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SUIeF Gi(HEHSHLD

Setieumuiad e GprohsLomarg QUL Beomien s ilest wImpLILT 6vor LoTeUL L S&He0 QuemTH6iT
CzmPsopenearGaumeny auIILIBSHHIUH6D HHeUsd WLBHID OHTLIuTL6d CFHTHeom usbdHer (ICT) urkig
eTeleUTl STEuILIBHBEH GSILNS ITUIAISTSHID. Relcutuialen SigliLien &C&TLLTE  e0Eeveiwid
oITalpHdH Bevd&-3 (MDG 3) gl wnsd CsTeauiL SHTGD. DISTeug “OLTEmeT UaIILBSHBIL
umedlen  LITeLBlemevd  Floplenevenul GuibLGEHHIHMm.” Seneyamy (Quantitative) SiemiGpenmuilest &b,
opFmhie  apsmassst  (DCS, ICTA, Ministry of Women’s Affairs) wBmid uewiiued syuiey
wenpemouied  (Qualitative) 25  Quemidel  QFHTN6OLPICOUT(HL TR &L L enLDESILL L
GBIy HmTente0H6T, HEVHBIMTWITL 60H6T WLBBID CBHIY SDIUSTIRISET cLPevld HTe el CFamiflebasliLil L.
®emeu Thematic Analysis (penpuied LGLILTUIEY Gauwiutul Ler. syielsr (igeser ICT, Guermiserer
QummenTaTy, Fepdh, LBDID o emalwed eauedmwdeied GHUILSHHHS STEHD OCFISHS MBS
aailmsd ST (Galamer. Ouetiset ICT opflaler cpeod eueniadhms alfloLBsHs  auHLOTOISHMD
2 WISHHUGTENSIL 6T, Feps 261 FHIS6Te0 Emenibdl SHeenblldmes OuBpieTerean. oICxCaeme,
el uFdH GepUTH, TS HEWL &6, LOBBID Fepdd SLGLUUTHSET LOBBID HLOLISHmasel
ICT vwsiuT  wL & HHEHGWD HTTewisHenTad STemILL L6l SHHIL 6T Suielst (1pgeset [CT ereugs
Geupid  GamPledEI L SHalWTs  SeLeoTdl, Ouemiseflal  Fups LIBBSAHBSHD — QUTHETTSTY
alBHMmeLHGID feUGHHGD FHHWTS allenhGHH MBS slUMSUD 2 BISHIUGHSHIS ETB6r. 65 LPevLD
Ws0Bevaiwid SITlahHFH BevdH@-3 WLBBID Heneowimer auenfsFd Bevdbd 5 (SDG S) ealweumnsiest
CHTHSEIBET I B6URIMNS FPBHHHE0 FTHHWILDTEU|6TET.

HmeysF QINMBBET:  ClLiwiBeT  UNIIBSH,  BBeUD OB  CBTLILITL D  G)BTLGVBIL LD,
GBI LpemeTCounyy, WITPLILITeTD, L60C6veNLID DUTaNESD] BevES, BIeDVULITET UTTEFS] BevSH.
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine the role of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
in empowering women entrepreneurs in the Jaffna District of Northern Sri Lanka. The theoretical
foundation of this study is grounded in Millennium Development Goal 3 (MDG 3): “Promote gender
equality and empower women.” Under a qualitative research approach, data were collected through
government reports, and semi-structured interviews with 25 women entrepreneurs. The data were
analyzed using thematic analysis method. The findings indicate that ICT has a significant impact on
women's economic, social, and psychological empowerment. Further the results show women have
expanded their businesses and increased their income through ICT-enabled trade activities, while
gaining self-confidence by engaging in social media networks. However, the study found barriers to ICT
use, such as limited internet access, language constraints, and prevailing social norms and attitudes.
Overall, the results affirm that ICT is not merely a technological tool, but a catalyst for social
transformation and economic liberation for women. This trends supports the realization of both
Millennium Development Goal 3 and Sustainable Development Goal 5 (SDG 5) can achieve gender

equality and empower all women in the context of Northern Sri Lankan society.

Keywords: Women Empowerment, Information and Communication Technology, Entrepreneurship,

Jaffna Millenium Development Goal, Sustainable Development Goal.
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1. 9iwsb

polenl o eudleT  OUTHMTHTID HHEUD QHTLIUTL 60 edWl CUITHEMTSHTTLONS  LOTASIL6TETS).
Hopaued OFHTLIuUTL6d Osmfheop ub (ICT) o evder geps CQUIHMTSHTT  DiewLOLIenL
OBIYAIMEGD  (PHHW  FEHWTE  alemmiGHBH. O &eval, SHTHTID, eUwIHLD,
Byeursd  oBpIb  WwéHHeT  URGHBLY  CuTEB  HleBEeNed LU (HLO6LEVTIDEN,  GILIeNTSH6N 60T
AUAIIDLOEMILLD  GUTDSHMS HIHMBUID GIbLIBGHSHIUH HTOTHISTOTST LG IdHoHH B
(World Bank, 2021). @pfuuns, eueniba euwmbd  mreselso  ICT  GQuenisefest
Camflev(enereyd FHmener GLIDLIGSHHIBBESGLD, DIOUTHEN6T CUTHETTHTY SFUIFTTLIHIEDEOU]L 60T
Fepd  (PIRLauBLILseied FHUBSBHIMSBSGID aufiaugsdps (UNDP, 2020).

Quemtde  auIILbBHHe0 (Women Empowerment), mHlenmeowimen elenjFdldbsmer  (pshalul
gonmom@lb. 1evBevaiwid SIlalHeHx @evd@ser (Millennium Development Goals — MDGs)
2000 &b eI 2 60F HIGH6T GBBISOBTENL CUTH, DiSH6aT cweaBTaugk &evdsg (Goal
3) “Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women” eienitd  SHemevlitlled Ouemideme  Felpd
BDBID QUI®HeNTHTY  Fopemevenw! euedumisdwad (UNDP, 2005). £18x6umsd, ®Hlensouimen
auenyFF Bevd@men (Sustainable Development Goals — SDG 5) 2030 @6t QUewIgHe6T LOBBILD
Fpidseien (wupemwwrer alILBSHHmev Chrasnss Gamampereng (United Nations,
2015). @by Bewsgaser ICT Guenmiseier (WerGaBmL, $eval, OQHTLHEL eumulliL), OBHBID
gepd LRBsBUSEG WHHw smalwnasd GulGssmer (OECD, 2019).

AL @emmd Fpsd SFFuied Llsrerenienwd GaTemi LIFmhaHubd 6T, oueamsiseresr
ampdbenauiey [ICT nweiumliger (pHSHwsHSHIaID LHSaD SLOOTEISHI. HEWIL ST 2 GITHTL (BLI
Gurmy (1983—2009) smyewioTs GUHLDLITeVTET & BLOLIGIGENT GILIEHIS6MTeL aUBIBL SHSHLILIBLD ““GlLieuwst
SHMeVMLDHBINSD * GBLOLRISeT oud wrplujeiener (Silva et al., 2018). Curmsb@l LIBE gFips
pIFFmoTled  CueKiseT (PHHW UREG uBHSH aUBHISIBN. DeUTHen GBHLOLSHH 6T
QUTHEMTHTTE e HTHRIGUBIL 6T, FB OHTHeopenerad Hiempuied FHULG Fepsddeo
SHB6T BL HmFH L OLBSs wwnd Gauideameny (Silva et al., 2018).

Bszpmaw  FWwelev, ICT nwSTG OuUIEEHE LUHW  uTUINILEmET 2 (HeUTdhEGSH MBS
Bevemiild, OLomemLed CHTeneuBud], &Fepd oL HmIS6T, WLBBID YLD B CFmeuser
aufluims GueiiseT HmHeT auenismisamer alflaubGss aumdlamers (ICTA SriLanka, 2022).
ICT vwewn® OCueaTeEhdHES (Wl  DQLILIHL  UIMEET  UDRIGIHBH.  HDHEUM6D
DIWIGHDH6V, IS UMEULILIENeNILILSHH6T60 BenemiHev, WLBMILD (PYOBHGSD SHmeir. EFHest
(LPEULD DIAUTHET FHMIBET Felpd Hlemevenl o WSHH s Gamenend surwitienus LIS eseT).

o SRS, QUL B60mIenHUT 60 LT IQUT(HL_&H6iT SWTFLILTeNT&H6IT, MBHULID
Camfleomenysell, LBBID o ewieyd SWTHLL CUETISET GGH(RSHH6T DHHIB6T SWTHILIL|SHm6N
Facebook, WhatsApp, wmmib Instagram Guneiis senmmiseiiev eflembLgliiBeHd) e b BITSer.
Bzpamed SleuTseler SwTliyset o e Fhenduledmba GCeuefBTL(h FHSHDHEHHESL!
ugeud GamLmslwerener. (Jaffna Chamber of Commerce, 2023). ICT snglinenLuievmet
auenilall  Llemewill] OIS EHHEG HeQIDLISmB, 6uewid FWFTIUBHIEN6D, WBBID FePD
SIRISHTTD LSWIOBEDDB  QULDHIGHI B

aeflemid ICT vweumiged SiFHeir LeLBoum FTHHWMISET uTUINILSES6T @ HHHEUTSHID,
Aevmiemauied  OuemideT  OBHTHeOPemaBaut] LD  FouTeLHemeT 618 TOHTEITIIBEI].
WP&HBHwons, CeTHeomIL U Spfialer UBBTEGmB, TIPS SHMLH6IT, Denewiul U dules
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GMBeY, Fepdd SLBUUTHSET B@ID  »FUT  UTHISTIY  LUrFdlenendeT  sluienel
GYUILSH5s HomLsenmas o eienen  (Tennakoon et al., 2022). Guoeub, GLewTIH6N
Qu(HUTEID GBLbU GuUTBIILEeT BEpID sSeoramy  egiumiliysetmeo ICT wwiBd Sie060I
CQUUINET euamlasHBGHSH CHmeuwmer GCHIHMSUD 6GUNTRIFMENUD @HIHS  (LPIQUITLOGD
Gunaenmpeny (Athapaththu & Nishantha, 2021).

