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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CHANCELLOR

Senior Professor (Chair) H.D. Karunaratne
Vice Chancellor
University of Colombo

It is with great pleasure that I issue this message to the proceedings of the 5th
Undergraduate Research Symposium (URSHSS 2023) organized by the
Faculty of Arts. First, I convey my sincere appreciation to the Dean, Faculty
of Arts, and the Undergraduate Symposium Committee for successfully
organizing this symposium for the fifth consecutive time at the Faculty of
Arts. I believe that this symposium is a valuable opportunity for our
undergraduates to share their innovative research findings and creative
scholarship in a public forum and obtain constructive feedback on their
research work.

Undergraduate research plays a crucial role in discovering new knowledge
and accumulating new skills that are essential for both professional and
personal development. Our belief is that research experiences provide
students with the opportunity to become more responsible and independent in
their learning processes and to reach enhanced learning outcomes.

Specifically, research in Humanities and Social Sciences provides a strong
foundation for exploring and understanding human experience and social life
through a critical lens. Therefore, students' research involvement in the field
of Humanities and Social Sciences is essential for preparing themselves for
better career opportunities.

The University of Colombo, as one of the thriving state universities in the Sri
Lankan higher education sector, is ranked among one of the best universities
in Sri Lanka and is devoted and committed to promoting research and
teaching excellence. Therefore, the University of Colombo upholds the view
that research and knowledge creation should be at the core of our teaching and
learning processes to drive progress and innovation. It is indeed a great
pleasure to see that the Faculty of Arts, being a pioneer faculty that promote

research in Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Colombo has
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taken a step forward to instigate progress and innovation through this
research symposium. I am confident that this symposium will offer a valuable
platform for our young scholars to present and publish their research work in a
way of generating and disseminating new knowledge which would widen
their future opportunities. The existing hardships and challenges in our
societies will create more demands on the higher education system to be more
adaptable and resilient. Therefore, Universities should have more focus on
developing employability skills of students through research, training, and
practical application of knowledge. To broaden and deepen what students
learn in the classroom, student participation in research should be encouraged
and facilitated. This will inevitably help our students to acquire a range of
skills that are deemed necessary for gaining better career opportunities.
Along with employability skills, undergraduate research offers numerous
benefits for students by enhancing critical thinking, stimulating intellectual
curiosity, and boosting student confidence and professionalism.

Once again, I congratulate the Paper Presenters, Organizers, Dean, Faculty of
Arts, and Chair of the Undergraduate symposium for their commitment and
handwork in organizing this Undergraduate symposium. I would also like to
thank the keynote speaker, panel chairs, and reviewers for their intellectual
contribution to making this symposium a success.

Finally, I take this opportunity to wish you a very pleasant and rewarding
experience at URSHSS 2023.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Senior Professor Lasantha Manawadu
Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to issue this message at the Sth
Undergraduate Research Symposium (URSHSS 2023) of the Faculty of
Arts. At the outset, I would like to congratulate the symposium committee for
successfully organizing this symposium consecutively for the fifth time. This
undergraduate symposium is a calendar event of the faculty and is a valuable
research opportunity for the undergraduates who completed their final
dissertations under different themes of Humanities and Social Sciences. I
fervently believe that this symposium will provide a platform for our students
to showcase their research findings and to obtain constructive feedback that
will help them to improve their future research. This symposium will also
provide an opportunity for students to present their research work in a
professional setting and to improve their presentation and public speaking
skills.

I am extremely happy to see that there is growing interest among our
undergraduates in conducting research and generating new knowledge
pertaining to their disciplinary domains. Undergraduate research is one of the
important experiences that can impact the career goals and innovation of our
undergraduates. It also provides incentives for gaining firsthand learning
experiences, evidence-based learning, knowledge creation, and pedagogical
efficiency that help our students to move beyond the traditional transfer of
knowledge. As we witness many challenges in the contemporary world,
research should be given more attention in our knowledge exercises and must
be instrumental in interweaving the demands of the higher education sector
and the job market. In this context, faculty-driven, job-oriented, and
institutionally supported research becomes more pivotal. Therefore, I
strongly believe this symposium will help our students to gain deeper
knowledge about research processes and apply theoretical and conceptual
knowledge in real-world contexts which is essential for enhancing
employability skills.
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I would like to take this opportunity to appreciate the hard work and
dedication of the symposium chair, members of the undergraduate
symposium committee, panel chairs, abstract reviewers, and those who
numerously contributed to the success of this symposium. I also take this
opportunity to thank Professor Nihal Dayawansa from the Department of
Zoology and Environment Sciences, University of Colombo for accepting
our invitation to deliver the keynote speech at this symposium. My sincere
thanks also go out to the AHEAD project funded by the World Bank, the
Colombo University Press, and various other institutions and individuals who
contributed to making this symposium a great success. Finally, I congratulate
the undergraduates who are going to share their research findings at this
symposium and wish you a very successful research experience with
URSHSS 2023.



MESSAGE FROM THE SYMPOSIUM CO-CHAIR

i

Ms. Crishni Silva Dr. Mahesh Premarathna

Symposium Co-Chair, Symposium Co-Chair,
URSHSS 2023 URSHSS 2023

On behalf of the organizing committee, it is a great pleasure to welcome you
to the 5th Undergraduate Research Symposium on Humanities and Social
Sciences (URSHSS) of the Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo 2023.
URSHSS is an important event that provides a platform for fresh researchers
of the faculty to disseminate their research work, exchange knowledge, and
shed light on insights from their academic journey. This year the symposium
is held on 5th October 2023 at the Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo.
This book brings together the abstracts of papers that are presented at the
URSHSS 2023. It includes over 80 abstracts by fresh graduates from more
than 10 academic departments and units of the faculty.

Acceptance of abstracts in this symposium was not limited to a review
process. Three simultaneous three workshops were organized for abstract
presenters to present a successful research paper in three stages with the
participation of academic experts from the faculty. The three workshops were
organized under the following topics: “How to write an abstract?”, “How to
adhere to reviewers' comments?”’, and “How to present a research paper at an
international conference?”.

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Professor Nihal Dayawansa,
Department of Zoology, University of Colombo for accepting our invitation
as the Keynote Speaker for this year's Undergraduate Research Symposium.
We thank the Vice-Chancellor, Senior Professor H. D. Karunarathne for his
guidance and for gracing this occasion as our Chief Guest. We are thankful for
the excellent and humble leadership of the Dean, Faculty of Arts, Senior

-X1-



Professor Lasantha Manawadu who always encourages us to succeed. The
success of every event depends on the hard work and dedication of its
organizing committee. We had a great organizing committee with such great
team spirit, and we thank them most sincerely.

Finally, we congratulate all the paper presenters of URSHSS 2023, we hope
they have an innovative and exciting experience.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor P. N. Dayawansa

Professor in Zoology, University of Colombo
B. Sc. (Hon) Zoology Special (Colombo),

Ph. D. (Aberdeen), FI. Biol., C. Biol.

Chartered Biologist

President, Field Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka.

Prof. Nihal Dayawansa is a distinguished academic and researcher in
Zoology and Environmental Sciences. Graduating with a B.Sc. Hons.
(Zoology) in 1990 from University of Colombo, he was awarded the
prestigious Commonwealth Scholarship, and earned his Ph.D. in Behavioral
Ecology from University of Aberdeen, UK, in 1996. Upon returning to serve
his motherland, he resumed his career as a Lecturer and currently serving as a
Professor in Zoology. He inspires and educates future generations of
scientists, pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge. In recognition of
his expertise and contributions to the field, Prof. Dayawansa was honored as a
Fellow of the Institute of Biology. He is a Chartered Biologist, and his
academic influence extends beyond Sri Lanka. He has served as an Associate
Professor in Biology at the Fiji National University (2014-2016).

Prof. Dayawansa is an exemplary scientist. He is committed to upholding the
highest standards of scientific research and ethical conduct. His notable
achievements include the discovery and description of several new species
including Bufo kotagamai (Kotagama's dwarf toad). Interestingly, a shrub
frog Pseudophilautus dayawansai has been named in honor of his
contributions to herpetology. He is a Biodiversity Expert for the Species
Survival Commission and has contributed to critical conservation efforts. His
expertise in management planning, EIA, IEE, and biodiversity surveys has
played a pivotal role in shaping sustainable development initiatives. Prof.
Dayawansa's commitment to education is not limited to the classroom but
extends to various administrative roles of Program Director of Diploma in
Wildlife Management. He was the National Coordinator of Pre-orientation
for New Entrants to Universities (2012). As a Faunal Expert of the Research
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Committee of the Department of Forest Conservation, he plays a key role in
shaping conservation strategies. Prof. Dayawansa is the current President of
the Field Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka (FOGSL).

In recognition of his outstanding contributions, Prof. Dayawansa was
awarded the "Surabi Ramani" National Environmentalist Award (2010) by
the Green Forest Movement, and he is a recipient of the Senate Awards of
University of Colombo for research excellence. Prof. Dayawansa stands as a
stalwart in the fields of ornithology, conservation, and environmental science
in Sri Lanka. His impressive portfolio of leadership, mentoring, and research
attest to his unwavering commitment to the protection of Sri Lanka's natural
heritage and the cultivation of a sustainable future for generations to come.
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Importance of research: Art in Sciences and Science in Arts

I extend my warm wishes and congratulations to all young researchers
disseminating their findings to the research community at the “Undergraduate
Research Symposium: Humanities and Social Sciences - 2023”. Itis indeed a
great pleasure to pass this message to the blooming researchers who have put
an effort to add new knowledge to an array of fields enfolded within the
Faculty of Arts.

