country and we are aware that this
symposium is being held while many of our students and staff are
experiencing great difficulties in their daily lives. As a department
we are committed to nurturing a research culture within the
university that will critically explore pressing social problems.
Today our keynote speaker Dr. Pradeep Peiris will speak to us on
the topic The Economic Crisis and the Necessity of an Alternative Political Space and
contribute to the ongoing broader discussion in society regarding the country’s future political
direction. Dr. Peiris is an eminent local scholar with an extensive list of publications including
a recent book entitled Catch all Parties and the party voter nexus in Sri Lanka published by
Palgrave Macmillan (2022). As a department we believe that knowledge production should be
encouraged as a contribution towards understanding our country’s past and its current
predicament. It is important that academics provide the language and the framing regarding
economic and political developments in our country — particularly, but not limited to the recent
past, to bring about a greater, more equitable and just society for all. This process requires
knowledge production from a variety of perspectives and vibrant debate among those holding
different perspectives. We therefore take pride in providing this opportunity for lecturers and
students to showcase their work and participate in academic debates. While the culture of
publication is alive in the country, the culture of debate, where scholars engage with and
challenge one another’s work, still remains dormant. It is hoped that events of this nature will
encourage greater debate. This year we received 66 abstracts and 36 papers will be presented
in parallel sessions today. It is encouraging to see the interest among mostly younger scholars
to present their work. We hope that events of this nature will provide them a forum where not
just their research skills but also their ability to ask the most relevant and pressing research
questions and their interest in engaging with one another as well as with established scholarship
will be developed further.

Prof. F. Haniffa

Head — Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR, INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 2022

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the International
Research Symposium 2022 organised by the Department of
Sociology under the theme Contemporary Uncertainties in
South Asian Societies. This symposium was organised to bring
together research on uncertainties that are currently engulfing
our social and personal lives. The history of Sri Lanka is filled

with events that caused many uncertainties in the lives of Sri

Lankans. These events appear as sudden outbursts that arose
out of prolonged social unrest. The youth insurrections, the civil war, the tsunami, easter
attacks, the pandemic and the current eco-political crisis are such moments of outbursts that
caused uncertainties in the lives of Sri Lankans not only within the island but also outside of
it. Every moment illuminated an escalation of social suffering, political violence, and loss of
lives. However, this is not to say that people’s individual and communal resilience did not
surface. Sri Lanka has always found pathways to bounce back to life within the frameworks of
uncertainty caused by the events. One pathway to bounce back is through the heavy-laden
religious beliefs that govern the lives of Sri Lankans. Concepts such as ‘karma’ or ‘god’s will’
seem to allow people to come to terms with their losses and adversities. In another view, the
constant exposure to risk seemed to have seasoned the individual to adapt to a risk society
where life is lived very much in the present moment with less thoughts for a future. People to
survive uncertainties, also move to more deviant modes of coping such as narcotics, homicide,
suicide, and thievery. Consequently, a society that lives for the moment with a lack of hope for
a future is made. The symposium hopes to deliberate on moments of uncertainties, responses
to uncertainty, and the future of uncertainties through new knowledge created by researchers

on this timely topic.

On behalf of the organising committee, | wish you all an intellectually stimulating

symposium!

Dr. Tharindi Udalagama

Symposium Chair — Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Pradeep Peiris

Dr. Pradeep Peiris is Head and Senior
Lecturer of the Department of Political
Science and Public Policy, University of
Colombo, and Director and Treasurer of the

Social Scientists’ Association, Colombo. He

obtained his PhD in Political Science from o =
the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka in E i N

2014 under the NUFU/ NOMA fellowship 7/ 1 : \
scheme of the University of Oslo, Norway. "/ kit :” W