@seimeo ICT auflwne GueiiseT OFHTHe0(pmeIe] auenTFd Seomemnsuled (LPLYEMLOWITS
BHeBGaumpalcvensy el Hlemev o (Heurdlujeiengl. opemmev [CT  vweuT 9enT  Hpenend
Fflwrer QsmeTenss@Ehld Hpanml B (capacity building) (wpwBdsend aufiBL SHHUISHTD, DI
OuemTHeMerT  QUTHEMTHTY  FWBlenevenl O (BO606L,  Felpsd b  CHTHamIGmeTULD
BenpGaummid Fohdwins wrpid (World Economic Forum, 2022). Guwoepib ICT oBmid GLiewsisel
AUILILBHSHHO QHTLTUTET DLUIe|H6T Lew BHT{HE6Me0 GoBdTeemiuLl (HeTenel. 2 HTJeuIoTs,
Hafkin and Taggart (2001) gamieugiBured, ICT Ouewisend@ ‘“Information power”  ommibd
“Communication freedom” el @m WHHW Hpeisamenud auBIGHBSE. Gogibd, Sen
(1999) gemg Capability Approach Gsmiumiged suelwmibdwig GUTev, aUeIILIBGHSH6E0 6T6ILIG]
welsH] Hwg SHpeismen alfloyubdHd HaT aumpsmdsamw BiFamuils@n Spem@n. [CT
BHMe HBDHHIUSBHTT HHAIWLTES aleNbGHHBH. g OUemisEps@ information freedom
@b choice capability syl GyewtenLuyd eupmiGaEBaEl (Sen, 1999).

alL Geomienasd gFedled [CT-ouglinentuleorer GLemwiseT QFHTHe0(peneTe] euenTFS Fepd
LOTBBHSHET (PSS aUIQEULDTEL UTTSHSUILGEDBSEHI. Fepd  DTFUIED FeuUTe0HM6N 615J0SBTEwIL
waefl] FewadhdB@er, ICT yahw mpbIEms algalors o (Heurdujerengl. GuemniaeT @UICLITg
CaTH60HIL LIS 60t euflwims SHHIBGIT GIEN6VULD SHBEIHEN6ULD CeuaMiILBSHSS
eaT_madwerenery. UN Women (2021) ofléamas gmpieug Gumeo, “Digital inclusion is not
just access to technology, but participation in development.” @igmeug), ICT cpeold GuemTE6IT
FepSHHeT QFWEOUTL 1960 LIRIGCHBLITOTTHETTS  LOT B3I 613601

oL Geomemsuied ICT eufl GuemissT auILBGSHHO Lew Honmisbelled GeuellLGEBE.
QummentadTy  Hembd: ICT vweum®  euepomerd, Fhewd alflurssd, LBEILD HHSF
BaremeusEhHETRl  DigmIBme0  CLBGHBHIFBS (ADB, 2020). SouBpiL 6T Seweawibdl, 6l
Bevmienauier Fepsll UL, GOHwL Semwoliyw, ICT el QuemissT (LPaTGaBBSHMBHE
SLBUUBSHBHID V6V  2aEHGHalSGD  HTIISNTES  @AmbDemer. Fev  GHBLURISET
Ot ST EememTUILl LWSTLITL DL 6T TLoMmMBULITES STERILGID, Fov] Diend 2amaGHallILgID,
ICT vweuTlyet Feps gBpSHHBmer Simalsapa (Silva, 2020).

ObapF Geded Beueuruieler (pHHW  CETEED, e Bevmensuied ICT  Guewisei
CamlevwenanGeuniseilern aUsILILIGHH6D 6IaleUTH LIRISTHBBISBH THILINSH SLTTUIIHTGLD.
GBuuns, ICT vwewr® OCuediseie euUBHLOTRILD, &Fipsd LRIEG, SSIDLSMS LOBHBID
Camleo(wenere eueTTFFuled eTeleUTH HTHBD GBUBHHIHMBH 6Talend WHIIG CFuieug
Aeieuruialerr Gpréaom@d. Guweud ICT vweUT 1960 SleUTH6eT THTOBTETEHD HewL SH6iT
LBBID UTUINLSSEETLD DienLWTend HTeniLCh @eleuruialer Hienen CHTHEMIGSEMTGLD.

356, @eleurwie] ICT eaufwrs e @evmensulsd OuenideT OHTHeOLPeneTGouflei
AUQIILBHHHD BHBHWLD alHSHMBUID, DISBHTET HEWLH6I LOBBID CHTETENE UTUILIL|SHHEN6ULLD
SITUISBH. Ba WeGeailwbd SHlalmsHd SevdE 3 BEBID Hensowmer eauenyFd BevdHE
5 aFweuBpler SiglitienL. Grprésiomer “Oueatiseafe FLOHenew WBMILD FepH UIleNID 6T65TNH
BDevEHMB DML USBHTET 2 61TEHTT SLUIR|1 LUBISMIUTS alembiGLb.
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1.1 BevdbdlWw  LemTuie)]

saaue0  QTLumLed  Gamfleopi ub (ICT) wwBpid Ouewiser eauIliLBGHHe0 (Women
Empowerment) @pfidbs opuiaser sLbsh SHUB  emiBHeiled 2 eudenmalul  LBH3ID
P leneyseied  alfleusnLbaieener. OCuemisellesr  Fepsd, OQUTHETTSHTY,  LOBBID
2 emalwed (WaBaBmsHFHev  ICT  Wehs HTHHD CFNSHOUSTE LD  UIQ|H6IT
GUUIGHamBer. SULEGd o eosenmalul BB SeommeF FHeded GBOsTeTemiLL L
W AW spuiesemen  @hmdmandd, ICT  wBpid QuemideT — GHTLH(LPM6TEY
PG SHSHVSG 0L UleoTer o pened SLITUISIBSI.

Hafkin & Taggart (2001) smhser yspOusp owieled, ICT GCuetiseEnrsd ipfialer
o’ (Power of Information) wompid “Oxrijlier  @sgpHyw”  (Freedom of
Communication) eupBIGHBEHI 6lend  GUEIIIGHSIBaTT. SlauTseier &meEIug, ICT
CUENIHEHHEG HRIBET DILIIBIBMET  LSIHSH — OFTeTenayd, FhHeddHdh HHEUOHEMEIT
SIS, LFHW  Hpeiismen HBmIS0sTeTeaNeD aufeuGsdmg. Bspemed ICT, umeiens
FLOBlmeL LOBEILD CUTHATTHTY euenJFFlesTen (PHSU HHANWTS LOTBISBSI.

Sen (1999) seng Development as Freedom mrmeded, eugliLBHsHe0 6IQLG Qo6
gparsenen alfloubsHd), H&T AUTDEHMS (WQAHM6T HIFeRIUNSGD SHme oler allend@EHBmT].
by “@Hmer alfleurssd”  (Capability Expansion) ICT eufl eefignes  srsdluondpgl.
SHHEUL SDlEMIGH6L  LBE@ID  ofley udlfe Ouemiseier Feps URCHEBEHULD  ouenils
GWwBlenevenwu|d GobLBSHHSBEI.

Castells (2000) ICT-I “seps  suemevliiaieicvseflesr LHWw CUTHTTSTT DigSHHend”  eled
GBS BTT. oeuggh Network Society Theory Lig, saaied FepasdHHed Ouemisefler LFIG
SIUTHET BTGB LUSHMS  elelleuTnl  LWLBGSHIS BT — 6eLSHT  HgliienLulled
aars@BUUILLIuGaama.  [CT  vweurliger — epsotd OuewIgeT  HellenLILIBGSHSUILL L
Beweoullel(hbdl Fnl BBeyll LMISTETNSeNTS  LOTBIS 65360

Kabeer (1999) seng ouialed, QUemISeT aIsVIILIBGGHSHE0 (PN FnBIH6NTe0 Dl LILIL 6UTLD
otenids  FmmIBImy:  euenmisem  (Resources), oieud  (experience) LBE@ID  FTHDEIB6I
(Achievements). ICT @uwewpsimiloud CuiLemMB LMIEG 6uFSHBH. DIHI  CU6THISEHEEHTET
SIBmEL  CULBHBIBBS;  (PYOMBEGID  S@ILMSDE  eambGalbSBEl;  BHID
gigpmeansefal  Seneneud gL BHBH. B ICT Ouenisensnd  swmliyeor — gpesr
OBTEUTLUTHENTS  LOTBMISIBSI.

Huyer & Hafkin (2007) ICT @60 GuetitadeT LG UBBTEHOUNGST DIQLILIEHL ST 60T m 6N
oie] Gswg, “pediiied umeders Ufley” (Digital Gender Divide) e &(hoHewsH
SN(PSLILBGSHeT. SeUTHeT Py, Heoall Gemme, OFHTHeom 1 LWIBS UBBTESGMmB,
FpddH SHMLB6T, BHID  GBLUL  GumpiyseT  Guewiseflear  ICT  LRIGUBBMEVS
Gopddlamer. giemed  ACxHFwwd ICT  oeujsenen  Fepd  eUmELLILT6ITT605 GTHL 63T
e @GlD FHHWTHOD alleNmhiGHBSH.