Research itself'is an art; an art of implementing science to find answers. This
is an attempt to apprehend the beauty of science in arts and art in sciences. Let
me make a small challenge to our preconceived notions about the boundaries
of knowledge and encourage all to embrace the rich interplay between the arts
and sciences. It is the general consensus that arts and sciences are stark
opposites. The disconnect is clearly observed in future global plans such as
the UN Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals. Yet in fact, their
interconnection is an essential that needs to be fulfilled by the rising scholars.
In our increasingly specialized and compartmentalized world, it's all too
common to view the liberal arts and the sciences as separate realms of human
understanding. We often perceive them as distinct paths of inquiry, each with
its own set of principles, methodologies, and purposes. However, I suggest
that there is a profound synergy between the two that can enrich our lives and
advance human knowledge in unprecedented ways.

The broad field of liberal arts also includes sciences that could be termed
softer and look into humanity, such as social sciences, political sciences, and
economics as well as literature, history, psychology, philosophy, languages,
international relations, geography and so much more. It is not devoid of
science. It offers us a deep and nuanced understanding of the human
experience, teaching us to think critically, to appreciate the complexities of
culture and society, and to empathize with the diverse perspectives of our
fellow human beings. But what is often overlooked is that these very skills
and insights are invaluable in the pursuit of scientific knowledge. Hard
sciences such as mathematics, biological sciences, physical sciences, and
applied sciences derived from them such as technological sciences attempt to
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understand the nature around us and manipulate the processes for
development. Hence, the phrase 'science and technology' has come into
existence. Today, as resources have begun to deplete with foreseeable and
predicted eradication in the near future, the term 'sustainability' has emerged,
under which the combination of arts and sciences and the importance of
multidisciplinary studies come under the spotlight.

Science dissects a fraction of our world to seek the truth about nature, while
arts take a holistic approach to explore truths related to our existence and
society, including connections between people and nature. Both fields require
prior knowledge through rigorous research. Science addresses issues
concerning all life forms and the environment, whereas arts primarily focus
on human conflicts and creative solutions to improve human life. Science
tends to be more technical, while arts delve into emotional aspects. It can
upgrade the quality-of-life forms and prevent degradation of the environment
through conservation. However, an anthropocentric bias in science can lead
to innovations that harm the environment and the world as a whole. That is
where the influence of liberal arts comes into play. The research of humanities
over time has developed regulations and policies for ethical scientific
applications. Scientific findings and timelines have provided information for
arts research to make decisions for the betterment of mankind. The research of
both science and arts comes to one table when decisions are made.

Here, innovative thinking is crucial. It is also important to understand
intricate connections between all life forms on this planet and their direct
contact with natural environment. Proper scientific research combined with
historic, demographic, geographic, legal, managerial aspects set the
background for the final action plan. For example, extensive research has to
be performed to explore the reasons which affect human-elephant conflict
(HEC) where humans, elephants and the environment suffer together.
Knowledge gathered through both science and arts fields must be used for
adopting proper safety measures for all components. However, due to the
dearth of scientific data on ecology and behavior of elephants, managerial
faults, geographical negligence, demographic calamity, economic shortages,
societal conduct, legal deficits, political influence the proper mitigation
framework cannot be accomplished to minimize HEC. There is a gap for an
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innovative solution to create equable zones of harmony for humans and
elephants due to the lack of such multidisciplinary approach to the HEC.

In the art of sciences, we apply creativity and imagination to explore the
mysteries of the natural world. We design experiments, seek patterns, and
develop theories to explain the phenomena that surround us. However, to
truly understand these phenomena, we must also consider their broader
implications on society, ethics, and the human condition. It equips us with the
ability to contextualize scientific discoveries within the larger framework of
human values and societal impacts. Consider the ethical dilemmas raised by
advances in genetic engineering or artificial intelligence. These are not just
scientific questions; they are deeply rooted in philosophical, moral, and
cultural debates. Without the insights gained from the liberal arts, we risk
making shortsighted decisions that could have far-reaching consequences for
humanity.

Irrespective of the context / field; management, law, social science,
demography, religion, language; science or arts; research is to probe the
unknown or unrevealed through systematically planned surveys and well-
designed experiments to describe particular phenomenon or answer to certain
questions. Research can be started with the objective of presenting a single
aspect of a concept, but it should address the whole conceptual scenario.
Research that doesn't somehow relate to what is in the research question will
be sterile. Asking questions is common to all type of research although some
researchers ignore this step or consider this step as the final. Starting from the
question/s would be more rational as that would allow researchers in any field
to collect data in an unbiased and meaningful manner. Based on the questions,
hypothesis can be formulated (as appropriate) as they are tentative answers
for the question. Research design with quantification is required to accept or
reject the hypothesis using suitable statistical tests. In fact, there is low
tendency to formulate hypothesis in certain fields, however, applying this
approach will clear the vagueness of some research and improve validity of
research. This process of developing a structured approach to answer the
questions in research is called research design. Such research framework is
common to all fields.
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The main aim of research is not generating raw data, but analysis of data and
interpretation of phenomenon using fundamentals. Revealing information is
not simply research. Revelation should be based on proper interpretation
using principles of the subject. For example, principles of ecology,
fundamentals of social science, rule of law, essentials of management, etc.
For example, a simple ecosystem survey should be related to ecosystem
characters, functions and services.

Within any field of research there is a scientist or citizen scientist. Thus,
anybody can do research and embed the scientific approach by being
methodical and by being a citizen scientist in an array of fields. Thus, we can
have scientific managers, social scientists, language scientists, citizen
scientists while somebody will understand that science in law is essential as
evidence. Research by such citizen scientists should follow the same
scientific discipline and not a dilution of the scientific method. It should be
fundamentally an identical approach to science enquiry. Information or data
generated by any research should be accurate. It should be attempted to gather
precise data (low variability) as well. It is fundamental to consider that “No
data is better than erroneous data”. Also, known bias should be eliminated to
make data accurate and precise.

The emphasis on asking questions for research in science or arts is equally
high. Dr Niko Tinbergen (1907 - 1988), father of Ethology, stated about
answering questions in biology which could be applied to other fields as well.
These are called Tinbergen's four ways to answer the “Why” question in
biology. The four answers are: (1) Functional answer or Adaptation (2)
Causative answer or Mechanism (3) Developmental answer or Ontogeny (4)
Evolutionary history answer or Phylogeny. These universal answers of
Tinbergen Model could be applied to many fields irrespective of science or
arts.

Communication is a major component of research. First it should reach
academia such as this forum to receive weighted input from experienced
researchers and peers. Following their feedback and amends according to
them, it is inevitable that research findings should be disseminated to the
research community and public as soon as possible. Ideally, findings should

stimulate the laymen for taking right decisions as a citizen.
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The interplay between these disciplines fosters innovation. Think of
Leonardo da Vinci, whose mastery of both the arts and sciences allowed him
to envision inventions and discoveries that were ahead of his time. It is vital
and imperative that based on thorough research knowledge, innovative new
inventions and fabulous artistic creations can be made. Thus, both science and
arts are to upgrade the life on earth. New scientific or artistic creations are
always made with the out of the box thinking and paradigm braking.

In our modern world, where interdisciplinary collaboration is increasingly
critical, the science of liberal arts and the art of sciences have the potential to
drive progress and innovation in ways we cannot yet fully fathom. As we
look ahead, let us not be confined by the artificial boundaries erected between
the liberal arts and the sciences. To progress ahead, we must recognize the
interconnectedness of all forms of human inquiry. I urge that, let us all
champion the union of these two worlds and encourage future generations to
explore the vast terrain where science and the arts converge where we
discover the boundless potential of human understanding and creativity.

Thank you, and may our pursuit of knowledge continue to transcend
boundaries, bridging the gap between the arts and the sciences for the
betterment of our world.
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WORKSHOP SERIES

Date Name of the Workshop Resource Persons
30" June 2023 How to Write an Abstract? Dr. Krishantha Fedricks
17 July 2023 How to Write an Abstract? Dr. M. Ganeshamoorthy
23" August2023 How to Adhere to Prof. Fareena Ruzaik

Reviewers' Comments?

25" August2023 How to Adhere to Reviewers' Dr. Pradeep Peiris

Comments?

15" September 2023 |How to Present a Research Paper |Mr. Asith De Silva
at International Research
Conference?

16" September 2023 | How to Present a Research Paper |Dr. Shamini Chandran
at International Research
Conference?
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Time: Theme: Disaster and climate resilience Page no.
10.30 am - | Session1(A)
12.00 noon | Session co-chairs: Prof. Nishara Fernando
Dr. Sandamali Wijerathne
Coordinator: Ms. Nisansala Senanayake
Technical Assistants: Ms. Maneesha Rasanjali &
Ms. Senithra Senivirathne

10.30-10.40 | ASEAN e080me 620008 8o @d® »d ©5® 71
BT ©B) CRAD Ho@ilbe: @u3eSEwd ginens’
BleCsencns
P.A.S.DeSilva

10.40-10.50 | ey &HHBsfed w.dimed edaqen Dobcoes 13
200w BEHI DB I BHBHIB  F0855De
BEATO & Eom0d g1e3e0ss emednm SdeGe enc
D.G.S.K. Damunugahakumbura

10.50-11.00 | The Socio-Economic Impacts of Landslides: Special 49
Reference to Ayagama GN Division in Rathnapura
District
S.Manjula

11.00-11.10 | d ®ed 5:85» CHeewnss’s 11507 eDHBDE 56
aveme SO
R. Nishandani

11.10-11.20 | @253 @025¢00 OBz @8 crs®EI8 e d e3®aes 44
» ablm Bdme emedd Bdm Acu® B8ERc
aBEES
M.V.K. Lakmali

11.20-11.30 | oo mEised 8 ¢t3d(535 emeds dbsisms ®o iy 53
cEHBO TOEDeEd EH® 8BERE osemES
(@xndd T Twed ndses edla eC»®
@200Wescs ¢e38s3)
N.M.C Nuwarapaksha

11.30-12.00 | Discussion
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Time:
10.30 am -
12.00 noon

Theme: International politics and foreign policy

Session Code: 1 (B)

Session co-chair: Prof. Chaminda Padhmakumara,
Dr. Pavithra Jayawardhena

Coordinator: Ms. Lakmini Chuloththama

Technical Assistant: Mr. Lasith Samantha

Page no.