He is currently a Fellow in the research
consortium “Reversing the Gaze: Towards Post-Comparative Area Studies, led by the
Universities of Basel, Zurich, and Edinburgh, with collaborators from Europa, Asia, and Africa
and North America. Dr. Peiris has most recently authored the book titled Catch-All Parties and
Party-Voter Nexus in Sri Lanka (Palgrave Macmillan) and edited the book titled Is the Cure
Worse than the Disease? Reflections on COVID Governance in Sri Lanka (Centre for Policy
Alternatives). He has also published on a wide array of subjects ranging from electoral politics
to opinion polling, gender, liberal economy, and the democratic discourse in Sri Lanka. He is
a leading survey researcher in Sri Lanka with over two decades of experience and is the country
representative of the ‘World Association for Public Opinion Research’ (WAPOR) and
‘Democracy Barometer’. His current teaching and research engagements focus on Political
Theory, the Philosophy of Science, Quantitative Research, Democracy and Democratization,

and Research in the Social Sciences.
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KEYNOTE ABSTRACT

The Economic Crisis and the Necessity of an Alternative Political Space

Sri Lanka is both literally and metaphorically a bankrupt nation. The country that was
considered a model for emerging postcolonial democracies is, today, ranked as one with the
fifth highest rate of inflation in the world. For the first time in its postcolonial history, Sri
Lankans not only are experiencing an economic crisis of this magnitude, but also will have to

brace for very painful economic reforms to resolve the crisis.

Not only social scientists but economists also recognize, though grudgingly, the political
foundation of the current crisis, and advocate the need for consensual politics to overcome the
crisis. However, the political class who were the culprits of the crisis and are now appearing as
the agents of resolving it, seems to think somewhat differently. They are of the belief that the

current crisis can be resolved mainly, if not solely, through economic reforms.

In a parliamentary democracy, people engage in rule through their electoral representatives.
The political culture and the nature of political representation are dialectically related, and this
relationship determines the quality of a democracy. In an ideal democracy, representatives are
accountable to their constituencies, and therefore those politicians who fail to represent the
interests of the people who elected them are voted out of office. However, despite the
deterioration of economic conditions and political freedom over the past decades, many
politicians have managed to hold on to their parliamentary seat. This calls into question the
nature of representation, the nexus between political parties and voters, as well as the interests
that people expect their representatives to represent.

Almost all the parties are weakly institutionalized and heavily dependent on their national level
leaders. Therefore, instead of performing as an institution of representation, parties have
become groups of leaders who compete for the opportunity to occupy government offices. They
are organized as networks of political elites instead of autonomous institutions aggregating the
interests of their supporters. Over time, the main parties have widened their network by roping
in elites from business and bureaucratic classes to function as efficient patronage machines.
On the one hand, this has made the boundaries of the state’s sphere porous, encouraging
intrusion from various sectors. On the other, some state officials have become part of the party

programme, eroding the distance between the party and the state. Therefore, over the years,
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these main parties have largely shifted their attention to intrude into the state, instead of
focusing on forming governments. By exploiting state resources, the main parties have
managed to cultivate a network of patronage-based party-voter relationships, thus transforming
elections into an opportunity for citizens to negotiate with political elites to maximize material
benefits. In this context, people prefer to be voters and fulfil their private interests than be
citizens who engage with common interests. Decades of such electoral practices have
established a sense that democracy is an instrument through which people secure access to
resources instead of rule. As a result, there is an increased tendency of viewing electoral

democracy as a means by which rulers control the ruled, rather than the other way around.

Unfortunately, Parliament under President Wickremesinghe has neither the capacity nor the
intention to transcend the warped political ethos that post independent politics has produced.
Therefore, forming a new alternative political space is not an option but a necessity to steer the

country out of the current crisis.
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AGENDA OF THE INAUGURATION CEREMONY

9.00am - 9.05am Welcome
9.05am - 9.15am National Anthem
9.15am - 9.25am Welcome address by Head, Department of Sociology —
Prof. Farzana Haniffa
9.25am - 9.35am Address by the Chair, Department of Sociology —
Snr. Prof. Premakumara de Silva
9.35am - 9.45am Address by the Actg. Dean, Faculty of Arts —
Prof. Chandana Aluthge
9.45am - 9.55am Address by the Actg. Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo —
Prof. M.P.P.Dharmadasa
9.55am - 10.00am Introduction to the Keynote Speaker by Dr. Tharindi Udalagama
10.00am - 10.40am  Keynote Address by Dr. Pradeep Peiris
10.40am - 10.45am  Vote of Thanks by Ms. Luxhse Hariharan
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Session I [A] 11.00am to 12.30pm
Chaired by Prof. Iresha Lakshman

Challenges to Education in Uncertain Times
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Challenges & Prospects of E-Teaching & Learning in Social Sciences during the Covid-
19 Pandemic
H.A.S.U. Geethanjalee
Department of Political Science & Public Policy, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo.