Agarwal (2018) @pbdHwn wBpid s spflwrealsd Guenise GgmPsopemenGeuty ICT eauf
eleleuTyl  eUNBHMSH (PTODIBHEHB GBI  CTFLMBD HEWILMBIHITT. DleusdH puialler Lig,
ICT vwerumLreng Ouewiseier euewis SHpemer CLLGSHE, Sujsendd CBIY FHens
SEmIBmev  allpmIGHMEH.  Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram Guresis &Fepsd 261 smigbei
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GmBheH OCFevaled euemilad allembUTD WWBMBID TYHMSWTENTT CFHTLTUSEG 2 FH6|dlaTser.
@61 cpeold “micro-entrepreneurship” 6B LHw QUTHETTHTT HOTD ©_(HeUTSHU6T6ENSI.

Rahmaetal., (2025) unisemBsas B iged, ICT wBpid GUeNIST auIILBGHHMN BenLulleomet
2 Bewad Slley OFUISHTT. Seufseng  puieler  (pye), ICT vwen@® GCuemisene
saabllbens BpID Fepd wfuTamngduled GBI S5H55 (WaBaBBHms  gBLUBHBHISMBSH
el GPRUILLIUGEmE. ICT |0 vweusHain  Guediser, ICT U LwaUGSHHTSH
QuemtsmenalL 40% SIFHd eu@HLTEID GUBBIETENE TILZID DieuTHefer Spuialer (sl
(PIYAITGLD.

BevmienaF gGpedsv Tennakoon et al., (2022), seng Digital Gender Gaps in Sri Lanka  etgmiid
Suiafled, Guemideienr ICT umiguBBeled mBay—&gmot umgur® (Urban-Rural Divide)
GUILIL§5555TaH 2 _6Tengl aeid GUUIGS@BT]. Bayl Quesiseaisd 72% Guj @emewruibd
BBID Fepd 26ML_HHIGEM6NL LWSLGSHSHISepen] pemmed Sgmol Guemiseiso &g 35%
L BGw. @z ICT ausdsen wBBID Heval Heneouller WOTBILITEG STTEUIOTS GHBULLSTEH Si6u
FnBISIBTT.

Athapaththu & Nishantha (2021), @evmiensuiesr Fp wWBBID BGHSHST CBTHOWeMeTGaufled
ICT uvweumient spuiey OQawigery. ouieler (gelsd ICT vwemun@®  Cuexigeir
CamfleowenanBeunflent euemiiddh Hmeir LOBEBILD euTgdhendswTen LlenewilienL DI e B
elenr  GeuelliLBSHSLILL BHelTerng). auienid, Guemisefer LUIBS  euTWINILS6T (GHMBEUTS
miugl ICT vwemlger (WéHHw SHoLWTSS STRILUGHBSH.. QLG LOTHTEI5HIH 60
Quemige BuTBSGL UhdSW Gelled GHBLUSH HMEVeUTH6NTS  LOTASIUIGTENEIT  DLETT60
saugseier  Gummenmaty  weaGemmp ICT wweurliger  @Geoput® ST
gL sGerentadlujerengl. [CT  Hmpeisensn  CuobuBGSHHID vWIBdseT  Sujser  Fops
Wellenemreybamen (PSB! HHAIWLTES DIGHLOWIGOTLD 6163 SieuT LIfiHEHIenTSB].

Silva (2020) sengl Post-war Livelihoods of Women-headed Households syuiaied, ICT euL
BAevmienasUlas LTS EHHE CUTHMTHTY SFWbHensvenu! SieMbdHamigul SHmer CBTemIL Sl
aedh FmBIBBTT. GPEluTs, 9l Led BHaHF Caemeuse (LankaQR, EzCash) eufluins Gueiseit
alelad — BLAIH6T,  HaHenev  alBusen  LOBBIL  amdldH  UfleuTshHemedener
GuoposreiousBasTer  auTwilenUll QUBIFSIBETT. EH6 (PO  DIUTH6T  HHIG6ENH (& BLOL
QUBHLOTRIHMSUD Felpd Hlenevenuiujd GLolbLIB &SI IBeT].

Aevmiemaulsd YRl ed @l Geuel, @GULuTe  uTeder  SugliLienLuleomer 193l L 60
BevL_Oauerl, FifL STevmIGeTs0 Lew SpUiadeler SHeauaibms FiHaleTeng. LIRNEasia (2020)
Geualui L GameTensd Sipfidamauled, Ouemider, WHGWTT BBID SFTOLB  WEHDHEHHE
I L60 HWTHeT OBWID BenENILl  DEDIHED  (GHMBE] (PHB HOLWTS  SHLLSTH
GUUIGIBH. O alevenaurd OLEIH6T LeTemevet Heval, euemisld BBID HHF
Bremaumaiey LlaigpnGaHmBIIser. 9CxBured, Wanigasinghe (2023) seng [PS—Southern
Voice Spiaiev, Beomienas 6ot 1923l L 60 LOTBBESHH GTCLTSI GLIewTH 61T
UBSSNSSLILGMSTHAD, OCHTIHOEIL L uFHEeT, HH DHTe|, WLBHBID Fpd DI
LUBBTSGMB  SMIenions  Sleujseflear URGCHBL GmBeausTsad eedupisasidipry. Galpaya
(2022) seargyr  UN Women gpfsmauien, ondful  Brhseisd  OLewissT  OBHID
SLeIBEhHBemLUleomer  Semewrwil  LweUTL (B Coupium®  Fewpd,  QUTHOTTHTY  LOBEBID
uemtUT. (B SmyenidenTed o (haurdlamal eaiml allend@Gamry. Guwesud, Galpaya (2019) seng
IDRC 9onismauled, Ogbardw BThHHeMed 1Sl SEMISH60 OBBID  LW6TUTL 1960
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QuemiaseT  GamPevmI L aliflienife] BBID &eval  euTuIlIEefe  LBBTSHEmBULTED
USImGaUSTS GBIULIL (Betemmy. @elauTule)sel SiemenhHild CFIbhal, E6evmenduled LITeVlest
FIHIHIUHMSH 2 BIHIUBHHID YLD OBTeTenHH6T LOBBID CUEHISHEHHEG CBHTHEOHIL LI
SlgliuenLuieomer FHmesr G’ (B HIULMIS6T Seudd 6L 6160l eTme.

UNDP (2020) @eueflui L. Digital Transformation and Women’s Economic Empowerment
opfidmauiey, ICT aufl CQuediaer G Tso(wemaie] eauenjddl “inclusive growth” @mrébsdae0
(PHBW LRISTBBISBS 6 SmBLUUGSHBE. OH5 SBidms aelupissieug, [CT seval
wpmpid uwWiBd epeold GuUeTEET GHTIIOPeeTCauTflelr FHmeiidenen GLODLIGSHHIMISHET  LPeVLD
FUWPSTWHH OTHSH o BUSHFH HBEID 2 UI(HLD GTRILSTGLD.

ICTA Sri Lanka (2022) Qeuefui .. Women in Digital Economy oipfiéemas, &eomienduiesr
Guemissem ICT giempuied umGsmy G@eeid 30% &G GHOBUTS 2 66Nl 616
GBUIGS B eefgid, GueniseT QFHTfleopenearGouny ICT oiFHsbd LWSTUGSHSHID SHMBHET:
fashion, palmyrah-based crafts, processed foods, tailoring and textile industries eles
sTeILGaBEH. @FH6 cpeold [CT QuemiaeEpds@ LUHW GUTHEMTSTT euTUWILILEMETULD, Fepd
aUellemoemWILLD DleTl I MBS

EQUALS Global Partnership (2021) Gender Digital Divide Report &0, ICT woBpid umeSeor
Foplemev @enLulevTen o mever SuITUIbHEHeTeNg. SiHer U, [CT vweum iger FwdHgieud
Be0euTHH 2 _6udenaled 260 LleLeTIWET GILICHIHEMETSH HHoUED SIS0 EHHSH allevsHs
meUSHFHIETeNF. DHewadh Hibd Heval, OFTellend WLBBID Fpsd PHTE| DleuFUID 6T6a
SlUTH6lT  UflHHIenT b d 6ImBent.

World Bank (2021) Women and ICT in South Asia syuiaied, ICT ougrient uleomen GLemidbel
O TH60eneBeuri] 6U(HLOTEID, FepS DIMISHTID LOBHBID GBU  (PIYLauGBLLSBaTe (LpSHai
LUBISTBBIS OB  6lard  dFmpdng. Seujsefar uialed ICT uvwemigesr cpsod 27%
OuewigeT  FHMBeT  eumisHmS  alflouBssHuleieneny  Guoed  33%  Guewisei
HateubLbendsulled (LpeiTGaaImBmLD & 6wT([H6ITeTeuT.

AL QevminadF  Fpedled GBosmeaTeniuBl @eleutuie), Comsewi 2 eudeTalwl LOBHID
o eenmy opuiasefar ougliuemLuied [CT vwemiger sBOUTmSHW Blenevenul, GlLIeuTH61 6o
Gamflev(peneare] auIILBHH0 Slemened, WBBID [CT LweTIged STEILILBILD  HenL &H6iT
LBBID  TUILILSMmET  QHRISmeHSH Spule] CFUISBH. BFH o 6TEhT FpsdHHer
o euiemowimen Sigilieumiseier SiglitenLuisd ICT-driven Women Empowerment Framework
QOB 2 (HaUTHGHLD CHTHSHHIL T (LPTOTBHHSLILIGSBSH.