10.30-10.40

The Situation with Regard to Maritime Arbitration in
Sri Lanka
H.Abeygunasekara

10.40-10.50

Sri Lanka and Palestine Relations in the Foreign
Policy During President Maithripala Sirisena's
Government (2015 —2019)

M.G.F. Humaisara

24

10.50-11.00

T18wim) @0ED CrdrmN3T®ded ©ISnw:s eEes
3WBIBHDG @@ ORO®; B Erec eedens egsd
1830023 8¢ OB GLBBHE

Malindu Bathiya Wickramasingha Weerakkody

90

11.00-11.10

Coes8i538 @agRE DBLm®G we®r eODRES eEs
BEOE ¢omoened cuewiBmda @ ¢peq ©208wn)
@288 - 19 8x3cbne argeds’

I.R.P.N.D. Bandara

08

11.10-11.20

Aspirations of Potential International Migrants in Sri
Lanka and Their Determinants
W.K.B.T.S.Fernando

23

11.20-11.30

eI»ED JP8ed ¢e®8miy Beden gBurdSw
(2017-2021) @383 ey dmese - B @dge i
BReCsens S8®

M. W. Kaushalya Nuwanthika Silva

84

11.30-12.00

Discussion
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Time:
10.30 am -
12.00 noon

Theme: Socio-economic disparities and plantation
communities
Session Code: 1(C)
Session co-chairs: Dr. Savithri Ranasinghe

Ms. Avanka Fernando
Coordinator: Mr. Osanda Perera
Technical Assistant: Mr. G.M.W.C. Gamlath

Page no.

10.30-10.40

Multifaceted Structural Inequalities and Their Impact
on Social Development among the Plantation
Community (Malayaha Tamils In Sri Lanka)
Mithilaimaran T.

47

10.40-10.50

Socio-Economic Effects of Unemployment among
Plantation Community Youth: Special Reference to
Morar Estate in Bogawantalawa

V. Hamsaveni

88

10.50-11.00

Socio-Economic Disparities between Rural and Estate
Sectors in Sri Lanka
G.A.C.U.N. Perera

61

11.00-11.10

98 B e Dy PBLE @8y WO DO
30D Gen ©¢ @ ww ablm ©Og 88T
@0t DeputOD @BBBISEE

P.K.S.Kavindi

37

11.10-11.20

B3 BOB B BGesrd .80 oEESmEs eEes
20380 0 ©(Be® & s em0dm imBsied
8@ weI0w@ : & oD @rQeds’ @BEHES
G.K.S.Piyumanthi

60

11.20-12.00

Discussion
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Time:
10.30 am -
12.00 noon

Theme: Education system and challenges in Sri

Lanka

Session Code: 1(D)

Session co-chairs: Prof. Iresha Lakshman
Ms. Chamathka D.P.
Kariyawasam

Coordinator: Ms. Ruwini Rajapaksha

Technical Assistants: Ms. Maneesha Rasanjali &

Ms. Senithra Senivirathna

Page no.

10.30-10.40

e2e® BBDBsIcedE ¢l gedenasied 8@
2OBIVZIG @WECH @@ @S WIDDeE DEBT®
88ac avumwes

P.H. C. Lakshini

41

10.40-10.50

B Coed O8m vIsmE e TS ¢S
€a8300¢ s »B-BEesc s B®
R.M.T.P. Rathnayake

66

10.50-11.00

BB0BeE Rerwr @BOOD dBIBHEO Hod®
Pe®8 AE®® oy EI» @ B8R

@058 8030 BLBBBEES

A.M.N. Supunsara

81

11.00-11.10

Bewed aldsosma 6 eldsismed Beoes
(@®1e800OE QB 3@ FLBIBBIG PE GIGCREB 9
35 Be®m ¢regeds’)

W.D. Lakmali

43

11.10-11.20

Factors Influencing School Dropout: A Sociological
Study of Secondary School Students in Nuwara-Eliya
M. Sushanthi

80

11.20-12.00

Discussion
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Time: Theme: Marine Resources and Land Usage in Sri | Page no.
10.30 am - |Lanka
12.00 noon | Session1 (E)
Session co-chair: Prof. Fareena Ruzaik,
Mr. Faslan Mohomad

Coordinator: Ms. K. Rewathy
Technical Assistant: Mr. Buddhika

10.30-10.40 | OLmie Gurwmenjseier G OBE@ID  &Tevfaduwimen 63
LUTDUBLUTRISDIUD — SISBHTEN ST 0IMEIGHEN6ITLLD
u@lumule] GFulhHed — L LD @pad Lyéshs
Grwevsll Lflelenenm  DiglILeDL WITHS  OBTemIL @i
SUIe)
Rajasegar Shesappriya

10.40-10.50 | eueyellwumr  payoundseflens @By HisFelsr g 77
UTRIGS6T OBHILD DH6wTenlodsTeoll CUTSH@aeT Lmsiul
P <uliie)
S. Gamsathvani

10.50-11.00 | prOsTpY (WHHHIUTIL LTFEHEFHHL HmIL 60 HTeU]T 19
HEBOSTGH  615l] CBTHGL NG HBIHSH60 Bl
OHTLFuTen @ Ui
M.LS.E.F. Fasla

11.00-11.10 | wettenmy (w&FeIi1 LIFBHFHH6e0 1561  @HlgBuIBMEH I 60 4
LNedteunmedr MlevlILILIGTUTL (B LOTBBID LBl U6
A.F.Asra

11.10-11.20 | ueormi@&medL.  mBaEFgemLsG o Lull  LjCsasHdled 51
HBJLOWIDTSHHEITe0  gBLL (BeiTem  mleolLiwleTum. B
LOTBBHIGEHD SISO BT OBHTLFLDL U  GLP60IUI0
alen61T6) B (6THLD
S. Nishanthani

11.20-12.00 | Discussion
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Time:
1.00 pm —
2.30 pm

Theme: Contemporary trends in Sri Lankan
politics
Session Code: 2 (A)
Session co-chairs: Dr. Pradeep Peiris

Dr. Manik Wakkumbura
Coordinator: Ms. P. Sachini Nisanga
Technical Assistant: Mr. Asithanjana

Batuwanthudawa

Page no.

1.00-1.10

Capacity Forward? Inefficiency in Local Government
Institutions and Impact on Sri Lanka's Economic Crisis
W.G.H.S. Niroshan

55

1.10-1.20

2022 @5 gOOED ©I DD @¢RBICHIS
P.S.N Nawarathna

54

1.20-1.30

B oD Cusne B8mcsDe ¢den onriesS OBz
@GS BPRNBVERE @O C¢ GBS
88ac gdnnmyes (2009 - 2014)

L.R.S.S. Kumarathunga

39

1.30-1.40

B Cozed dnuie 906 ELY wwI® grert) A8 O
OB B8gac alsemwas
K.A.Dinushi Randika

65

1.40-1.50

Oy Bewidm ©iDmd wy “uicconn DBwd:
Or¥mregd CedFdme gregeds’
L.H.P. Rathnayaka

67

1.50-2.00

Teachers to the Helm: Uniting Sri Lanka Beyond
Ethnic Identities
Mohomed Asmiyas Fathima Shahila

50

2.00-2.30

Discussion
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Time:
1.00 pm —
2.30 pm

Theme: Contemporary population studies

Session Code: 2 (B)

Session co-chairs: Prof. Manori Weerathunga
Ms. Nethra Senadhi

Coordinator: Ms. Nipunika Dahanayaka

Technical Assistant: Mr. Lasith Samantha

Page no.

1.00-1.10

Factors Affecting Fertility Decision of Two Different
Birth Cohorts with Completed Family Size in Sri Lanka
H.M.C.C. Bandara

1.10-1.20

28 @edQD0wIDs DD BFVed wIED
200®0®m DBwIDD ® gedPeennsid 8oy ERID
RAEL® (DEmJ TEBPmed emicinsd edBn eCm®
©0Weses’d O 2020-2022 e ©ddedced
SO0 BB @reaeds’ o ¢ sedeenns)
D.AThishula Shehan Shavinda

70

1.20-1.30

B Comed »8m it B8Rt sd8®
150D
L.B. Lahiru Madhushan Balasuriya

1.30-1.40

B Comed E» D80 @50 3m0s Bed SDHw@O
@@ Se® s t3w BOED $Ic®® DD AR
200 (O OC CETwmed, ©Cogd GiedBs
eC®»® @m0 ®e ¢e3Ssd)

R.M. Nilakshika Sewwandi Weerasooriya

92

1.40-1.50

Factors Affecting Teenage Pregnancy in The Estate
Sector of Sri Lanka (from Badulla and Nuwara - Eliya
Districts)

D.M.I. Madhushanka

46

1.50-2.30

Discussion
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Time: Theme: Contemporary health and socio-cultural | Page no.
1.00 pm — |dynamics
2.30 pm | Session Code: 2 (C)
Session co-chairs: Prof. Nirmali Wijegoonawardena
Dr. Esther Surenthiraj

Coordinator: Ms. Lilani Weerasighe
Technical Assistant: Mr. G.M.W.C. Gamlath

1.00-1.10 @238 19 ¢Bewins »ged Ciks BESsS ©HO 38
208058 BHBBOBO @gTe®E Gyen ¥ B ER®
88 emiegisim gedan ¢dsl mom c¢
aOBEES
G.I.H.Kaushalya

1.10-1.20 Impact of the Economic Downturn on Women: The 12
Case of Covid-19 in Sri Lanka
P.K.S.N.De Silva

1.20-1.30 Determinants of Working Hours of Professionals in The 31
Public and Private Sectors in Sri Lanka
H.S.D.P. Karunarathna

1.30-1.40 Ocneoms B8Rt eR9dthodm cadlw: ecircist®m 16
aOBEmES
K.H.I.C. Dayarathna

1.40-1.50 @icdr 0DmG BTH @B g gloRess 69
OB ANBHS OB CRD DD SOBHN
OCEHOe 88at glnnme:s
K. G. H. S Rathnayaka

1.50-2.00 ©anped0 wotdmaBe emedd Beys’ @ived DESI® 17
8Eac alnemwa:s
[.M.Dissanayaka

2.00-2.10 OR®E @dinn §loE ©®is @y albdn b EDmwO 35
Bemdm AES® B8Rt ©3@1 Benut@m eldnemes
K.L.S. Karunarathna

2.10-2.30 Discussion
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Time:
1.00 pm —
2.30 pm

Theme: Language, Literature, and Culture
Session Code: 2 (D)
Session co-chair: Professor Latha Gurusinghe
Dr. Krishantha Fedricks
Coordinator: Ms. Pulini Sandupama
Technical Assistant: Mr. Asithanjana
Batuwanthudawa

Page no.