Abstract

The contagious Covid-19 virus poses a number of challenges and difficulties worldwide.
Educational systems over the world have collapsed due to the Covid—19 pandemic and imperil
the normal academic routines. The Sri Lankan higher education system has shifted to the E —
Learning and Teaching system, but for social science undergraduates this has been challenging.
This study aims to identify the causes of students’ less preference to E-TL methods and to
sketch solutions for a new platform which lecturers should utilize and recommendations to
strengthen E-TL. The main research problem is, why do social science students still show
reluctance to engage in E-TL systems? A mixed methodology was utilized to collect data
through online questionnaires, observations, and discussions regulated for primary data
gathering. Furthermore, academic research and available online reports utilized as secondary
data sources. The data was analysed using MS Office excel and thematic frameworks. Research
findings indicate that social studies are primarily based on the reading and writing patterns
bound with physical library systems. Therefore, students did not pay much attention to
engaging with E-TL methods in their education since most subjects were based on Sinhala
language and online resources are rarely in Sinhala. Additionally, their poor English and IT
knowledge intensifies this problem. Virtual classrooms on theories and concepts have a
monotonous feel for both students and lecturers. Consequently, practicing with new and
creative methods of E-TL is productive and effective for both parties. Finally, this research
concludes that social science undergraduates are lagging behind with E-TL methods and
systematic programs are needed for social science undergraduates to get familiar with virtual
platforms. Students need to develop their skills and attitudes on E-TL combining with the
traditional modes and methods of learning.

Keywords: Covid-19, E-Teaching & Learning, Social Science
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Social and Cultural Impact and Portrayal of Caste in Tamil Speaking Hindu Society:
An analysis based on the Tamil Film of Pariyerum Perumal
Nadarajah Pasdevan
Department of Sociology, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Caste plays an important role in the lives of Hindus in India and Sri Lanka. Caste-based
discrimination is not only a problem but a basic function of life in areas with a large Tamil
Hindu community. In the history of Tamil cinema, some films talk about caste discrimination,
but the current reality is not shown in the film. But the film selected for this review, Pariyerum
Perumal (2018), perfectly describes how the arrogant actions of the upper caste affect the
marginalized and downtrodden castes. The main objective of this study is to identify the real
social and cultural implications of caste in the Hindu speaking society. The film's scenes,
dialogues, and symbols are analysed as a case study. Through semiotic theory, analyses of the
results are presented descriptively and photographically. According to the results obtained
through the analyses, the director portrays the impact of caste through the character Karuppi.
The colour of the dog is black. High society considers black to be the ugly and symbolic colour
of Dalits, but in reality, it is the colour of the proletariat. The director has effectively conveyed
the character of Pariyan by linking it to a black dog. “Red has more meaning and youth can
make it more meaningful”- this quote by Che Guevara is displayed in red on the college wall.
This verse shown in the film says that the voice of the youth should be for the revolution.
Ultimately two glasses symbolize the need for a debate on why members of marginalized castes
are served in a different glass? Glass teapots symbolize long-standing caste discrimination in
Hindu Tamil society. It shows that caste is still a remnant. Pariyerum Perumal is a very
powerful film that invites society to examine the misconceptions in the name of caste; it shows
the extreme nature of social discrimination among Tamil-speaking Hindus.