2. QUIe| (Wwenpuiluiey

AeieuTuialer (LpenBemUNLIEd L6V SIBHdHGHIBmeT 2 ML UG, DFFTHIS DPIHMmBH6T LOBHBID
SHIFH6T cpevld Fepsll  Lsieenflenwl euedTwmIbSmal. ChIpsll GuLigseT cpeold L6l
SIILABEIGMET LUHe| CFUFBEH. BFH “HB6aUsd SLHTIOTET  LewiLiuied (pepmenouiulsy”
(Information-based Qualitative Methodology) etends gnmevrid. 1evGevafiid BevdEH-3 BFHBES
5SB! DIYHSHEMOTS aleNRIGHBH. oeraned DiH aUIILBHHM60 Oeumd CUT(HEMTTSHTY
(TCHIMBMWLOTS  DILEVTSHI, Fepd Il (HHEMEOUWITHS BTSB!
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Ohs e Grewih CaTiurhdenen @emenibHBEH. OLewHeT aIILBGHH0 Gamum®h
(Women Empowerment Theory) wmpid Hseusd gepsd Gamiur® (Information Society
Theory). GQuemTEH6T QNI ILIGHH0 GCHTLUTH, OLEHIHT HEIG6T FHBaidanen GeauallLBEHS,
Fepd  LURIGUBBISHI60 (PIemWTsS  FHUBMSBHTR  OFWLOPmB 6Tl aleIWLBISHSHIB B
(Kabeer, 1999). saeaied Fepspd Gamiun@p, welldh GLDUT 96T (PEHBW  DIYSHSHENIDTHD
smaFmg  (Castells, 2000). Ssuailgemib Geweoruyd Gurg ICT, Guemisefet eaiedenio
wBLID Hpemer QeuellLBGHHID FEHauTUihdH SHANWTS OTBISBSI.

Bbs e oenegmy (Quantitative) wmmid uewilwed (Qualitative) (wenmasefet  eLpsuld
srasmen Cszfledpgl. gOaafled GUaTIEaTeET SIILIOIMIGET, FaIT6LH6T OBMID  FepsH
LOTBBRIGET 6T6e0IH6NMTe0 L (B eflemhalUL  (PIQUITE. OLewIHeMeT GIe0, o ewif&dl, LBBID
Fepsd  Hemev LBl  DleUTHeTNET UMDl O _GITeUSHBHTE  (LPHSIWILDTET e &H6IT
aaiLFHTeL, @eleumule] SeuBeds  Crryuwrss  CslBG  uFHe] QFLUD  (penBENUIL
LWSTUGSSHIPBH. BOHEG DPFTHES DBHMBH6T, QUTH SHIEYS6T, LOBHID &L L enDSHSILL L
Goiupsll GuligseT iglwemeuu|d LW6TLGSSILIL (BeiTereor.

HB6U60 CHTLIUTL 60 CHTHeOBHIL LUSFH&T Unmms HUTG Cauiuyd Gurgl, yuieumeny (LpgHedev
SSRGS  DBHMBEHET  LOBEBID  FHIeayden cpeold  Guemiselear SBEUTMSHW  Henevenul
aymuibaTy. Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) Geueful . ICT vweun®  Lospid
Camfleowenere] Lieelaleurmiger, OuenigeT OFHTHeopenere euenfFHullesr LIfiLoTewImISmer
alendHapar. sl e, Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment
(2022) Qeueriui L. “Women’s Development Report” euL wrsmemgdler Guewiger ICT uuipd
wBpIb  CeTfeowenarey URGCEHBLIN OHSfHH Gfeud  @BLUUSTE  GSBIULIBGSBSI.
I FHLOTRT DIFTHISSH HIeUH6T CUETIHET FepSHHe0 LOTBBLD GHUBSHSBID LleiTeuremntenuid
ST._HHIB. LETT60 DlM6Y NS  DIDILIIHIBETST  HIEHIDIGTT6YBM6NL LUHey GClFuiul
WPQWITSEI. SLH6UTeL, Spuieuteny uUewiliwed (pevpulenerd Bsiey OFUiIgieTerT.

Sy S LenwdsIUl L Crwpsll Guligse (Semi-structured Interviews) eweold, wimpliLimesst
wral LsmadF  Casibsd 25 Ouenisel  OCamfledwenaGeunfler  SigniLIBISET  USHley
QUL Ler. eeuGeum(h Guiigujlb &My 45 (PHe0 @ LOeWNGHHWTEID U BloHSHI.
Obapsd uamiiwed uieled, wmpliuteansdmsd Caibd ICT QFHmPsOmIL LSHmSH LIUIGLIGSSHID
25  Ouewidel  BHIHOBHBHSHBLILLLE. SeUTH6eNH  DDILBIGHN 2 6Tem  QLITHIeUTeT
LTRIUT (ST SILBIHSI, Qb  SHUGUTMmeT  SigliuenLufleomenr  GamlumlenL
o _(heuTdHGasBHTE BxHJeuten wrdfl (purposive sampling) LSLUBBUILLL S DLUI6|BEDHEHSL!
Gurgleurs 20-30 mUTH6T GungioTengl elerd FnmiBemeny (Charmaz, 2006; Creswell, 2013).
Guoaub  Guest et al., (2006) GuBOsTemi SpUialed, @CIFTHTTWI LIGWILH6T OB TemTL
wéHeMenL B 12-20 GrjsTanevseilsd o ewienownel Hreydh HLbCFJHma (saturation)
SIMLeUGH FTHHWILD elenr Hewl Bl Betengl. Dbd Spuialer L@GHuled o 6o GLIEISH6NT
6le0Beum(pld Gy  Fewps-UewiLT (B LBBID WHS Leilemeni OCHTERILUTHET 6ISILISHT60, 25
BUTHMEN o 6Ten s @ObgH LrHfF FTem, (WPHHWIDTET 2 66N SEHRIS6T  LOBBID
FBIBHMNS HEWILBOUSBSGH FWHBHHTESLD..

2.1 ey WyFdenest

wImpLiumesor omeul L $&Hled Guemise G mileopenaGautisel DIFHEflHal aIHBBTIHET SL6TT60
slufsengl [CT auf cuenliadhmsd alflouBHHid Hmer Beaieib Wl GUUBGSSUIUL L BHleneouled
o eatengl. ICT vweun®, eu@HOTEIND LOBE@ID  Fupsd URIGUBDB Sl uleomear o mey
Fleoeulwioms  LfhgI0smeTentiLLalevemev. Liew FThis Sfdamnaser [CT uuiBdser wompib
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Quemise  GamPeopeneate] Gwwbur®d umpl GBILUIGH B, Semed SibHH  LulBdserier
® auienOWITen Felpdh alledeneydel UBMIL HTaluled SUIa|EH6T GmBets o etener (Ministry
of Women’s Affairs, 2022; ICTA, 2023).

Gueuid, Feps  wettiumeaiend, [CT vweUTEmL UTHESBE. oo GHBLOURIB6T0 CLewHIHET,
Aewentld  UWSTUGSSHINS, Fpd 261 &l LWeTUT(H “OIHmUHBTIOTEH”  6Tend
SHBUIUBHBH. BFeimev, Ouemider ICT  eufl euswlls suruiliysemen  LWETUGSHDS
SwniGHemen. §6s Fwowib, sevalwmey WHs Berd Guewissr ICT & gHeenbLildbenau L 6
vwsubsadapery (Hilbert, 2011). @bs wprewiumLmer Hemsv el Qevmiensuisd 1CT
OBOBID  OUEITH6T  IIILBHH0 DewlLuleomel o mened  SLOWOTS  EgTul  Ceuewtigwl
ST WLHMSH 2 (HEUTHSHB B!

Sa6au60 BEId OFHTLIUTL G mbeop ub (ICT) OQueamissT aIIILIGHHISHETER FTHEOIOTH
o cuaenalled LG Ui BH6T  BLSHSLILL (heitemenr.  eleflenid, Gumy uUTHSHH  euL
BeomIenBUIST HTHBHIAULOTET Felpsll LIGHILTL(H ,0ene0 eDOWILDTSS OBTeRIL HLUI6|SH6T LSS
Gompeutd o _eiener. GPLuTs, ICT wweumliged ssvalwpley WdHs @embd GUemISET LOHBBID
sevalwmle) Gmphd OuaiseEnrdd @i uleorer CoumpiumGseT uBpBlw alfleuTer SLUIa 6T
®evemev.  Geuitd, HBOUTEH o eten  guuieyser  ICT vweun®  cpsod  GuemTS6NT
AUILILBGSHSHMISBSBTET OGLTEH UTTeneuenw! WL GOW (paiemeusdHsH MBS BB DIH6INTL, EbHH
a6  “HHeucd  LBEID  OHTLIUTL OHTHOHILUD Il E6e0mienaule  WIMLDLILITENT
el L SFHlev GLentdeT QFHTHe0WwenerGourflen auaIILBSHHNSSGF FBUUTs LmisaNsSBHT?’
g (pHFHws CxealdE el STemt  (PWeOSBH. BbS HeweoulGso,  wimpLILITERT
Tl L SHmS MWLWITSES OCaTamiL Bbhs pUle], &iupd &SLEUUTHSEHSEGSWD  Semerul
Ouemisefer Bolenr FhoHemaseEbdsGh Aewl Cuwmer  (pyewiLTBHenen  OCleuerildbO\BTem (B
QUHAUSTEL, BFH @ (WhIHwiomer ITUIFS RewL Oeueflenw BIFlLSBS.

2.2 uuieienr GprHsmiseT

Bsueuruiaier (o Crresid, WeoBsuaiwid olalmss Bevd@-3 (MDG 3), “Ouesisamen
aILILBSHSH  uTeller  FoBleneven!  GbLBHHIHE0”  eleip  CHTUTLIger  SigliLienL Uiy,
wimpliument  oTeul L GHe0  Guewt  GambleopenanBaunisefler eumpsemauiso ICT  ereieurm
FHTEHHMSH GHLUBSHIFBSH 61N DLTTUISHTGLD.

BapBarer Hlemew GhToHamise Lo mHoms:

1. wmpliument el L GFHe0 Guemigeir, G HTHe0WenaGauriy, HH6U6L LOBEBID
CHTLIUTL60 GOFHTHMNEHIL LSHmSH 6hS umsulled Siamidl, LIWeTLGSHSHISBTTH6I
GTRILINSHS  HEWIL1515H60.