1.00-1.10

Bomr godded ey’ Svdde 8no® 8gacg
S000153@2 alsume (BE8RBDD J®wr Swvide
&189©053)

S.A.Pramoda Madhubhashani Samarasinhge

76

1.10-1.20

aBGE oBdted ww e ©8wr yoed Bye gRBI0®s
eI : @eiddeCeenisi®n eBEDES
H. Vimalathissa

91

1.20-1.30

BBODeE Be1D53 Bd| eBow®EE »isisi®©n
D B® @00 s i DFeEE IO

@8BS
R.M.C.G.Dayarathna

15

1.30-1.40

EBIERIBHI GOOE 53O DOD B OGBOeOS eV
D5 OB YOIOE® : O BBz GLBBHWGS
Rev. H. Seelawimala Thero

83

1.40-1.50

) Boms aBdn 00s DE®»T e
SIOlelct A& Ol W IMpsIestortesrm]
Rev. N. Medhananda Thero

48

1.50-2.00

2&s} Bewettmed eGam 88w - @1 D138 s1sem
aBBES
H.T.APerera

59

2.00-2.30

Discussion

-xli-




Time:
1.00 pm —
2.30 pm

Theme: Water resources, waste management, and
resettlements
Session Code: 2 (E)
Session co-chair: Dr. Shamini Chandran

Ms. Luxshe Hariharan
Coordinator: Ms. Fathima Rasmiya
Technical Assistant: Mr. Buddhika

Page no.

1.00-1.10

QUTHIHHIDB  BHiamssHed drduled  HemeouiHid
Qevmemauiles  HWDEH B  (PBHTMLOG HIoU(IPLD
:DIBIMUS BT (B HeWIDEHBIIE|  (LPHTDLDE SIS
S L Hm& enWlILGHHW @ NCFL o ule)y

Wayis Fathima Shurafa

72

1.10-1.20

ey BLeIgHmBHeie0 HBOUTMSHW  GUITHETTHI]T
OpmEBHly  Henevenindellesr HTohsd : CUmsIESLI
yBsg genuuilenen snWILGHHW @ ol i)y
M.LF. Ifadha

25

1.20-1.30

el — wremenr CorgHsv: apa My LI6sps GleFuwsvsll
flellsd  elleugmuissi  61HTOBTNISHB  FUTEOBHEIHLD,
MSBWITEHLD 2 LITWLMISEHD LBMIul LIGUUTUle

W.M. Ilham

27

1.30-1.40

RQeomienasuilen WHHHHBEG Llsreugmen  Celeilpm (B
Osretemawd 2 6pTLH  dFfwedlsd  gBuBHH U
STHBUPD:  WHBHHSHMBB  ollFmgenswr O HTL FUTeT
FTau8shF DWHHWD UBBSIW ICFL i)

A.l Aarisa

1.40-1.50

SO GUGMRIBETET (LEHTEMOSHHI L aYHmBUT60
o o Wemeugseflesr  umpbUflw  ONsley  LOBMID
HOL (POBHM6T  QITuiHeo: o LUy Werlllg
BIToHemd HLWILGSHHW @h el SyUie).

M. S. M. Firnas

21

1.50-2.30

Discussion
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Time
3.00 pm —
4.30 pm

Theme: Health, disability, and underserved

communities

Session Code 3 (A)

Session co-chairs: Prof. Sunethra Perera,
Dr.Darshi Thoradeniya

Coordinator: Ms. Udeshi Perera

Technical Assistant: Mr. Asithanjana

Batuwanthudawa

Page no.

3.00-3.10

008 ¢8)encos®Ei8 sHEOE @@ ©8n
glocusierd D5 BHPOne BERE ©®isdcniBOm
avemEs

K.G.K. Kaushalya

32

3.10-3.20

0 2000550 Descvn BPecd @WE®D @BIVHBO
2085ewSe® & cansiRd w8 Serbds’ §nescs’
aBB® e ©Og : B@IBBLIBOD eldBEEE
W.M.D.D. Weerasundara

14

3.20-3.30

@085 0eO®DB 0 P& ens 508D &)
2060530 EIB ¢SO0 B »J Bedm dEs®© B88ac
@800 BBBIES

E.M.S.D. Samarasekara

82

3.30-3.40

@O BB HD i aHEEEOE BT eweds e
DO CAD AR® 88 DOTRmIBOD elB:5YEES
G.H. Rashmi Tharushika

86

3.40-3.50

23:0005 0g8m O 2.0 BE® npe af) ¢g®cEiS
SCES YBDed @i B@RBVDDEO 8¢ § AES®
0O.K Samarasingha

74

3.50-4.00

Problems of Persons with Mental Illness due to Stigma
—A Study in Colombo Business District
K. A. Epasinghe

18

4.00-4.30

Discussion
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Time Theme: Buddhism, Buddhist Philosophy and | Page no.
3.00 pm — | Culture
4.30 pm | Session Code: 3 (B)
Session co-chairs: Prof. Wimal Hewamannage
Rev. Amarawansha

Coordinator: Sandani Gunarathna
Technical Assistants: Mr. Lasith Samantha

3.00-3.10 ‘geden’ eenBme By O DE@mImdens 88T 89
@R BUwIeEiDw
G.J.N. Wijethunga

3.10-3.20 DOOBYSOwmens’ 90 O el »HUmed 87
08303
D.H.H. Udayanga

3.20-3.30 edoDe 830y DBLOmesB @1 8 90 Bev®ed 29
o038 DN BEOBIed e B88at
SlOlelat SIS [Olm M IWpsletotecr)
U.J.N.M. Jalathge

3.30-3.40 200002 U IBIDE HED DT HEBBRI QG (Wed® 10
B8 039 e550end ¢oeeiBmdn
B.A.P. Chinthani

3.40-3.50 ‘DS 5 ‘@’ wowEe BERE eSO aLBBHE 79
(§C BEes®wIOD 37 BIREWBS)
Rev. Udagama Samahitha Thero

3.50-4.00 A0 B> g OB® ©BOyeInes’ BERe O8I 36
Bww B addsnmen
K.M.H.D. Kariyawansha

4.00-4.10 B Sgecins ¢ ©O@5a@ 86w JLcwed 58
coeiBmdn 88 elnwmnis
J.P.Rukshika Prasadini

4.10-4.30 Discussion

-xliv-




Time
3.00 pm —
4.30 pm

Theme: Women, Gender, and Sexuality

Session Code: 3 (C)

Session co-chairs: Prof. Gameela Samarasinghe
Dr. Kaushalya Perera

Coordinator: Ms. Naduni Fonseka

Technical Assistant: Mr. G.M.W.C. Gamlath

Page no.

3.00-3.10

2020538 BoBr @55508 91 5O BBBIeEImE
J. Thisari Upekkha Jayathunga

30

3.10-3.20

Prevalence of Hate Speech against Women on Social
Media
S.D.D.M. Liyanage

45

3.20-3.30

B GBw ©@ 3380w 0TS BoBr BdFwved
DatBs Bepes
S.C.K.Samaranayaka

75

3.30-3.40

8 creFs @IS Bo8m» gkided w®idws
eI 00 BERAT @158 00BOD GLBBBIGEES
W.A.G.C.Tharuka

85

3.40-3.50

21008 »E@ITImed Bomd» G8n I3 e e
O® ©HEOE w®s, iblm mHETOe 8Eacd
Bebamwes

T.N.S. Kumari

33

3.50-4.00

HIV epesocmds 8008 @ gdoc ¢dcom@0 &8 e
@080 8¢ I DES®
P.D.S.Lakmini

42

4.00-4.30

Discussion
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Time
3.00 pm —
4.30 pm

Theme: Contemporary Economic Challenges
Session 3 (D):
Session co-chairs: Prof. Chandana Aluthge
Ms. Ashani Fernando
Coordinator: Ms. Sandamali Abeyrathne
Technical Assistants: Ms. Maneesha Rasanjali &
Ms. Senithra Senevirathne

Page no.