Keywords: Hindu Society, Pariyarum Perumal, Caste Discrimination
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Challenges of Household Self-Employed Women in Continuing their Self-Employment
with Special Reference to Mawanella
R. Moreen
Sri Lanka Teaching Service Schools

Abstract

Available sources show that women’s involvement in self-employment is increasing in Sri
Lanka due to various reasons. According to the World Bank report self-employed females in
Sri Lanka were reported at 44.45% in 2017. The current Covid 19 pandemic situation has
impacted self-employed women. The objective of this study is to identify how the pandemic
affects self-employed women. Self-employment is a way of survival; it is a strategy to balance
their poverty. The study was conducted in Hingula GN division, Mawanella, Kegalle district
using a questionnaire survey and interview methods. Fifty self-employed women consisted of
the sample in the Hingula GN division. They were selected through the snowball sampling
technique. This study found that 70% of the self-employed women’s monthly family income
is below 10,000 and 60% of them are either widowed, divorced or separated. Such socio-
economic conditions push them to become self-employed. The study findings reveal that self-
employed women’s challenges have rapidly increased after Covid-19 pandemic. Sudden
lockdown, difficulties in getting resources, high prices of goods, and lack of marketing
opportunity, low profit, heavy loan and instalment payments are the main challenges faced by
self-employed women. The study concludes that it is important for responsible authorities to
create a favourable atmosphere to encourage women’s self-employment. Introducing loan
schemes with lower interest rates, new policies and systems to continue their self-employment,
and empowering them to overcome their issues are some important considerations.

Keywords: Self-employed Women, Covid 19 pandemic, Lockdown, Grievance
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Social and Economic Impacts of Tourism in Pinnawala Area
P.K.U. Perera
Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management, Faculty of Management Studies,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale

Abstract

Tourism is considered as one of the largest and fastest growing sectors all over the world. It
contributes to the world Gross Domestic Production (GDP) in large amounts. The development
of the tourism industry includes both infrastructure and superstructure facilities at a destination.
Further, it also generates income and employment opportunities. Considering the community
at a specific destination there are both positive impacts and negative impacts. Therefore, it is
necessary to conduct a proper investigation to study the ground level impacts of tourism on a
host community at a popular tourist destination. Pinnawala is such a popular tourist destination
in Sri Lanka. The main attractions are Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage and the Open Zoo.
Adopting both qualitative and quantitative research methods, this research gathered the
required data by using questionnaires and personal interviews. The sample for the study
consisted of 100 respondents selected using the convenient sampling method. There are many
positive impacts in the destination such as generation of employment opportunities,
enhancement of living status, development of superstructure and infrastructure. On the other
hand, negative impacts such as increase in drug use, child labour issues, prostitution,
diminishing host community culture practices are also prevalant. According to these facts it
can be concluded that a proper tourism management plan needs to be designed and
implemented at popular tourist destinations to counter the negative impacts and enhance the
positive impacts.

Keywords: Tourism, Pinnawala, Socio-Economic Impacts
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Aging and Retirement: The Negative Experiences of Post-Retirement
W.S.N. Siriwardhana
Department of Social Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka

Abstract

Aging is a natural biological process associated with human life. Over time, the person ages,
and needs to adapt to that stage of life. Everyone has to accept the various opportunities and
challenges they face in old age. The study focuses on understanding the relationship between
the negative experiences of post-retirement life and post-retirement planning. Identifying the
negative aspects of post-retirement experience and recognizing the importance of managing
post-retirement life were the main objectives of this study. In order to collect primary data, 40
respondents were selected using a non-random, purposive sampling method. To ensure equal
gender representation 20 males and 20 females were selected. Data collection was done using
semi structured interviews. Findings illustrated that negative impacts are predominant in post-
retirement life. For example, major negative effects of retirement transition included job loss,
declining income and having to reorganize life activities, social isolation and changes to an
individual's social acceptance. The main causes for these negative consequences are due to
factors such as low income, low self-esteem and poor planning or lack of pre-planning. The
post-retirement planning was much more advanced among women than men. The study
emphasizes that the main reason for the difficulty in adapting to retirement life is not planning
adequately for post-retirement life. In conclusion, it is revealed that there is a direct relationship
between the negative conditions associated with post-retirement life and the lack of pre-
retirement management.