2. ICT vwen® Ouenisefer OQUTHMTHTY 6uedlenid, Fepd LIMIGLMBB6D, LOHBMBID
2 enalwed SHeranbLliibmauiled gBUBSHIHID HTHHHMSH SLITUIH60.

3. ICT uweum’iged GuemiseT aTTOSTeTEHD Fepd, OFHTHOHIL L OBEBID HEOTFFT]Y
SHEML_BHENGT  SIGNLWITILD  BHITEIDISH6L.

4. ICT eaufl GuenigeT BTG aUIILBHHMeD 2aMEGHalHs OIJFTRISLD
BLID Fepsd DmLH6T CBOsTeTeNSamgul OFBTeTeNSHMET  LIflHEHIenT &HSH60.
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Bemeu SmISHHID WevBevaiwid Silalhdhs) EevdGH-3 e Dl GHTHBMmISHEHL 63T
Education, Economic Participation, Decision-making, and Social Equality G@pyiguims
(566501 &5 GBT3 60T.

2.3 shHICHT6ITH6I

Bsuautuie]  Sugliuenuled vemiwed (Qualitative) euuie] 6IILIBT60, @60 H(HAHIBHT6THEIT
yeteflafleugss  Camium@Bsenms  Seveondl  Sywmeiliys  smaiBsmeiser  (Propositional
Hypotheses) @lebeug conceptual assumptions &  6eugeuenLDESLILL (BeTemer.  Seney
aTIFAuler Hevg WBBID dwwWd HHHmSH OeueliLBHHIS 6Tmse.

1. ICT uwen@® Gueniseaie QTfeo(pamarey aumiFfsE eabGald@Glhd FoHWTH
o eitengl: OQuewizel ICT aufl FHend DieWIBHmev, alewNE alleMDUTHMSH, LOBHBID
QUMYSHMBWTENT OHTLJLBemen GibLIBHSHISOBerT. BgH SlauTseiler QUITHETTHTY
FWHeneven] o WTSHHISBSI.

2. ICT Ouewizefien eenbisms WLHBEID Fps UKBIGUBBmeD GCILGHHISBSI:
ICT vweumligest cpeuld OLICHTH6T HHB6UeD LISIT6Y, Fepd euenevliLieiiersd LOBH3ID
WeaupBsG umGsBLIsd FHUGSHIBTT. BFH  Fpd  DRSHTTHMBUID
WM SHOWUD 2 WIFSHHIFBSH.

3. ICT wwemiged o 6itenn HMLS6IT GRS UEILILIGSHDHMEVS (& 6NBEHB GBI
el uFdH  GempuT®h, OSTHOEIL L  Spialeemo, LBHBID &Fips eI
Gunei smyemiaet ICT eufl euaILBSHSHe0 (WeTCaBBHmSH HewL GlFuIs enmen.

4. ICT g&meir Guibur@ (Digital Literacy) Ouemisefiar euenflas aswimbensveni
s sflespg: LuIBd oums Ouediset ICT gl LWETLGSS euenlla (LPlg6eysHemer
&Ml abhsssH OCFHTLRGH BN @H6 cpeold Seufser “‘dependent earners”
SleveuTg “decision-makers” &us LTS EBET].

5. WeoBsvalwd SLIBHSHSH Bevs&-3 ICT eufl mewL(wenpuied GeueliLGEABS.
QuemigeT  Heval, OUTHEMTHTY UMIG, WLBBID Fepd  (WPAToIBLY — SLElwl
sommseiev ICT gl vweudsHs wearGapieuser cpsod, MDG 3 Qa1 Crrsasd
WIMPLILITETSHSH 60 2 6mTenLOWITE  aUlgaID GLBISIBS.

Bbd BHBHICHTeNHET Suialer SjglimL HoHHeud Gsriumi e (Empowerment through
ICT) o2 _mgdliuGssisement.

3. GuUDICUBIBEHLD SH6VHBHIEMFWITL QLD

Beveumuiedesr (P96 61T WITLDLILIT 6BoT LOTeUL L &HemH MLWLILIBGHI) ©lL1euor
Camflev(enenBautiseien Haaled BBID OHTLIUTL6 OFHTheom L (ICT) SiEiLeubisamen
CeueMliL(BSHSHIF TBeT.  WTDLILTERILD Ul Sevmienaule Heval LBBID  CHTHeO(LPen6T6]
MLOWIDTS @ (HHSHTeVID, CuewideT OHTHe0WeameGaur e Feps GQUTHEMTHTT Henew E)6iTanild
auenr&Fluienr bl HleweoulBeoBuw o eitengl. @eleuTule], SIFFTRISSH HIEUH6T LOBHBID
Grisrenevser eufuwns, ICT ey Sibs OTBBSHIHBETEOT SHHANWTS LOTBISBSH 61T
SIS aT6TEGHDHBSH.

Department of Census and Statistics, (2022) OGeuefuii’c ICT vweum (G Sipfidems  LIg,

wimpliumesr — rall L g&He0  Guemideied  52.3% Gui  erOoml Gumest  LILIGTLH SIS 13601
opeimev, @emewiwil Lweim® 41% wlEOw. £6Cs gFwwib, OFHTHOWPMETR] LIBIGHUBB6O
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(entrepreneurial participation) Quemigefed 28% eieid sTeRIILGHBH. A& OHefleurs ICT
wBpIb  OFTPs(pmera] @eLuleomer o meved OeueflILGHHFBSHI. HHEUD  HIENIH6ED
SIFFBoTaCUTH Cuemiseafe GUITHEMTHTT UMIE euelLGaBaE. eelad, ICT uwetum iged
AW, Heval LBBID GOBULU DHTE| SpFWiened (PSHHU HTHHLD CF eI HId 636

Crywpsll  Bulyseflsd  OQuepbureorenr  Ouewisst, ICT  seufselar  CETHs0Wem6T6]
ampHmaUTed “TBmaHHer eutuleons” alenmiGH B 616d  Fnpsleu].

MmBHWeL OHTPeLIPem6TeU] (U 42, WTDLILITEUOTLD)

“(LPEITEIT6L QUTIQSHENHWITETTHM6N HTewl HedL_H@& euyGauewigwigl, BiBuTsH WhatsApp
o oLy aBEBCmer. Geuemev GCHIHensuld BFLildhaGment.”

&z ICT euf gpulL GCry (pwaETMWHHID LBEBILD elenlds CFweOHBeT  euemisdluiest
Oxefleurer e1GSHHIHHTL (B.

Len&TOLIMT(HeT mBHOSHTH0 QFuiud Guemt (euuigl 33, WMDLILITENILD)

“wmptiurensaled ail el mHb8sH Lemerll UMbl a6l alBuemer QFUISGBeT, Liewigma
Grymiseriev Facebook CIOEE T Gum_GLmemeul Gum_ allBalCmeir
GeueBTLI9el(HHCH SLJLTH6IT euHLD.”

Fpmleving SWTFLLTeT (euuwigl 52, WTPLILITENRILD)

“(peitediTed BIeT eTaighl SWMfllienu SITwsHHBGH6T W GO alBGmper. @UCLITg
Facebook eufluims Qsmupblledmbaid, Geuefbrlged(hhaiid S4JLT auBBBSL.”

@sarayser ICT @& aemils alflundss Fodlomw  OQauellLBHHPBH. SsieuTuiailed
ugSeOFwiwiu’ L SemiueumigeT  wmplibment wmall LeHed [CT eufl o meum@d GLewiselt
AQIILBGSHHe0ET  Lew  DibSGHImen  OeuellILBGSHHIBOIBeT.  (PSHTMOWITS,  CLITHENTTHI]Y
uIILGSHD OFefleurssd srewiiLGaBgl. U Ousmiger ICT aufl sniser aumisdhms
alfleuBSHWLSHIL 6T, GOBWL  UBLTEISHSH0 (WoHHw LmsTBBS sTLmsluwsTeneny. [CTA
(2022) osms awmpleugl Gumev, wmpliumengdled ICT wuiBd QuBB CuemissT FyTafuims
ICT uiBd QupTs Guetisamenal 35% oiFHs eumwomend F(Gaamen. @a ICT seval
wBBID CFHTHeopenere aenTsFd SeLuleomer GBIy o meveu o BFHILBGHBHISMBSH.

SIBSHSIHTH, Fepd UNILIBHH0 CUFHID OeuefLl L. 160 OLEWIH6T, Fpd 6L HHIG6N
ol LB OuesEpL T Denemihdhl DILIOIBIGMET LSTHHI0CST6TS me].

Fimienrg  SwmHOuTeny (auwigl 45, WmpLILITeTLD)
“Whatsapp @wsseiled Caibal @HaumEBCaTHa] o Hal CFISCBID wWmyTeug

auenllas LIg&Fflenest OFTeaINTeL OBBUTHET Ul OFTELATTH6IT.”
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Quewt OFHmhevpemereu] (euwig 40, WITPULITENILD)

“WhatsApp & wsseied BB CuetiseEnLer CFJbha Slamilieud USIHHICBTETSGMBLD
B3 BHEG HINDLIHMS HHBMSHI.”

®x ICT OuedseflewBu  Feps  NenewilienLiubd peer support network squjb
o (HUTSHEHWeTengl. Fepd auenevlillaiency GLaseaia SHaRNbLlbmadmul 2 WTsHaHeCHT(H,
SlUJHeMeT  Fepd DMSHMHMSUD I ILGSHHISBEH.  Cosod ICT  saufl 2 enaiuied
AUVIILBGSHHO GHS HTHHD CFIHHUIETENH. (6T HeWIUST DIeV6VHI (& BLOLIG I eorflest
2 galuLer euewllad (paysmen 6BHH Ouemiser, GUIGuTas SThSCT (g6 TBHDHDH
OFHTLMIU|6iT6me0T].

urgiouflw enselens alBLMEIITENT (uuwigl 28, WTIDLILITERID)

“Brer alemev B OCEFUISCBET BT euTgHmaBWITaNTHEpL el CuadGper. @
aHEG OUELD BILIHMBMUSHHBBEHI. SBHEMT6L 6lIHE REVTULD HenL SHHBHI.”