3.00-3.10

Determinants of Financial Inclusion in South Asia
M.J.A Perera

57

3.10-3.20

Determinants of Inflation: The Case of Sri Lanka
B.M.A. Basnayake

3.20-3.30

Impact of the Current Economic Crisis in Sri Lanka on
Families Engaged in the Tourism Industry
T.P.G.T.M. De Alwis

11

3.30-3.40

B Cowied ACEE B8 Fwed @8uinens red®n
CCE®® @0Wsess g B 30000 @IS
e BOE 5w BOBD 30000 DO DT
OB BEAe dReGs enws

H.B.B.D. Ranasinghe

68

3.40-3.50

Inside Sri Lanka's State-Owned Enterprises Reforms:
Role of the Trade Unions
W.P.G. M. Perera

62

3.50-4.00

Impact of Economic Crisis on the Net Profit of the
Classified Hotels in Galle
W. S. Induranga Kulathilaka

34

4.00-4.30

Discussion
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The Situation with Regard to Maritime Arbitration in Sri Lanka
H. Abeygunasekara, Department of Economics

Arbitration is a quick and effective alternative to litigation for resolving
conflicts. Although Sri Lanka is heading towards becoming a maritime hub
and owns one of the busiest ports in the world, it is still not a viable seat in
maritime arbitration. The study is carried out as a qualitative research project
which is based on secondary sources such as research articles, statutes, and
case law. The objective of the study is to explore how Sri Lanka can
established itself as a prominent hub for maritime arbitration. The main
research problem explores the factors that have prevented Sri Lanka from
regularly utilizing arbitration for maritime issues. As per the author's findings,
since Sri Lanka is trying to obtain its maritime hub status and owns a very
active maritime sector, it is essential to have specific legislation and
organizations for maritime arbitration. Hence there is a need to discover why
maritime arbitration has not been in frequent use pertaining to maritime
disputes. Even the 2019 'Sri Lanka Maritime and Logistics Policy' identifies
that making Sri Lanka a sound maritime arbitration centre is of immense
importance for the country to achieve maritime hub status. Another finding is
that none of the current statutes that are in force for arbitration in Sri Lanka
deal specifically with maritime arbitration. Due to reasons including a lack of
arbitrators who are equipped with marine knowledge and a lack of details
provided by the Arbitration Act when enforcing maritime arbitration awards,
arbitration does not seem to be a popular form of resolving maritime disputes.
Arbitration, like court procedures, takes much time in Sri Lanka. In making
Sri Lanka a seat in maritime arbitration, the authorities should produce
trained professionals specifically for maritime arbitration. In addition, the
country must have a set of tailor-made rules to deal with arbitration pertaining
to maritime matters.

Key Words: Legislation, Litigation, Maritime Arbitration, Sri Lanka
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Reomiensullerr UHHHHBEG Lleramrer GelefbT (heb OComsiTenduld
2 BTG SyFwelsd gBUBHIW SHTHBUPD: WHDHHESHDBM N FT]en6mr
esmLjuren sJeuCss SiWHHWL uBBw aIBsL uie)

g. 2. yflerom, Sirdluisd eNehEhTemld LoBBID GLITEHIGECHETETMES HIHM,

Q&BTIPDLILI LIOSHM60EHSBLPELD, EN60HRIENS.

Revmienasuien Celsflpr BaH6ETeTmHWITEIGE ReVBINBHGHID 6Jen6iul [HT(HHENHEHEHLD
@evLufleorenr  QITMHHHT  LBBID  QfHHE 2 _mpellmerd  GBLUSTHES
BTG amE.  FFalss  FHulsL gewew BIh®E6T CUTID  Revmhiend
DTFTRSHHBEG HIbsHToTe  Ceousfibr. Bos0sTsTeme @aTpl Es0eme. NevmHiend
aIrFwevenoliied  GeuefBT. BSOS TeTned  OTBISD  HeNOENUIS — BHTCIGVTLD.
@FemgliLien_ulsd WHHHABGL Llsenyresr Geuelpm (hés Cdmeienaswimeng (2009-
2015) (pedieuimell eI  wanflhsH Jrgubagele Dl FlHHTe0dmnHd
GEUILeUTD. @QEETEVHH0 @evhind DTFTRISSHINTE0  GLoBOsTeTeTILIL L
GeueNBIL B OsToTenBWTNH LGB HTHBEEMENT  GgHRLUBSHHUWS.
IIbHUMBUID WHHHGBB elFTrensnl OFHTLIUTeN FFaCHF DI(DEHHHSMEMULLD
CeuelBTL (hdbBTeMTmBMUILD  COHTLTUUGSHS  puley  GEFuiwiiul BeTengl.
QenaurwioflgmenLuwl  CrTHHOTOIH, Gevmenasuiled @LIDOUBB  @misH)
WHSHsGBmallgmyenem QHTLIUT FIaIBHF DPHIHLOTHIH S60HINS DITFMHIGSLD
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Factors Affecting the Fertility Decisions of Two Different Birth
Cohorts with Completed Family Size in Sri Lanka
H. M. C. C. Bandara, Department of Demography

Completed fertility, which refers to the total number of children born to
women at the end of their reproductive years, provides valuable insights into
population dynamics, family planning, and social development. The aim of
the present study is to examine the fertility decisions of two distinct
completed birth cohorts in Sri Lanka, focusing on key factors such as age at
marriage, age at first birth, spacing between births, and age at termination of
childbearing. The use of cohort analysis is highly relevant in this study as it
specifically investigates the fertility behavior of two generations or cohorts.
The study population comprises women aged 15-49 observed in the
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) conducted in 2006 and 2016. The
respective DHS datasets serve as the sample for the analysis and enumeration
of 19,872 and 27,210 households respectively. Analyzing the findings from
the 2006 and 2016 DHS datasets, it becomes evident that there are certain
differences in fertility decision-making between these two birth cohorts.
Regarding the age at first marriage, no significant difference is observed, as
both cohorts had a median age of 23 for women aged 45-49. However, a slight
variation was observed in the mean number of children in the completed
fertility cohorts. In 2006, the mean number of children was close to three
(2.84), while in 2016 it was close to two (2.51). The parity progression ratios
(i.e., PPRs) for specific birth cohorts indicate interesting fertility behavior.
The PPRs for a0 and al, are almost identical or slightly higher. This suggests
that couples are relatively consistent in their decision to have one or two
children. However, there is a notable drop in the PPR for a2, indicating that
fewer couples proceed to have a third child. This study has an immense
contribution to the field of demography and policy formulation in Sri Lanka.
By utilizing advanced demographic analysis techniques specifically focused
on fertility, the study enhances its significance and provides valuable
technical insights. Furthermore, this contributes to policy planners and
fertility and/or family planning programmes in identifying the key events that
require greater attention and emphasis.

Key Words: Cohort Fertility, Completed Family Size, Fertility Decision
Making, Parity Progression
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Determinants of Inflation: The Case of Sri Lanka
B. M. A. Basnayake, Department of Economics

This empirical study analyses the short-run and long-run relationship
between inflation and money supply, exchange rate, interest rate, and budget
deficit during 1978-2022 in Sri Lanka. The rationale of this study lies in the
fact that, despite the availability of a significant body of research in this field,
this research includes the latest data that demonstrates the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and economic crisis on inflation in Sri Lanka. Annual
data for the period 1978-2022, are obtained from the annual reports of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka. This study employs the Autoregressive
Distributed Lag (ARDL) Bounds test to identify long-run and short-run
relationships between inflation and the related causes. Two models were built
due to prevailing econometric issues. According to the unit root test results
for the model, the first differences of inflation, money supply, and interest rate
are integrated at level form, while the first differences of exchange rate and
budget deficit are integrated at order 1. The findings of the study indicate that
the nominal exchange rate has both short-run and long-run relationships with
inflation while nominal money supply and nominal interest rates have a long-
run relationship with inflation but do not have a short-run relationship.
According to the results of the study, money supply and inflation have a
positive relationship in the long run. Thus, the Classical Quantity Theory of
Money and Cambridge equation as well as the Monetarist view on inflation
are valid in the long run in Sri Lanka. When considering the nexus between
inflation and interest rates, it can be concluded that there is a positive
relationship in the Sri Lankan context. A positive relationship can be
identified between nominal exchange rates and inflation both in the short
term and in the long term. However, since the budget deficit is not significant
in determining inflation, Keynesian explanations for inflation are not visible
in the Sri Lankan context. Therefore, to achieve price stability, proper control
over monetary policy and proper management of exchange rates is crucial.

Key Words: ARDL Model, Error Correction Model, Inflation, Money
Supply, Sri Lanka
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Impact of the Current Economic Crisis in Sri Lanka on Families
Engaged in the Tourism Industry
T. P. G. T. M. De Alwis, Department of Geography

The tourism industry is one of the main economic activities and sources of
income in Sri Lanka. The COVID-19 pandemic had an adverse impact on the
global tourism industry. The economic crisis in Sri Lanka which emerged
towards the end of 2021, further intensified the downturn in the tourism
industry. This study aims to explore the impact of the current economic crisis
on families engaged in the tourism industry. The objectives of this research
are to identify the impact of economic crisis on the employment of family
members, income of the family, and the social life of the family. Both primary
and secondary data sources were used in this research. A cohort of 80 families
(20%) engaged in the tourism industry in Dope Grama Niladhari Division in
Bentota Divisional Secretariat Division was selected using a stratified
sampling method for the questionnaire survey. Descriptive and inferential
statistical methods were used in analyzing the data. The findings revealed that
people related to the tourism industry have lost their jobs directly and
indirectly, particularly the people who were engaged as tourist guides and
transport facility providers have been the most affected groups in the area.
The effects of the economic crisis have led to the deterioration of factors such
as food security, nutrition, children's education and the health of children and
the elderly. Accordingly, it can be concluded that the families engaged in the
tourism industry were negatively affected by the economic crisis through the
loss of employment and sources of income. As a result, they are moving to
other areas for alternative jobs, with emigration emerging as one of the best
solutions. Finally, it can be concluded that the economic crisis has caused the
socio-economic backwardness in the families engaged in the tourism
industry.