Keywords: Aging, Post-Retirement Life, Pre-Retirement Planning

33




New Paradigm Shifting of Sex Workers in Urban Slums of the Colombo District
during the Covid-19 Pandemic
H.A.S.U. Geethanjalee
Department of Political Science & Public Policy, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo

Abstract

Since December 2019, the covid-19 pandemic has expanded from China to a number of
countries. The main objective of the research is to identify the challenges to sex worker’s
economic, mental, social & healthcare wellbeing due to the new paradigm shifts between sex
workers and clients under the pandemic. The main research problem is, how did the sex
workers living in the urban slums in the Colombo district build their standard of living and
manage their clients under the pandemic? The research sample was based on the ‘Isuru Pedesa’
& ‘Havlock Town’ urban slums where 30 sex workers (18-45) age category were interviewed
through semi-structured interviews. The research findings explain that these sex workers often
did their jobs in public space and that younger sex workers connected with sugar daddies.
Travel restrictions, lockdowns disrupted their entire livelihoods, and many regular clients
refused to even make contact. The vast majority (60%) of the urban slums’ settlers were from
rural areas and husbands of some sex workers lived from their wives’ occupation. Lack of
income leads to domestic violence. Therefore, younger sex workers opted to work for the same
person for days. Consequently, they had to face social isolation, sexual violation, economic &
health problems. Interruptions to the employment of middle-aged sex workers led many to turn
to slavery as domestic violence escalated. In conclusion, sex workers are subjected to excessive
mental and physical difficulties due to the pandemic. Furthermore, sex workers are made
vulnerable due to the pandemic, many sex workers have resorted to other occupations and faced
sexual harassments.

Keywords: Covid-19, Sex Workers, Colombo Urban Slums
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Factors Affecting Professional Help Seeking Behaviour among Suicidal Elderly in Sri
Lanka

S. Rasnayake!, P. Navratil?
!Department of Sociology, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
2Department of Social Policy and Social Work, Masaryk University, Czech Republic

Abstract

Though the suicide rate is remarkably high among older persons in many countries, seeking
external assistance in dealing with suicidality is infrequent. There is no doubt that help-seeking
behaviour is critical in reducing suicide and suicide attempts, irrespective of age, gender, or
any other psychosocial dynamics. The existing literature indicate that seeking external
assistance for mental problems including suicidality is relatively higher among adolescents and
youth than the elderly. Previous research, however, has not sufficiently discussed the reluctance
for help-seeking of elderly who suffer from suicidal ideation. This paper attempts to respond
to this research gap, based on a qualitative study carried out in Sri Lanka. Objectives of this
paper is to examine the factors affecting low help-seeking behaviour of the elderly who
committed suicide. This research is primarily a qualitative study based on the
Phenomenological Approach. Thirty interviews with family members of older people who
committed suicide between 2015 and 2020, identified through the researcher’s social network
in various parts of the country, were investigated. The study found four significant factors that
limit the help-seeking behaviour of older people dealing with suicidality: a weak social
network, poor understanding of depressive and suicidal signs by family members, negative
attitudes relating to old age culture, and a crisis of personal perspectives in help-seeking. We
conclude that promoting mental health services to older persons and improving their help-
seeking behaviour in response to various life stressors would help prevent suicide among the
older population.

Keywords: elderly suicide, help-seeking, old age culture, social network, suicidal signs
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Populism, Protest and Mass Mobilisation: The Indian Narrative
Angela Kishore
ICSSR Doctoral Candidate
Centre for South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India.

Abstract

Populism has become one of the political science discourses whose characteristics are still
uncertain and contested. Despite everything, the undefined notion encompasses a broad range
of unprecedented movements, protests, and demonstrations, whether political, social, or
economic. Before diving into the conflict between democracy and populism, this paper
engages with the knowledge already offered by numerous academics. This paper adds to the
current research by focusing on the Indian context. As this article will expound on the concept
of populist culture, a large segment of the public supports the dissatisfaction of the targeted
group, making the issue more widespread in scope. In addition to addressing populist culture,
this paper examines populist occurrences that had occurred in the previous decade. Albeit;
populism is the central theme of this paper, which itself is in the construction process, as a
discourse; it is still in debate. In Indian history, the recent decade will be known for large-scale
demonstrations and a popular administration in authority. Populism, populist culture, and
protest were all aimed at making this country more democratic. While there has always been
some debate among political intellectuals regarding populism concreteness, what we find in
the Indian context is a polished view of populism toward the targeted people. As a result of the
political class’s conversations, a gap has arisen, allowing populist actors to emerge to the fore.
This article concludes by sketching the linkages between populism and democracy, as both are
inextricably intertwined, from a strategic standpoint. Because populism frequently serves as a
shadow image of democracy, the development of populist actors; is consequently because of
the loop generated by political praxis.