@z ICT afl o pauntg aswseaeibllsmauiea Geuafiun® ou@w. ICT aufl S degd
SHBEU6L LOBMID FUWIHlensv, OLemIdMmeT “BLoLldbmBUleTen auemiad SHeme0aTHeTTS  LOTHBNBISBSI.
9683 BGprsHglev, ICT LWSILTLIgEL 2 6o HenL H6iT DSIMID SHaIFLOTEHS STeILILIBE GT36.
Guiysefed 60% OLewIH6T, Benemil UFH GMBUTH LBHBID CFevalaid HHHLD eTaTLIMBHS
Fasleury.

Ouewt QFmHleo(pemetau] (suuligl 35, WTLDLILITENILD)

“QememSHHBHTH TG (52000 CFeve] UIIBH. Seme0  Fov  CHImISeTeL
OB Geunys L bETgl.”
@Obs gappl ICT o _sasl Lenwliiear uBBTEGmBmw GeuefliLGSHIFBE. DSBEG Bwed, e
QUeTH6T Fepd THTUMUF &Fh)dbd e3eu.

Ouewt OBmHev(pemertau] (suuligl 26, WTLDLILITENRILD)

“eT6d16u1 BHMTERID Heor(pld CUTET LWSTLGSHHBBTUI? 66T Dlgdbdlg CUITET aUHE BT’
e Caeialsel @GHBOUSHNHHBH UHD 6l LS BSHMBHS CFHTHeOemetCoury  Flevif
GUuICLe. @z  Gumem  umybuflw  weuneiemwaset  ICT  LweLT L g — HevL
Qg U1 evTment.
Bulyseaied seval BEID Hemevpems GeaumimBd Geuefliii L gl @embd Guemiser ICT
ST bendWL 6T LIWLGTLBSHSHISOIBIT. SLeommed (LSS ClLewiseT CHTHe0mIL LigH 6T LESHTeor
OIFFHMS OGeauelliuBsheny. 50 suwig OUewT HeuT LIeTeu(HLOTM Fn3leoTT.

Fw weflewassemL. 2 flenowmeny (suwig 50, WTLDLILITEmILD)

“BreT LWLILGSCBET gHTeugkl M DIpHFH goTaud DiIITalBGCuGam? Gumenest
LwaeTeHs  allGeuGerm?”
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@seimed  ICT vwem’iged awg Siaitiel  CoumiumGseT  euedlenlowlimes  GlFeLaITHGHE
CFHHID HTTeRlHeNTS  LOTMIS 6360,

SIFTRIS FHTeBEHD BmadCuw o BIHILGSSHIHamer (2 @ 1). Ministry of Women’s Affairs
(2022) osems ulg, wmpliument wral LsHHeo ICT uuisd Gump Guewiseisd 68% Gui
smEeT Gamfleopamereasd Hmpeidamen GuobubsHdueretery. opemed ICT wuiBdl Guprs
Ouewiseied @z 37% wLBOWw. 9Bx6umed, ICTA (2022) ofidms gmpieugd Gumeo, ICT
vwetuTL 196t eweold 45%  Ouentde euemilad  alfleurdsd  sewieireneny Gweb 32% Gui
gepd  Bahpaseien LRBsBad OFTLmSueieaar. @ cpod  ICT  Guewmisenet
SHemUIed(HhH FPBHF HENeVTHMTHAD OCFWIBUTL L TEMTHEMTHAILD LOTBHIU6ETETSI.

Impact of ICT Training on Women in Jaffna (2022)
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2 ® 1: wrplutengded Cuediasepdaten [CT wulBduler sHrobsmisein
apsotd: 2022, ICTA and Ministry of Women Affair

CrssHHe0  wmpliurent Ouswiseier ICT oeuemser three-dimensional empowerment
610 FnBEUTD.  QUTHEMTHTY  SFWSFTIUBHIENeD, Fepd LRIGUBB6D, LBBID 2 enailuled
SaibLbmd. @emal  Le0Geelwid SLlalhHs @evdd 3 auelwmISSHID “Guemiserer
SWmlensv LOBBID (WPYLuhEGLD SHmer 6 Crroasshaiar Chrguns Semendlamer. [CT
uflelr LMmIG Oeumid OHTPOHI LI SHAIWTES IV, FPSH LOTHM 2 [HHIFHIH WTGLD.

Bbs Spuialed Geueliul L @ whduwwrer o e, ICT Ouewiseaier auTpemel “HH6Ie0
FWHemeOU|L 63T Fnlgul  LOTBBL”  CBTéHd  (PpartbeahdHalsF OCFe0ama.  “BrimssT  SUCUTg
wWrengulb  SrHHHEd  Geuemiguidhevens0  aImgdHamEWmeneny GChITES SIEmIGIPIQUID” 6163
QM Ouewiweniuier BB BT SeLwrenorGh. &% Sen (1999) &mpPw  capability
expansion e CamiumienL o pHILGSHFBEH. ICT Ouaisende BsijasF &SHHHTLD
LBBID CFWIEL HMET IHIGDHBSH.

968z Cryszlev, ICT LwWLT 6T STHHD FepsHHar Lai(pd DIBHGHDHeMe0 CoupLiBGEBSI.
baIL QuewideT ICT &9 auewias ChTossHHBETHI LWGTLGSHISBTTH6T. DLEIT60 SFTOrILMB
QUETTH6T DiFHemend HHeued GUBIISBHTS WL BHOWL LWETLGSHIBBTTS6T. Ba digital divide
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m GeuelupsHaIdmal (Tennakoon et al., 2022). wmptiumenr Bayl UGHseieo ICT LwesLn®
58% euemy @\HHSTEID, o LB Symoliphiseieog 35% &@eir WL GO o eengl. G&Hermev
ICT ol o maum@ld uIILBHH60 6160CT(HSBGHID FWTHF OF06UH606N60  CTEILINS
ST (HSBS.

opemmev  ICT vweuml yer Gopbhs Slemaleid Guenisefled o Haum@Gh IBBL  WGHS
W&HBHwHGeud uBESBal. Hev Guediaser “ICT sufl BLHEG GTeL HMLHHH 6160dH Fnpslea].
Bsear Qumme, ICT Guenidemen &Fepd 2 IWTL 66T MWGHHBEGS CETenih UbHSHIeTeTHI.
FepdH 2L FHIG6T, GUTL VI GH(PSHH6T, LBBID W L 60 euenild HemIS6T DleuTaHeres
SHTM60 Q6VHHF Q&8 6iTment. [OES QLI6wT & 617 68T ST Flied LOBmILD FelpsH
U HHSSSIUSHBHTET DHQHBEMOME  OTBISBSI-

Baieumuialler  (pdbduwioter  elendsd, ICT  wmpliumewt  CQuewtdeaier  euTDoHensuied
WevBeualld  @evd@-3  euelwpidaitd  “‘empowerment through participation”  eress
Gamium enL menL (pempuisd GeualliLbGsHaHFBa 6iaiLiCs. ICT QueniaeEndEd Siley, HH6u6D,
LBBID  eewid uUTUWINLSM6T  IHIGICHTH L (BLO60V, DIUTHET HRISET  GUTDHMD
wyasmen HTOW e1hEHHHamgul BLlbmadmwud o mautd@Gdng. [CT auf oeujserr
FTihE euTIpD Blemev OTH Swimger LOTGeITT&H6NTS  LOMMIU6iT660T].

Bgemed, wWmpliuTenidhHe0 Ouewisel Gamfsowenstey euengFd ICT & e OFHTHeOHIL LI
SHAIWTS Be0eoTH Fepd BHMevSHT FHHWTHS SHTREHBEHl. DleugHel eaumpaisd [CT
aeILG  UBLTETSHS6T Ul L (Bosvev, wflwmemulles euflujld FBH. @ ClewT
UmIBsBUITEN FnpileorT:

Quewt OFHTHe0(pemetau] (euwighl 35, WITPLLITENILD)

“oreitement  @LIGLTH  6160CUT(HLD  GUIBEHETTWITE  DIMPESIBTTH6T. @DFHI  6TAHG
QUL HHABSHI.”

s aumsdwbd ICT eufl Guemiser GQuBMIeTen LHW SienLwimendhHer o uljliumer Freiy)
G,  CTHSHHeO  wmpliument Tl L SSHeT  QuenidsT  GHTe0eneatCouriaerles
s@uamssT ICT aufl MHawbd Fups LIBBSMS 2 BIFUUGSHHISEmer. L6le0GeveMuiD
SaHHEH BevdH&-3 BT LTelel FoBenew CHTEH@GHH6 BmIEG UTDSHMBF FTIBIHETS
wrpdemper. [CT Quemiseiear mauled @ UHw o vssHHar HmaGsmeors LommluleTeng).
PO oPfley, CUTHENMTHTIEF SFWHBlenev, LOBMILD Fepd DMSHTID aIBTeEdF Cajalaimer.
BFHeT elpeold WITPLILITERT OLIewTIH6T, “HHalsd aulfl alBhGHmeouilet @Greons” SHaDaIBe].

O] SLULSSLIULL  ChIsTenievseied WMpLiUTen Lomal L SnddF CFbsd 25 OGlewmisel
CeuaMliupsHHW  (WeHHw HHSHH, ICT SeuTsen eumbdbendsuier “gHement HHal~ D606V
“oTBpHHeT aufl” eTemid 2 emeuT@Gd. 19l Led Semisev (Digital Access), HetanbLidbmas
(Self-confidence), seps euedemio (Social Empowerment), wmmib urmeden sHew et (Gender
Barriers) e16i13  SigriLienLH6fled GBI SLILIL 6UTLD.