Key Words: Economic Crisis, Pandemic, Tourism Industry
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Impact of the Economic Downturn on Women: The Case of Covid-19
in Sri Lanka
P. K. S. N. De Silva, Department of Economics

The COVID-19 epidemic has triggered an unprecedented economic
downturn in Sri Lanka, which has severely affected women's labor market
participation. It exposed vulnerabilities in women's employment in Sri Lanka
(McLaren et al., 2020). There is very little research in the Sri Lankan context
on the area of economic downturns and their impact on women (Maduwage,
2020; Meegaswatta 2021). The main objective of this study is to identify the
impact of the COVID-19 economic downturn on women's labor market
outcomes in Sri Lanka. This research will try to understand how the economic
downturn caused by COVID-19 impacts women's participation and
employment in the labor market in Sri Lanka. The study uses a mixed-
methods approach that combines quantitative and qualitative methods. The
quantitative analysis is based on secondary data from Sri Lanka's labor force
surveys (2019 and 2021), and the qualitative analysis is based on primary case
studies, employing five in-depth interviews with women entrepreneurs in a
rural area. The findings of the study indicate that due to COVID-19, there is a
decrease in the individual real mean income of women compared to men, and
there is a significant relationship between gender and employability,
employee status, sectors, and weekly time spent at work. These results also
show that women have experienced higher job losses and were unemployed
than men during the COVID-19 economic downturn. Further, the qualitative
analysis clearly demonstrates and supports the preceding findings.
Accordingly, this study reveals that the COVID-19 economic downturn and
crisis have had a negative impact on women's labor market outcomes in Sri
Lanka and that women had to cope with challenges that they usually would
not have to during economic normalcy. This study provides and suggests
long-lasting implications and ways to achieve women's economic
empowerment and gender equality in Sri Lanka.

Key Words: COVID-19, Economic Downturn, Employability, Employment
Status, Gender
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Problems of Persons with Mental Illnesses Due to Stigma: A Study in
Colombo Business District
K. A. Epasinghe, Department of Sociology

Stigma impacts important aspects of life in persons with mental illness. The
objective of this study is to evaluate how stigma affects the areas of social
connections, employment, treatment services, and the recovery process of
persons with mental illnesses. The current research involves conducting
interviews with four psychiatrists from four hospitals within the Colombo
business district, from whom data on 20 persons undergoing mental illness
(age range 18-55) was obtained. Further, data was gathered from 100
caretakers of persons with mental illnesses attending the four hospitals
through the incorporation of the questionnaire method. While qualitative data
was analyzed through thematic analysis, quantitative data was statistically
analyzed through graphical representations. The incorporation of data from
both psychiatrists and caregivers aims to clarify the alignment of their views
regarding the impact on social connections, employment, treatment, and
recovery of persons with mental illnesses. The study results highlight the
strength offered through the family as a protective tool, with a majority (57%)
disagreeing on disruption in familial connections. Self-stigma was identified
to be playing a major role, with a majority (40%) of caretakers agreeing that
self-stigma of persons with mental illness leads to reduced levels of self-
esteem. Importantly, even though a majority (49%) under quantitative data
agrees upon the reduction of hope due to stigmatization, qualitative data
indicates a majority holds positive beliefs and hopes which contribute to the
process of recovery. However, these findings emphasize the need to
implement comprehensive strategies. Therefore, considering individual
perceptions (Micro level), reformation of relevant policies and laws (Macro
level), and changing the existing systems within the institutional level
(Mezzo level) is crucial in battling the problems encountered by persons with
mental illnesses due to stigmatization.

Key Words: Mental Illness, Stigma, Persons with mental illness, Recovery,
Self-stigma, Social connections
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Aspirations of Potential International Migrants in Sri Lanka and
Their Determinants
W. K .B. T. Fernando, Department of Demography

Issuance of passports in Sri Lanka in 2022 is recorded as 874,955. This is an
increase of 33% from the previous year. Central Bank indicates that 311,269
people left the country in 2022, which is the highest reported in history.
Despite this vast increase, no research has been conducted to study the
aspirations of potential migrants and their determinants. This research
intends to fill this gap. A purposive sample of 100 was selected from passport
applicants at the Department of Immigration and Emigration from April to
May 2023. Quantitative data was collected through a questionnaire and
qualitative data through interviews. The nature of migration, existing
aspirations about the destination, aspirations of the duration of migration, and
socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of international migrants in
Sri Lanka are examined in this study. Results identified more males among
the sample, and a high percentage in the age group 20-29. While 66% intend
to migrate for employment, 21% migrate for education. Among the labor
migrants, 20% are graduates, and 35% are unmarried. High expectations to
migrate to Europe and the Middle East are shown. Of the respondents, 71%
have some awareness about destinations, while 28% have a very good
awareness. Around 60% expect to stay in the destination for 2-5 years and
10% for more than five years. English can be spoken by 82%, 7% speak
English and other languages while 1% have no knowledge of English. When
analysing determinants, 74% have decided to migrate after the COVID-19
epidemic. The majority (73%) intending to migrate for work have decided to
do so due to the post-Covid economic crisis. Through the interviews, it is
revealed that the instability of the existing jobs in the country, insufficient
salary, and displeasure with the existing government are among the reasons
for international migration. Thus, the study concludes that in the event of
international migration from this country, it should be done in such a way that
the journey towards sustainable development goals in the country is not
hindered.

Key Words: Aspirations, COVID-19, Economic Crisis, International
Migration, Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka — Palestine Relations in the Foreign Policy during President
Maithripala Sirisena's Government (2015-2019)
M. G. F. Humaisara, Department of International Relations

Historically, Muslim people, as a minority community in Sri Lanka, have
been influential in building better relations with the Middle East, including
Palestine. This study focuses on the nature of Sri Lanka and Palestine
relations with reference to the Foreign Policy of President Maithripala
Sirisena's government using Sri Lanka's 2016 UNESCO decision regarding
occupied East Jerusalem as a case study. Both primary and secondary data
were collected using the case study method. Further, one-to-one semi-
structured interviews were conducted to gather primary data, and relevant
online resources were used to collect secondary data. The findings of the
study reveal that the relationship between Sri Lanka and Palestine during
President Sirisena's government was generally positive and the nature of Sri
Lanka-Palestine relations had no impact on Sri Lanka-Israel relations
because historically, Sri Lanka adopted the "Two State Solution", which was
the proposed framework for resolving the Palestinian-Israel war by
establishing two states for both people. Additionally, the problematic
wording of the text, which minimized Israel's connections to Jerusalem, was a
crucial factor in Sri Lanka's abstention from the 2016 UNESCO resolution
related to East Jerusalem. Israel's ability to convince the world that the
particular resolution was contentious, Sri Lanka's balanced policy, the
predominant voting pattern among member states, and considerations of
diplomatic and national interest all played a role. The results also demonstrate
that Sri Lanka's decision to abstain had no consequential effects but possible
repercussions will be found if the abstaining policy continues. The study's
conclusion emphasizes the potential presented by abstention is outweighed
by the shortcomings and risks rather than opportunities to the nation's
national interest. The study also recommends Sri Lanka should improve its
decision-making process in foreign policy in an efficient way, given that
Palestine is an important country to establish connections with other Middle
Eastern nations.

Key Words: Foreign Policy, Maithripala Sirisena, Balanced Policy
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Determinants of Working Hours of Professionals in the Public and
Private Sectors in Sri Lanka
H. S. D. P. Karunarathna, Department of Economics

The length of the workday plays a crucial role in the lives of professionals,
impacting their work-life balance, productivity, and overall well-being. The
main objective of the study is to identify the determinants of hours of work
between public and private sector professionals while the specific objective is
to compare the differences in the length of a workday between the
professionals of public and private sectors for different groups by gender,
residential sector, and education. The researcher used secondary data from
the Sri Lanka Labour Force Survey (2021) covering a sample of 22,750
households and 77,869 individuals. The final sample sorted out for the
analysis is 2,317 including legislators, senior officials, managers, and
professionals in both the public and private sectors. The study uses an
endogenous switching regression model to make comparisons between
labour supply using hours of work per week for public and private sector
professionals conditionally and unconditionally because it allows fitting
binary and the continuous parts of the regression simultaneously with
consistent standard errors. The findings indicate several important
relationships between professionals' hours of work and demographic factors
and characteristics such as age, gender, educational attainment, residential
sector, and the nature of occupation as key determinants of labour supply
among professionals. The length of the working day increases with education
for private sector professionals while the opposite relationship is evident for
the public sector professionals. Females in the public sector spend relatively a
smaller number of hours at work than private-sector female professionals.
Age and managerial occupation categories show a positive relationship in
both sectors. The study established longer working days for the private sector
than for the government sector. Several policies such as promoting work-life
balance, addressing gender disparities, supporting non-urban professionals,
enhancing managerial effectiveness, and promoting lifelong learning are
suggested for HR Managers at an organizational level and the policymakers
atanational level.

Key Words: Length of Working Day, Hours of Work, Professionals, Public
and Private Sectors, Endogenous witching Regression Model
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Impact of the Economic Crisis on the Net Profit of Ten Classified
Hotels in Galle
W. S. I. Kulathilaka, Department of Economics

Amid Sri Lanka's economic crisis, ensuring stability is vital for the country's
industries, especially the hotel industry which significantly contributes to
foreign exchange earnings. Extensive research has already demonstrated the
direct impact of the crisis on Sri Lankan hotels with challenges including the
fuel crisis, high inflation, and foreign exchange instability. Nevertheless, in
order to further explore this matter, the author chose to examine the change in
the net profit of hotels in the Galle district due to the current economic crisis. A
representative sample of ten classified hotels, accounting for 50% of all
classified hotels in the district were randomly selected for this purpose. Data
collection involved questionnaires and in-depth interviews with hotel
managers. Data analysis through Descriptive and Regression methods
revealed a negative relationship between the economic crisis and the net
profit of hotels by rejecting the null hypothesis. The collected data indicated
that 100% of the sample had a reduction in net profit during the economic
crisis across the studied hotels. Among the various cost components in the
hotel industry, material cost suffered the most significant impact.
Interestingly, the fuel crisis had minimal influence on hotels compared to
other industries due to lower transport usage. The study also explored
whether hotels implemented new strategies to mitigate the impact of the
crisis. However, thematic analysis showed that most hoteliers primarily
relied on existing revenue-generation and expense-cutting strategies, largely
due to their reluctance or inability to adapt to new approaches. In conclusion,
the economic crisis has significantly and detrimentally affected the net profit
of hotels in the Galle district, with material costs being especially impacted.
Although hotels were less affected by the fuel crisis compared to other
industries, their resilience efforts were mainly centered on existing strategies,
rather than adopting innovative measures. This study sheds light on the
critical need to address the challenges faced by the hotel industry during
economic downturns to ensure sustainable growth and stability.