Keywords: Constitutional Expression, Democracy, Populism, Protest, Political efficacy
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Fighting Contemporary Uncertainties: The International Involvement (NGO, INGO
& Development Organizations) during the Post-War Peace Building Process in
Sri Lanka
A.M.R.S.K. Abesinghe
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University, Japan

Abstract

Living amidst uncertainties can be a herculean task for an individual or a community. Post -
war peacebuilding in conflict affected states can be identified as one of such key uncertainties
in the contemporary world & The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka can be taken as
a good example for such states. Thus, this study mainly focuses on the question; Do National,
International and Development Organizations practically address the grass root level in the
process of post-war peace building? Also, there is an in-depth analysis on how those
organizations take part in the process of post-war peace building and the major challenges
involved. In the research, the researcher mainly targets 10 organizations. The researcher could
identify that the overall 57% of organizations approach the grass root level prioritizing youth
(31%), Adults (15%) and women (11%). While analyzing the functioning of those selected
organizations, it was revealed that the ‘conflict transformation’ is the highly-targeted focus
area while democracy, human rights and governance, transitional justice, social cohesion &
reconciliation act as the second vital area of study. Accordingly, the researcher was able to
identify the lack of community participation, the negative influences of the Sri Lankan political
party-based culture, the lengthy policies & legal framework in the Sri Lankan administrative
structure and thereby stagnate the organizational contribution in the post- war peace building
process in Sri Lanka. Most importantly, the researcher suggests the need for a novel
peacebuilding model to remedy the negative consequences within the post war peace building
in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: National, International & Development Organizations, Post-War Peace Building
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Legislation to Protect Intangible Cultural Heritage in Libraries-A Promise to
the Present and a Legacy for Future
H.S. Samaradiwakara
Department of Law, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Cultural heritage is conceived as a part of the common heritage of mankind, and it includes
both tangible cultural heritage (TCH) and intangible cultural heritage (ICH). The UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development calls on governments to strengthen efforts to protect and
safeguard the world’s cultural heritage as well as to ensure public access to information and
protect fundamental freedoms in accordance with national legislations and international
agreements. As per the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
ICH is defined as practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills as well as the
instruments, objects, artifacts, and cultural spaces associated therewith that communities,
groups and in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage. Main 5
domains which manifests ICH are oral traditions and expressions, performing arts, social
practices (rituals festivals), knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe, and
traditional craftsmanship. Convention provides definition of safeguarding ICH as to the
measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the ICH including identification, documentation,
research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission. ICH are constantly
faced with the threat of destruction. To prevent dangers and threats and to avoid problems in
the first hand the existence of legislation is truly a blessing to a nation enriched with cultural
heritage. The paper utilized the qualitative methodology whereby the research surveyed the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Intellectual
Property Act No 36 of 2003 as primary sources. As per the results, the paper highlighted the
best practices such as urgent safeguarding list, in situ documentation of elements of ICH,
national inventory, dissemination of information, sanctioning system adopted in Philippines
towards the preservation of ICH and identified the Intellectual Property Act is not adequate to
preserve and protect ICH. The research also relied upon secondary data which include existing
literature, reports, scholarly articles. Research concluded by expressing the dire necessity to
enact a separate Act adopting the best practices in the Philippines and in compliance with
international standards.