“‘wallLed EmIBe” ICT vweum s Sl euruiliysenen  LIFsHuelsdBgl.  Le0
CuemTseT Benerild WBMID Gomenued Gume eufluims euewilsa aumUiIliLSenel U666
aemed  Flevf Qewemil  eugFHulem GHBUTH WBBID FTHI  UBBTHSHMB  STJENILOTS
LeienienLemeud FhdHeHHe]. “Heitenblibensd” eaim  SlgliuemLuled Grréadlermsd ICT eauf
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Cueniselenr o enalulsd LOTHBBHMSH OCeuallILBHHISBSHI. L6OT SHRIH6T IS  (LPIY6 SN
TG  aBdEHH OCHTLmSWeTemeny. “Brer  (pgey GFUIW  (PQUID”  ETRIB 266
o (meuTdlwjeiengl.  “Fepd  euedewn” el Sigliuenluled  Guewiser  ICT  eufl
RHAUHBOBTHAT DUHTQ| DleMHH, Fepsd  auemelIlaiacvdssT 6l LS  @Bbpienoenul
2 _(HUTHGHIIMBNT  elaLmHD HTLHHBH. Qpeomed  “Umellerr  FHewL &6l @eienid [CT
uwerum 6w S BLLGSHHIHemer. Feo  GBumseisy OLeudafer Semewrull  LWeLIT®
Beiaid FHBHEBHHIL 6T UMTHSUILBHMBSI.

B5HpHaI0H61T MDG 3 Qet SiglilemL. CHTéHsHHIL 6T CHIQUITS Eenentslenmet. LHe0Gev6MNWID
SaHHEH Bevddler Lg, Ouemisellal aIILGHH0 &epsd FHBHIAID, Heoal, LOBMID
Qummenmary  umkig e Baw  Geuewmdlo (UNDP, 2005). @suaunuiaieo ICT  oibs
FIDHBHIUGHNSH HBDSHID SHANWTEF GFwWeoLGHBSEH. ol Bevmmauilear FepsdhdHeo [CT

13

afl  Guemtds  “(pLauBEGL LRGsBUTITIHTS”  ipiIdameny. &g Empowerment

through Participation eteoip GamiurlenL o mIFILGSHIFBSH (Kabeer, 1999).

OFTRE SPdmaser aufursan BCs Gursg o mHILGSHSILGSBE. ICTA Sri Lanka
(2022) omsms GMIllbeug Gume, eIl wTSTEISHH D GCUEsT GCHTIHe0(LpenaTBeauilsd
ICT uweun® 45% euedy oIFHsFHHl6Meng. Speme0 LUIBS OBBID OHTHEOHIL LI SHLHT6)
LUBBTEGMB el sreuliubang.. Ministry of Women’s Affairs (2022) opfsems, “ICT
uuiBd Qums Ouewiger, ICT wuiBd Quprs Ousmisemenal 30% oiIFE uTUILILSM6NTL
CupiPepenny” eleid  GUUIGSHBH. M0 Bemeu  LeTaflaleuy  Sjeneyser ol HGW
o GIHLOWITE  LOTBBLD  SleuJHeMeT  (GHJ60H6NM60, SIILIAIRIS6TE, OBBID BHoLlbensuled
Ly Huel s ma.

Foo OQueniae ICT wuiBd (pambsefled Hevbdh CETETEHD Hobeysements UTTHHEUTSHI,
SIUTHET  @IBlenewibd  CHTHOHIL LUHMS SBBISOHTNEHD SiJeud OBE@ID &IPS
CeuefliL’ L &l. ep Ouewt LRGHBUTENT dnpfle]: “@& BHEG UHW 2 _60HlD (LesTerTev
pIRseT Gasluafsentas SmHCsTD, @UCuTsh mEIRsGa  &sBBIECsTHSHEBTD.”  Bg
QUILILIHSH ST 2 6uTenLOUITE  SDIHLULIT6NLOTSHS  OCIBTETETEUITLD.

alL @emmasulsd ICT aufl o Haum@bd OuUeHdsT ausIILIBGEHH60, LBevGsvefiwid SilalhsHa)
Bevd@HeT  aelumibsId  gender-inclusive development  616IB  H([HBHHET  HEOL (DD
QeuefiILmLTasll  LMTa&euTLD.

ICT eufl o (houm@ IBBD  eTeNienbmBHerie0 O (BLosbe,  GuemisefeT  Grev,
SaiabLllbems, LBBID Fips DMSSTIHH60 GeuallGaBgl. WedGaealwib EevdhE-3 &6t
SpliueL.  CrprédsdHEHiLar  Qomanihdl,  Seleutule] el DQeomensuller  GCLeTSHeNT
TP eICaTTH6T “HBeUsd Ul FWHMBe| DIMLUID Hme(LPewB™ 616w (h Ll
SIMLWITEMTHeNSLI  OILIMIS GTB6IT]T.

4. Wyeeny WBEID LIFHSIETE6T
ICT ereiug QuemidsEhd@ Goumild OFHTHEOHI LI SHHANITE SHIOVUTHI @(H Fepd CILITHENTHTY
alHmevF FHEHWTH aleMBGHIBHI  eTaLUMSHH ST (HHemer. HHalsd, psley, LOBEBID

OHTLIUTL6D 6B eIl  FnBISEHD  Benewihdl, OLewiseller CUTHEMTSHTT  Hlenevenul
2 WirHHICHTH, Sieufseler Feps GHTeneOUD 6UGILILI(HS IS 6T360T.
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wimpriumesst  omeul L $&Hler  GuemiseT  GpmPevpenanCaurflear  Siamitieumiset, [CT vweum®h
DIUTHMET HARNDLIHMBLOSHS OBBID SFWH MV SHHTHNTS  OTBYIILDNSHD  HTL(HE ST360T.
il BH@en WL G Bumslw Guesser, @UGuUTH Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram  Gumesi
Fepd 2L HHIB6T UPWTE 2 6085 FhendHuled LURGHBHemeary. B OLewismen “Lweime’”
Beveoullelmbal ‘@ musbHwmen” Bemevdhd (WSICEIBBISBH. DeUTHeM6r GT60, 66wNHLD,
LBEILD Fps SMmSHTL Ewmel ICT afl Qrmsmeadlaper. @ e (Lpeold SieuTael
SHHIGB6T UTDSHMBMUWS HTOL 6UQaUMSGD Hpenerll 6L 36T

a1eiBou  @ATeWILMDBemevs HTeydbEpld Lewillwied FHraysend Ouewiger ICT opfleursd Hogi
aumpHmasml ST I ILIGSHSHISBeT ealms 2 nHubGHHSamear. [CT Guemiaseer
AUTDSHEMNBUTED (LTl (PSS LOTBBHIBMET GJBLIGSHSHUIETNS: IIHLOTRT 2 WITa|, Fipd LMIG
SIFFFL, 1OBBID HATAIDLISHMmS aUeNTFS. @UDAPHTIBI FndBIBEHD UILILIGHHE06T DIQLILIDL
Fampisenmgd (Kabe er, 1999). ICT aufl OQuemise euenila (pga|dHefed LIKIGHMBLIGI DL (HLOGL6D,
G&OBLU (WY HaiIb ShEeH Grevev GeuefliubGsHsd CoTLmdlweTeney. @& L6evGsvefwid
olaBEHSH Bevds-3 Ber “Empowering Women through Participation” eteis  Gpréas s gL 6ot
wapewitsd @&HHILGuTaBa (UNDP, 2005).

96zpgwwid, ICT vweaLmliged o 6o Foumevs@hld OeuaiiiLhalement. Ul Eeomienduier
SFTolILBhSaied Sai@ild Smeuil 6aFdH GMBaUTE 2 6Tengl WIGIFT] SHeOL &6 LOBHBID
gngpad GoputGaser ICT vwem e, sHBESHeamer. Goed OuemiaseEndsd o flu ICT
LWIBE  auTWIISET (GHMBeUTH o 6ilenmerl. 6w OLUeiSeT @GHBOUS HL DD  SHTJeILoTSH
uWipdlseiev LRIGEBE (Wiguwimoed Gundleipen]. Feps LaliLmearm, Guiliurs Hilbert (2011)
SIUTH6T Fapflwg CuTel “OUeNIBERHE DIFHB CHTHEIL L Dipsley Chemeauulsdensv™ 616
utfedeulb  @eiemid  Hevaydmal.  @A@Curnep  UgFfewenset  ICT  euf)  Guemiaeir
QUIILIBHHHEN60 (LP(LPEMLOWITHS (1B TemT(HeU(HEUSH60  HemL UITS 6360

@saime  @etaumuley ICT  oBmid  OCuetideT aILLGSHH0 BenLufeorer 2 mene
UfbaI0smeTeuCHT(H oL (HLo606L, SIFFTRISLD BBID Fepsd  DIEMIOLILHET  6TeleuTs  E)FHement
AVILGSHS  (WPQUID  eTETUSBETET  OFBTeTend  UFHSHIDTHMEMUD  UPRIGHSHBH. UL
BAevmemauler Fepsd Fpemeoll QuThHH ICT ongrinenuieomer GUeKISeT auINILIBSHHE0 Q(h
HalHHIAUOTRT  DEmIG(penB BHemallILbGHHFBEH. DsTeugk “Digital Inclusion with Social
Sensitivity.”

WwaapHedeo, oFmhsd ICT o easlLewleny  (Infrastructure)  sugnliLBHHe0
SIUFWIDTEGLD. WITPLILTERID LOBHILD QI LOTHTEHH 6 SITOLLBHEIGST Eenamul eI genul
alfleubBsse0 Ouemiseier euenia (WPaICaBBSHIBETH DigliLienL & CoHemeuwm@b. National
Digital Economy Policy (2020-2030) @e1 &1, QuUeiiasenhsE GmBhd GFevalsd Eemewtul
aUFSH LBBID OLTENLIEL FTHIMISET GUPRIGLD HI L miHeT GomosmeteniiuL Gauewi(Bd. &6
eoeotd “Digital Divide” @empaésiinu@o (Tennakoon et al., 2022).