Key Words: Classified Hotels, Economic Crisis, Hotel Industry, Net Profit
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Prevalence of Hate Speech against Women on Social Media
S. D. D. M. Liyanage, Department of Sociology

This study examines the prevailing nature of hate speech against women on
social media. By connecting with new technology, social media users
increase daily, but with a visible gender gap. Although social media provides
a free space for everyone to participate, sexist and misogynistic hate speech
against women gets vastly disseminated. Therefore, this study focuses on
different forms of hate speech that spread against women, discusses the
causes that have led women to become targets of hate, and how the prevalent
hate speech impacts women. For this purpose, the study incorporates an
online questionnaire to collect data from female Facebook users and semi-
structured interviews with selected respondents to explore the dissemination
and impact of hate. Moreover, online observations on Facebook were
conducted to study the forms of hate speech. The analysis shows the identity-
based hate speech and the intersecting nature of hate targeted at women.
Besides, the overlapping forms of hate spread as jokes with dark humour,
gender trolling and hate speech using offensive language to communicate and
build a social reality of women in an inferior position. Furthermore, the
effects of hate speech have caused both short-term and long-term impacts on
women's well-being and especially on their social media activism, leading
both victims and witnesses to self-censorship with the fear of their safety and
isolation. However, the resilience of female Facebook users indicates their
ability to cope with hate and the characteristics of responsible digital citizens.
Nonetheless, the rapidly disseminating hate speech towards women is
normalized and ignored, with difficulty detecting and addressing hate in
digital spaces and with deeply rooted social perceptions regarding women.
Besides, not all women exhibit a similar capacity to cope with receiving and
witnessing hateful responses. Therefore, this study focuses on the issue from
the women's perspective as an initial step towards protecting women from
hate speech.

Key Words: Hate speech, Intersectionality, Misogyny, Sexism, Trolling
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Factors Affecting Teenage Pregnancy in the Estate Sector of Sri Lanka
with Special reference to Badulla and Nuwara Eliya Districts
D. M . I. Madushanka, Department of Demography

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis, at
national level and within the estate sector, to investigate the factors that
influence teenage pregnancies in Sri Lanka. Various aspects including the
nature of teenage pregnancy, the factors affecting teenage pregnancy, the
awareness of the sexual and reproductive health among teenagers, and the
social, economic, and community problems caused by these teenage
pregnancies are comparatively analyzed. Davis and Black's Intermediate
Fertility Variable Model (1956), Bongaart's Proximate Determinants Model
(1978), and Hirschi's Social Bond Theory (1960) were utilized to provide a
strong theoretical base for the study. This study used mixed methodology.
The quantitative analysis was done using the secondary data obtained from
the Demographic and Health Survey 2016/17 and the case study
methodology was used to collect qualitative data. Univariate, bivariate, and
thematic analyses were utilized for the data analysis. This study was able to
bring to light previously unrevealed facts. The study found that attitudinal
changes resulting from the migration of young people from the plantation
sector to the urban sector had a particular impact on teenage pregnancy in the
estate sector. Teenagers who migrated to urban areas gained economic
independence, enjoyed freedom away from their families and experienced a
different social and cultural environment. As a result they perceive sexuality
differently. Upon their return to the estates they introduce different
perspectives and ideas about sexuality thus contributing to frequent teenage
pregnancies on the estates. Thus, the factors influencing teenage pregnancy
varied considerably at national and regional levels. Social, economic, and
demographic factors reveal the multidimensional nature of the problem. The
findings have important policy implications for Sri Lanka and policymakers
and planners in other developing countries. Addressing the underlying social,
economic, and community aspects through targeted interventions and
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health education, can effectively
reduce teenage pregnancy rates and mitigate consequences.

Key Words: Teenage Pregnancy, Estate Sector, Sri Lanka, Policy

Implications
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Multifaceted Structural Inequalities and Their Impact on Social
Development among the Plantation Community (Malayaha Tamils in
Sri Lanka)

T. Mithilaimaran, Department of Sociology

This study examines the influence of political knowledge on the social
progress of the Malayaha Tamil community in Mactuff village, Lippekella
Estate, Nuwara-Eliya district, Sri Lanka. While the estate sector has
undergone recent improvement, challenges ranging from poverty, education,
healthcare, and political representation persist. Employing a mixed-methods
approach, data from 60 participants are analyzed quantitatively and
qualitatively. Political knowledge is recognized as a catalyst for social
development. However, structural disparities coexist with the deficit in
political knowledge. Marginalization, limited education access, inadequate
infrastructure, economic hardship, dependency, constrained opportunities,
and financial instability are identified as disparities. Limited civic
engagement resources necessitate prioritizing fundamental needs. This study
argues that facilitating political empowerment offers a sustainable solution,
in addition, to enhancing representation, rights advocacy, and policy
implementation. Political knowledge spurs social development, yet a
comprehensive approach is essential due to pervasive structural inequalities.
The study advocates a two-pronged strategy: addressing immediate needs
due to constrained political involvement, resources and fostering political
engagement. This approach aims to alleviate challenges faced by the
Malayaha Tamil community, fostering equity. In conclusion, the study
highlights the multifaceted nature of structural inequalities impacting the
development of the Malayaha Tamil community. While political knowledge
catalyzes progress, confronting these disparities requires a comprehensive
approach. By combining urgent interventions with political empowerment,
this strategy could create a more equitable societal landscape for the
community.

Key Words: Marginalization, Political Knowledge, Social Development
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The Socio-Economic Impacts of Landslides: Special Reference to
Ayagama Gn Division in Rathnapura District
S. Manjula, Department of Sociology

In many regions of the world, landslides are one of the most common and
troubling disasters, threatening both physical and social surroundings.
Thirty-four percent of the Rathnapura district is considered highly prone to
landslides. Therefore, this research explores the socio-economic impacts of
landslides, with special reference to the Ayagama GN division in Rathnapura
District. The main objective of this study is to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the socio-economic impacts of landslides in Ayagama,
Rathnapura. Further, this study also seeks to uncover the socio-economic
situation of Ayagama, how the socio-economic crisis created by landslides
changed the people's quality of life, and what landslide protection measures
were taken by the government. Both qualitative (in-depth interviews and
observation) and quantitative (questionnaires) research methods were used in
this study. A total of 60 individuals were chosen for the sample using the
purposive sampling technique. For qualitative analysis, thematic analysis
was employed, and for quantitative analysis, statistical tools such as SPSS
and MS Excel were used. The results showed that most of the respondents
(63.3%) hold the view that there are negative socio-economic impacts caused
by the Ayagama landslide. The results show that there is a weak positive
association (V=0.206; p <0.2) between the gender of the respondents and the
impact on social interaction. 86.7% of the population accepted that there are
several economic impacts of landslides. Spearman's rho value of -0.2466
suggests a weak negative monotonic relationship between the destruction of
previous economic activities and the income of the respondents. Also,
according to the results, 61% of the respondents agreed with the idea that the
Sri Lankan government took measures to protect or reduce landslides. This
study highlights the key challenges faced by the residents, along with
recommendations.

Key Words: Challenges, Economic Impacts, Landslide, Protection Measure,
Social Impacts

-49-



Teachers to the Helm: Uniting Sri Lanka Beyond Ethnic Identities
M. A. F. Shahila, Department of Sociology

Sri Lanka consists of a multicultural society, which often experiences
violence and conflicts due to diversity. The root cause of these conflicts lies in
misunderstandings and intolerance, particularly related to diversity in
religion and ethnicity. Starting from the fall of the Kandyan kingdom in 1815,
the absence of ethnic harmony in the multicultural society of Sri Lanka has
led to the downfall of kingdoms, continuous ethnic tension, and civil wars.
The only way to put an end to the recurring ethnic tension that affects national
development is through education. Teachers as agents of socialization,
therefore bear a great responsibility in educating the younger generations
about past tragedies and guiding them towards a progressive nation. This
study attempts to identify the teacher's role in the classroom to promote ethnic
harmony, the existing education policies aimed to build a harmonious society,
the challenges to implement them, and suggestions to achieve these national
goals successfully. This research was conducted using a survey in Sinhala,
Tamil, and English filled out by 113 teachers selected from the Colombo
education zone to represent the four main ethnic communities in Sri Lanka.
The collected data was analyzed using Microsoft Excel software. A codebook
was prepared for the open-ended questions prior to analysis. Finally, they
were presented using tables, charts, and descriptions. The key findings of the
study revealed that (1) the national education policies have taken indirect
approaches for the promotion of social harmony through extra-curricular
activities and lesson contents, (2) the teacher's responsibility in finishing the
syllabus is prioritized over other activities, (3) therefore, the absence of
multicultural education as a subject and the teachers lack of time and
resources to implement these indirect approaches once again pave way to
tension among the diversity in society. In conclusion, teachers have a vital
role in promoting social harmony in the classroom to guide future generations
to create a developed and peaceful Sri Lankan society. However, the
education policies must be reformed and the necessary level of priority must
be given to multicultural education by the National Education Commission
(NEC) for teachers to actively contribute to the creation of a harmonious
society.