Keywords: Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), Laws, Preservation
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The Spirit of Democracy in National Employment Guarantee Scheme: An Evaluation of
the E-Governance Initiative of India
I.A.C. Manosh Aravind
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, VET Institute of Arts and Science College,
Tamil Nadu, India

Abstract

The concept of Democracy has been strongly associated with ‘welfarism' and the emergence of
the welfare state. The theorisation of the 'welfare state' and the western notion of 'social
protection’ varies from the Indian welfare systems and policies. Out of many schemes that the
Indian state has designed towards elevating the poorer conditions of its citizens, one scheme
better known as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 has
guaranteed right to work provision to avail employment for a maximum period of one hundred
days/year. In this context, this research aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the new E-
governance reform, i.e. the DBT Mission introduced to the NREGA Scheme in 2013. The E-
Governance reform comes as part of a series of measures in development to make it ‘citizen-
centric’, which is accessible to the beneficiaries. The World Development Report-2016,
published by the World Bank, discusses the potential benefits of E-Governance, such as greater
transparency, greater accountability, and decentralisation. This research paper explores the
linkages between democracy and E-governance systems. The paper explores democracy from
three aspects, namely accessibility to the people, accountability of the state to its people, and
transparency of the state in its functioning. Here the research question investigated is: How
does the NREGA Scheme incorporate the elements of accountability, transparency, and
accessibility (in terms of inclusion and exclusion) with the initiation of the DBT Mission? It is
hoped that the study will bring the unexplored sociological dimension in E-governance systems
that form an intermediary between the state and its people and the changing nature of people's
participation in governance.

Keywords: Participatory Democracy, Accountability, Transparency, Inclusion and
Exclusion, E-Governance systems
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Gender-Inequality in Agrarian Sector During the Covid-19 Pandemic
H.A.S.U. Geethanjalee
Department of Political Science & Public Policy, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Abstract

The covid-19 pandemic presents a devastating threat to lives and livelihoods around the world
& it’s not only a health crisis but also an economic, social and specially gender-inequality
crisis. Some gender specific impacts are increased care burden for women and girls, and
gender-based violence. The objectives of the research were to identify the key issues faced by
the agrarian women during the pandemic in comparison to men. The aim of this research was
to investigate the differences of gender stereotypes in the family and in agriculture and provide
recommendations for accelerating the advancement of gender-equality in the agricultural
sector. The research problem is, why did agrarian state women become more vulnerable than
men during the pandemic period? Research sample was selected from age 15-50 category girls
and women from the ‘Parawila Watta’ - a predominant Tamil estate cultivating rubber &
sugarcane. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were utilized to collect data. The research
findings explained that violence against agrarian women has increased as covid-19 heightened
known problematic issues of financial problems, psychological problems, unnecessary
pregnancies in the family and labor exploitation, salary issues, sexual violence, job-insecurity
in the agrarian sector. The woman was the employee on the plantation, as well as the income
earner in the family. While married women worked in the agricultural sector, men worked in
public spaces outside the estate, and many men lost their jobs due to the pandemic. But they
didn’t join plantations and forcibly took the women’s daily wage. However, her daily salary of
740 rupees was also reduced under the pandemic. Finally, it’s clear that agricultural women
face a number of issues as an employee as well as in the family. She is unable to escape the
effects of patriarchy even in times of pandemic.

Keywords: Agrarian Women, Covid-19, Patriarchy, Vulnerability
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The Impact of Nutmeg Cultivation on the Village Economy
S.E.M.N.Y K Senarath.!, S.E.M.M.P.K Senarath.?
! Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.
2Department of Economics University of Kelaniya.

Abstract

Nutmeg is a minor export crop which is cultivated only in a limited area in the up country of
Sri Lanka. The attempt of this research was to identify how this cultivation impacts on the
economy of rural people and the barriers they must face. The study also attempted to find
solutions to overcome those barriers. The research was conducted among 300 families in
Kandy district. Hundred and fifty families who directly depend on nutmeg cultivation were
selected. The remaining 150 families cultivated nutmeg as a side income while being employed
elsewhere. Information was collected from these families through a questionnaire. The
collected data were analysed using SPSS software. From the analysis it was found that most of
the nutmeg cultivators get higher prices for their crops by selling the kernel removing the outer
cover. Some others sell them by drying nutmeg in the sun. With the income from nutmeg
cultivation, some people have achieved good prospects. But they rarely get necessary advice
from relevant agricultural officers to promote their cultivation and income. Some people who
have regular income do not directly sell their harvest but stock them. Those who grow nutmeg
as a livelihood are compelled to sell their crop soon after the harvest to the available market. It
is hard to do any under cultivation because nutmeg trees are large trees with branches. The
farmers should be provided with necessary advice to uplift their income, maintain healthy trees,
to enrich the soil, and to protect nuts from fungus to get a higher income.