Byenimeusts, Ouemsendd [CT Hper Guwur’ @ (Digital Literacy) uuipdlser supmisliniL
Gouemi(po. ICTA (2022) opfidmas sriBeug Gumen, LuiBd Gummp Guewiser I[CT &
AU BHHMHTH  IHBD  LWSTUGSHFSBIT. 6116, DIFFTHISLD,  LIGOHEN60HBLDHMIBENT
LOBDBID  Feps  SemwlilseT Seneopk, Women in Digital Economy Centres o (peourds
Bouemi(hld. @FHe0 OuewIsEHHE e-commerce, e-marketing, digital payment, @b online
safety uBpw BeoL(pews LUIBHSBET eUIPMHISLILIL GUTLD.
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cwerpreausts, ICT Gev  umedenr  ougliienLuieomen  HewLHenem  6IHTOSTENEHD — FeLps
allfitiyemryey (wwmdse CHemeu. Fev Fepsmidaied GLmIS6MN6T Eenewruill LWLTH E)6Tenid
FH8saHBILaT UTTSSLILGEDBSE. B [CT nweaium enL weablmeownssd SHEBMHI. DIHene
wrBpeusBE, “Women and Technology Awareness Campaigns” clpsold & BLoLBIS6Tg0ID
FepsSHHVID CHTmB UTTeNaUmW 2 (houTdd Geuemr(BLD.

BTGIHTOUSHTH, CUeHIH6T CHTLHEOLPeN6aTe] aUMINILIBSHHEI0 SHITFTRISLD, SHONWTT Hens LOBBID
Felpd  IMIDLILB6T  Bemewihdh  dnl Lmewientd  (Public-Private Partnership) e (peumdsiiu
Gouemwi(hd. Lev PHmeuemise ICT eufl OuelidEndHE FBl SLGIH6T, DLETENEVT  FHDSD
HENHIG6T, WLBBID CHTPOBHIL L HBOTFMIHET GUPHIG (WPQUD. 2 HTFewiors, Women’s
Bank, Chamber of Commerce, wpgib ICTA @empbg  “Women Digital Entrepreneurship
Hub — Jaffna” Guneiis enowmisemen o (HeuTdaeurLb.

WHHTOUSHTH, Heneowmer alenj&d Revdb@&-5 (SDG S) Qa1 ongliuenuisd “Gender-inclusive
ICT Policy” e meundasiuL Geuemibd. @& Guewiser ICT giewpuied uUmIGGLBID
aFsHmad o WISHID BevdbGaen GjssiiuLesomd. sBGutensw ICTA Women in Tech
SHLLMIFSET QL OTHTMISHSHSSL LTajausBE CoHemeuwter B @HbsHb OBBID CsTeiemns
ST UpmISLILL Couewi(BLb.

SIBSHHHTH, Ouemisst ICT vwem e uTgIsTIY WwBEId auy afiyejener (Cyber
Awareness) GubUBHHe0 Sleudlwid. Fev GuewideT Senemiteul GCLTF DIe06VHI HEUMIT6OT
HBIH6T GPHH DFFD Hflelshsa). Bamad shds “Digital Safety for Women” ergmild
Hevald FHLmseT Ueell OBDID Fepd Henevselled DISPaLILGHSILL Gouewi(BHLb.

Guaudb ICT g gFeps Beveniay SHAIWTHL LIWGTLBHHBHIOUSBHTET HETHISET © (HEUTHBLILIL
GouewiBLd. wmpliumewid, HeMOBTFS BBID (PpevewevdSHailsd “Community ICT Hubs for
Women” 61603 eOOWMRISET  SIGHDSSLILILL TV, CLIIH6T  @(HeU(HBEET(HEUT — SHiEnILIeULD
uSIhH  QFmeTemayd LSHw  euemiled  euTWILILSeNT  SQUITWO|D  (pQujd. @&  Fepsd
aueneuLILTaiTeaTevlal  auellemLDemU DI BIfl &G LD.

®bs uflpsienrser 0eoGeueflwd ®evd@-3 et “OueNideT  FepsHHev UMGCHBSLD
auruiiysenen  alflouBssev” eem Crrésshaiaitb, SDG 5 @er “Achieve gender equality
and empower all women and girls” o3 @evdb@Lanid Devemdlaper. [CT auf o (Heum@ld
OQUemTH6T UILILIBSHH60, Bevmiensd SFFThsHHer “National Policy on Women (2014)” &ed
GBIUILOUL (Beitem  economic inclusion and decision-making empowerment @plaGameiaenern
SIMLUSBHTE HEOL (LPeDB UAWITHAD aN6THISHIBSI.

s opaler (e e Gxefeutsd ampeugl, ICT eaeamug e Seomienasuler LGS EHHE
Feps ellewemtaydbamen LgHuw sumuleons wrmlujetengl. CuUThEGU LIB@E wWmpLLment G &6l
ICT aufl smseT eaumpdmeenwl WBIFTOSHHIeTeeIT. Fevf Fml  OHTLHEOLPeN6Te|HMENTSH
OaTLmISWeTenerny. Fevf 19 L 60 alBUMISGS SH(HLIUeTener]. F60] Fepsd 6L SHmIH6NT60
el udljemer GBOETHTH GBI, Qe DMATHSBHID UMIIIBHHE06T LID 6UIQ6URISHET.

ICT auf) o houn@b @b LTBBLD, Ceumid EUTHEMTHTY all(HHENeOWITS DL (BLOGLEV, SHEVTFFT]Y
B o emaluled IBBLTSID alenhiGHBE. CUSHT HHBH6T GHJmev OGeuallLBGHHID
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SHNHMBL CUBBICTENET DIUTHET HHIGBENH DML WITENHNSH LOBIFTDLOSHS GBI, DIeUTH6N
ABurgl “sdaued OFTPOEHIUSHET  LwemelseT’ o600  “HB6UL  FePBHSH S 6
augeuemLoLiLITenaet.” oeugaet “Digital Sri Lanka” et Cadlw senalen (peGenmigsentas
LOIT (3185 BT B6OTIT. ®5166u 1060B6ve0TILILD SNBSS B60 (& B6rT 6T © _ GUTEMLOUITEIT
BHeBCaummTGD GCuemisefer meulled o 60udHdHdeT TBMBLD.

9 G 5HG|60601H6iT

Agarwal, S. (2018). ICT and women entrepreneurs in India: Opportunities and challenges.
Journal of South Asian Studies, 26(2), 115—-128.

Athapaththu, J. C., & Nishantha, B. (2021). Information and communication technology
adoption in SMEs in Sri Lanka: Current level of ICT usage and perceived barriers. In
Research anthology on small business strategies for success and survival (pp. 1040—
1052). IGI Global.

Castells, M. (2011). The rise of the network society (2nd ed.). John Wiley & Sons.

Charmaz, K. (2006). Constructing Grounded Theory. Sage Publications.

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five
Approaches (3rd ed.). Sage Publications.

EQUALS Global Partnership. (2021). Gender digital divide report 2021.
Galpaya, H. (2019). Understanding digital access and use in the global south. IDRC / IDL.
Galpaya, H. (2022). Gender and digital access gaps and barriers in Asia. UN Women.

Guest, G., Bunce, A., & Johnson, L. (2006). How many interviews are enough? An
experiment with data saturation and variability. Field Methods, 18(1), 59-82.

Haftkin, N., & Taggart, N. (2001). Gender, information technology and developing countries.
Academy for Educational Development.

Hilbert, M. (2011). Digital gender divide or technologically empowered women in developing
countries? A typical case of lies, damned lies, and statistics. Women's Studies

International Forum, 34(6), 479-489.

Huyer, S., & Hafkin, N. (2007). Engendering the knowledge society: Measuring women’s
participation. Orbicom—UNESCO.

ICTA Sri Lanka. (2022). Women in digital economy report.

83



Jaffna Chamber of Commerce. (2023). Entrepreneurship development in Northern Province.

Kabeer, N. (1999). Resources, agency, achievements: Reflections on the measurement of
women’s empowerment. Development and Change, 30(3), 435-464.

LIRNEasia. (2020, March). Poor digital awareness and skills are a barrier to internet use in
Sri Lanka: Policy brief.

OECD. (2019). Trends shaping education 2019. OECD Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1787/trends_edu-2019-en

Rahma, A., Ahmed, M. T., Masud, M. B., & Jahan, N. (2025). Key factors influencing
women's economic empowerment in rural Bangladesh: Insights and implications for
development policy.

Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. Oxford University Press.
Shaw, T. M., & Heard, K. A. (Eds.). The politics of Africa: Dependence and development.

Silva, K. T., Razaak, M. G. M., Herath, D., & Usoof-Thowfeek, R. (2018). Post-war
livelihood trends in northern and eastern Sri Lanka.

Tennakoon, T. M. A., Gunawardana, K. D., & Premaratne, S. P. (2022). Gender inequality in
digital transformation: Evidence from business process management industry in Sri
Lanka. International Journal of Governance and Public Policy Analysis, 4(1).

UNDP. (2005). Millennium development goals report.

UNDP. (2020). Digital transformation and women’s economic empowerment.

UN Women. (2021). Women in digital economy: Bridging the gender gap.

United Nations. (2015). Sustainable development goals report.

Wanigasinghe, L. (2023, March 8). DigitALL: Are Sri Lankan women abandoned in digital
transformation? IPS — Talking Economics / Southern Voice.

World Bank. (2021). Women and ICT in South Asia.

World Economic Forum. (2022). Global gender gap report 2022.

84


https://doi.org/10.1787/trends_edu-2019-en