Key Words: Multicultural Education, Multiculturalism, Social Harmony, Sri
Lankan Education System, Teachers' Role
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Capacity Forward? Inefficiency in Local Government Institutions and
Impact on Sri Lanka's Economic Crises
W. G. H. S. Niroshan, Department of Political Science and Public Policy

The general public in Sri Lanka currently encounters a range of issues while
trying to use public services provided by the local government institutions.
The research problem of this study is whether the increase in administrative
capacity has an impact on the inefficiency of local government institutions
thereby contributing to the escalation of the economic crises. The main
objective of the study is to understand state enterprise capacity in relation to
the rising economic crisis. Secondly, the study attempts to explain the reasons
for the increase in administrative capacity and the existing political
instability. Finally, it attempts to findout how the local government sector
should be managed in order to achieve economic development. The
Divisional Secretariat of Kegalle was selected as the subject of the case
study. Data were obtained through interviews with thirty government
employees, questionnaires administered to thirty service recipients, and
direct observations. The Behaviorist approach and Agency theory were
employed in this study. According to the findings, capacity has a major impact
on administrative inefficiency. The increased capacity is primarily
characterized by a significant increase of 156.56% within the organization.
The economic collapse was resulted from a combination of various factors
and the factor related to "capacity" has further intensified the economic
crisis. Unsustainable electoral contests, patronage relationships, and
capacity building are key factors. The study recognizes that political
interference does not support the administrative capacity to manage
sustainably. It was also recognized that the division of the same task among
several officers and dissatisfaction with the public service in the communities
lead to inefficiency. Overcrowding in a unit area, the stressful nature, and the
bad environment make the administrative departments disorganized. It can be
pointed out that it is not possible to achieve work effectiveness due to
inefficiency. The lack of work effectiveness increases the cost and contributes
to the escalation of economic crises. Finally, unsustainable capacity
increases lead to administrative inefficiency and thereby intensify the
economic crises.

Key Words: Administrative Inefficiency, Economic Crisis, Economic
Development, Local Government Institutions, Over-Capacity
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Determinants of financial Inclusion in South Asia
M. J. A. Perera, Department of Economics

Financial inclusion, defined as an individual's ability to access formal
financial services, is an important economic indicator as it contributes to
reducing poverty, increasing welfare, and gradually influencing economic
development. This study focuses on South Asia due to the low level of
financial inclusion in the region. While intense digitalization accelerates
financial inclusion, there are important determinants of financial inclusion
like age, gender, education, and income. This study evaluates the impact of
these factors on financial inclusion in South Asia and attempts to identify
recent trends of financial inclusion and causes of financial exclusion in the
region. In this study, financial inclusion is indicated by the ability of a person
to have a deposit or a loan at a formal financial institution. The global Findex
data of the years 2011,2014,2017, and 2021 are the main data sources for this
study. The analysis is two-fold namely, descriptive analysis and t
econometrics analysis. First, the trends of the selected variables are
graphically analyzed. Then, the probit model is used to capture the
relationship between financial inclusion and gender, education, age, and
income level. This study attempts to identify whether financial inclusion has
disparities relating to these determinants. Descriptive analysis proves that e
financial inclusion-related indicators like formal accounts, and formal credit
levels of the region have a fluctuating trend across time and age, gender,
income, and education-based disparities, while insufficient funds and
expensiveness are major causes for financial exclusion. The econometrics
analysis proves that being male, being more educated, and being older could
provide a higher probability of being financially included in South Asia.
These results reconfirm high levels of poverty, income inequality, and gender
inequality in the region. This highlights that taking measures to increase the
financial inclusion of less educated, young females and offering financial
services at an affordable cost is essential.

Key Words: Age, Education, Financial Inclusion, Gender, Income
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Socio-Economic Disparities between Rural and Estate Sectors
in Sri Lanka
G. A. C. U. N. Perera, Department of Geography

In order to identify the existing disparities between the rural and estate
sectors, this study selected Baddekumbura rural settlement and Nayabedda
Estate settlement in the Bandarawela Divisional Secretariat. The objective of
this research is to investigate the disparities in terms of the economic, social,
educational, and health sectors between rural and estate settlements. A sample
of 150 families belonging to these two divisions was used in this research.
Both primary and secondary data related to the social, economic, educational,
and health criteria of the selected sectors were used in the analysis. Primary
data were collected using a systematic random sampling method. Analytical
tools such as chi-square test and regression models were used for data
analysis in this study. According to the findings, estate settlers have poor
living conditions in terms of social and educational levels compared to the
rural settlers. The economic condition of both parties is quite similar as they
belong to the low-income category. There is a disparity between the estate
sector and the rural sector in the health profile as health facilities in the estate
sector are poor compared to the rural sector. No discrepancies were found
between the two settlements in terms of income status, expenditure status,
savings, financial difficulties, language ability, computer literacy, problems
faced by parents regarding children's education. However, there are
disparities in terms of the factors such as the highest educational qualification
obtained, the structure of the houses, the water source of the house, the energy
used for cooking, long-term illnesses faced by residents, the hospital
facilities. Therefore, in order to develop the economic status of the people in
the rural and estate settlements, the study suggests creating new industries
and implementing appropriate programs to improve the health and
educational conditions of the estate people.

Key Words: Disparities, Estate Sector, Rural Sector, Socio-economic
indicators
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Inside Sri Lanka's State-Owned Enterprise Reforms: Role of the
Trade Unions
W. P. G. M. Perera, Department of Economics

The impetus for the State-Owned Enterprise (SOE) reforms is shaped by a
combination of external and internal factors. Trade Unions (TUs) are one
such internal factor that shapes the course of a nation's political-economic
decisions. The objective of the study is to identify the avenues through which
TUs affect the dynamics of the Sri Lankan economy by evaluating their
engagement during 1994-2005 while determining the factors that inspire TUs
to contribute to facilitating a smooth transfer of ownership of SOEs. The
methodology used was a purposive sampling technique to gather primary
data by conducting nine key informant interviews from TU leaders
representing the main three opposition political factions in Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC), Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB), and Sri Lanka Telecom
(SLT) while referring documents from the National Archives as the key
secondary sources. The typical work culture preferred by the employees, the
ethos of the TUs, and the conspiracies against government initiatives are
primarily discussed in this study. The evidence supports that it is too remote to
state that Sri Lankan TUs have collective bargaining. The long-term mistrust
aggravated across the years and the hostility that is heightened by party
politics against the state's efforts to privatize SOEs, display the unpleasant
reality of the role held by TUs. It was notable that most of the convictions
upheld by these TUs will not lead either them or the government to attain a
feasible solution when making these SOEs profitable unless the government
opts out to clarify its intentions and take a bottom-up approach to consult the
real issues of the employees. In conclusion, this study revisits the reasons for
the boisterous behaviour of TUs during 1994-2005 along with the current
situation of the country. The findings provide empirical evidence to support
the argument that political engagement has blurred the real issues of TUs and
fuelled natural resistance against 'foreign management'.

Key Words: Politics, Reforms, Sri Lanka, State-Owned Enterprises, Trade
Unions
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Factors Influencing School Dropout: A Sociological Study of
Secondary School Students in Nuwara-Eliya
M. Sushanthi, Department of Sociology

Education is one of the main human needs and rights. Therefore, any society
can achieve progress only through education. According to the Department of
Education (2001) data in the Nuwara-Eliya district, out of a total population
of' 124,469 students, aged between six to fourteen, non-attendance is recorded
in 12,685 students. Therefore, in order to address the dropout crisis, it is
necessary to gain a better understanding of the reasons behind the non-
attendans in school. The objective of this study is to analyze factors that
influence students dropping out of school. This study was carried out using a
purposively drawn sample of seventy respondents including 30 males and 40
females comprising teachers, parents, and students. 40 respondents were
selected for the survey using a structured questionnaire. From this cohort, 10
students, fifteen teachers, and fifteen parents were further selected for the
interviews. Primary data were collected through a survey, a semi-structured
interview, and observation. The data was analyzed through the integrative use
of Microsoft Excel, and SPSS to carry out a thematic analysis. Most
frequently school dropouts were associated with negative student behavior
such as drug abuse, absenteeism, vulnerability, poverty, and poor academic
performance. Analysis by gender showed that girls and boys were at risk of
different factors. Results revealed that 49.58 percent of male students and
50.25 percent of female students had dropped out of school. Students who
dropped out were noted to have displayed lower academic performance, but
those who performed well in school also had not attempted to complete their
secondary education. The study concluded by highlighting the challenges and
offering recommendations that should be considered as effective strategies to
prevent future students from dropping out of school.

Key Words: Poverty, Risk Factors, School Dropout, School Absenteeism,
Vulnerability.
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Socio-Eeconomic Effects of Unemployment among Plantation
Community Youth: Special Reference to Morar Estate in
Bogawantalawa
Hamsaveni Viveganantharaja, Department of Sociology

High unemployment especially among the educated youth is a common
phenomenon in most of the developing countries, including Sri Lanka. This
issue is more prevalent among rural youth compared to urban youth.
Therefore, this study aims to assess the socioeconomic effects of
unemployment among plantation community youth, aged 19-29, with special
reference to Morar Estate, Bogawantalawa. This study was conducted based
on convergent parallel design. It used both primary data collection methods
such as questionnaires and interviews and secondary methods such as website
articles, unpublished sources, and government reports for qualitative and
quantitative analysis. 50 respondents were selected through purposive
sampling method under non-random sampling and the collected data were
analyzed using SPSS, and Excel software, as well as thematic qualitative
analytical methods. The results revealed that the prevalence of
unemployment has a major impact on the social and economic status of young
people. It also has an impact on the structure of family relationships, debt-
related problems, family conflicts, and it adversely affects children's
education. Unemployed youth have poor living conditions compared to
working youth. The study also found that most unemployed youth have been
engaged in criminal and illegal activities such as theft, drug distribution, and
alcoholism. Unemployment has economically weakened young people's
ability to manage their personal and family needs. Further, unemployment
has adversely affected individual health and well-being. Based on the
findings, factors such as lack of quality education and development
initiatives, language barriers, lack of job creation incentives, and unstable
political leadership have highly influenced the level of unemployment. Major
unemployment-related challenges faced by the youth in plantation
communities included discrimination, reliance on law-wage urban industries,
absence of insurance coverage, and difficulties in gaining acceptance in other
societies. The study significantly contributed to identifying issues affecting
unemployment among Malaiyaha Tamil Community youth.

Key Words: Crime, Discrimination, Plantation Community, Socio-
economic Effects, Youth Unemployment
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