Keywords: Nutmeg Cultivation, Village Economy, Rural Society
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The Effects of the Fertilizer Crisis on Food Security in Sri Lanka
L. Wijesuriya®, O. E. Muoneke? and R. Nanayakkara®

!Department of History, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.
2Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.

3Department of International Relations, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Abstract

Being one of the major agricultural states in South Asia, Sri Lanka has played and continues to
play a prominent role in maintaining the food networks of this region. This research will answer
the crucial questions of; 1) How has the fertilizer crisis affected rice production and
consumption? 2) How has the South Asian region dealt with similar problems of food
insecurity? 3) What are the ways in which the problems faced by small-scale producers and
consumers can be negated? As a country linked to others by rice imports/exports, Sri Lankan
food insecurity cannot be comprehended in isolation. The research will thus place the current
Sri Lankan crisis within the framework of the South Asian region. With the ongoing foreign
exchange crisis, certain factors in the agricultural sector have been severely impacted. In early
2021, the importation of agrochemicals including inorganic fertilizers, weedicides and
pesticides were abruptly banned due to the developing foreign exchange crisis. This research
will focus on the fertilizer crisis and its impact on rice production and consumption among
small-scale farmers and consumers. The research will utilize newspaper and scholarly articles
as secondary data sources, using interviews as primary data sources in order to explore the
research questions. Finally, this research will also take a look at potential measures which could
reduce the negative effects of the crisis on small-scale farmers and consumers. Drawing from
the researchers’ various fields, this research will explore the ways in which the region has
historically been linked in terms of rice production and distribution. Further, the human security
approach of food security will be used to analyse the effects of the fertilizer crisis on small-
scale producers and consumers. The research will also approach the specific agricultural
problems faced by the producers in order to identify feasible solutions to the crisis.

Keywords: Agriculture, food security, rice production, South Asia
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Contribution of Demographic, Social and Economic Factors to Permanent
Celibacy among Women in Sri Lanka

M.G.D.I.D Wijerathne

Department of Demography, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka
Abstract

This abstract is about permanent celibacy among women in Sri Lanka. Permanent celibacy is
defined as being single at the time of death and having survived at least till the age 50. This
topic has been discussed more in relation to females than males. Marital status and age at
marriage of women influence the determination of fertility in a country. Accordingly, it is
important to study permanent celibacy because celibate women directly influence the
population growth of a country. The main objective of this study is to examine the demographic
and social status of permanently celibate women mainly basing on the secondary data obtained
from the Household Income and Expenditure Survey 2016. Accordingly, it is possible to
identify the reasons and factors of females remaining unmarried until the end of the
reproductive age group in Sri Lanka. Ethnicity, religion, level of education, and occupation
play a major role in this research. When it comes to permanent celibacy among women by
ethnicity, 4.4% of women among the Sinhalese aged 50-54 are celibate. Among the never
married women, the highest proportion is observed among the Christian/Roman Catholics
followed by Hindus. Depending on the level of education, among the women aged 50-54 who
have never received school education, no one could be identified as permanently celibate. A
relatively large proportion (8.5%) of women with a degree or higher education, remain
unmarried until the age group of 50-54. Thus, permanent celibacy is identified among women
who have received a higher education. When focusing on the economic status of the
respondents 44.7% of respondents are engaged in economic activity. There are 23.6% of
respondents who are government employees, and the majority are private sector employees
(36.4%). Thus, it is possible to identify unique characteristics of celibate women in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Permanent Celibacy, Never Married Women, Life Expectancy
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