Brain into Business - Special Entrepreneurial Workshop
The Career Guidance Unit (CGU), Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo, in collaboration with the National Enterprise Development Authority (NEDA), organized a special entrepreneurial online workshop titled “Brain into Business” on 25th February 2026. The workshop was conducted as an initial step in a series of entrepreneurial capacity-building programmes designed specifically for undergraduates with disabilities of the Faculty of Arts.
This initiative was conceptualized by Dr. Shashini Ranabahu, Director of the Career Guidance Unit, Faculty of Arts, with the aim of encouraging undergraduates with disabilities to explore entrepreneurship as a viable career pathway and empowering them to develop their own business ideas and opportunities.
Around ten undergraduates with disabilities representing different academic years of the Faculty of Arts participated in the workshop. The programme aimed to introduce participants to entrepreneurship and help them understand how their ideas and interests could be developed into sustainable business ventures in the future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The workshop was conducted by Mr. Sasanka Weerarathna, Provincial Officer-in-Charge (Western, Uva, and North Central Provinces), who delivered a session on the fundamentals of entrepreneurship. His presentation covered topics such as the concept of business, the importance and benefits of entrepreneurship, and the mindset required to become a successful entrepreneur. He also explained the role of the National Enterprise Development Authority (NEDA) in supporting entrepreneurs through guidance, training programmes, assistance in developing business proposals, and financial support for promising ventures.
Participants were further informed that NEDA offers grants business proposals prepared according to the programme guidelines, encouraging young entrepreneurs to develop innovative and practical business ideas.
This workshop served as the starting point for a broader entrepreneurial development initiative, with plans to conduct follow-up physical workshops and mentoring sessions to further support students in developing their business ideas.
