IGNITE FAIR – 4, Undergraduate Entrepreneurs’ Sales Exhibition
IGNITE FAIR – 4, the Undergraduate Entrepreneurs’ Sales Exhibition, was successfully conducted for the fourth time by the Career Guidance Unit of the Faculty of Arts in collaboration with the Students’ Club of the Career Guidance Unit, Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo. The event was held on 16th June 2026 from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at the Faculty premises and featured 30 undergraduate entrepreneurs representing all academic years.
The exhibition was graced by the presence of Vice Chancellor Professor Indika Mahesh Karunathilake, Dean of the Faculty of Arts Professor Iresha Lakshman, and Director of the Career Guidance Unit, University of Colombo Professor Tissa Ravinda Perera. Also in attendance was Mr. Anura Fernando, Retired International Finance Professional and Co-Sponsor of the Neelamani Ariyapala Scholarship and ArtsUp Workshop, together with Heads and Coordinators of Departments and Units, senior academics, lecturers including members of the Career Guidance Unit Working Committee, Mr. T. Sureshkaanth, Senior Assistant Registrar, and a large number of undergraduates.
The programme commenced with the welcome address delivered by Dr. Shashini Ranabahu, Director of the Career Guidance Unit, Faculty of Arts, who emphasized the importance of creating opportunities for undergraduates to showcase their entrepreneurial talents. She also noted the remarkable growth of the initiative, stating that while the inaugural IGNITE FAIR featured 18 undergraduate entrepreneurs, the fourth edition successfully brought together 30 undergraduate entrepreneurs, reflecting the increasing interest in entrepreneurship among undergraduates.
Addressing the gathering, Professor Iresha Lakshman, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, underscored the value of developing entrepreneurial skills among undergraduates. She further highlighted her intention to support students interested in agriculture by creating opportunities for them to cultivate fruit and vegetable plants in pots and subsequently showcase and market them through platforms such as IGNITE FAIR, thereby promoting entrepreneurial engagement among undergraduates. She noted that programmes such as IGNITE FAIR contribute significantly to expanding career prospects and encouraging students to pursue entrepreneurial ventures alongside traditional career paths.
Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Anura Fernando, spoke about the growing importance of entrepreneurship in fostering self-employment and economic sustainability. He encouraged students to make full use of such opportunities to cultivate creativity, independence, innovation, and a sense of social responsibility.
The Vote of Thanks was proposed by Rev. Saddhananda Thero, President of the Students’ Club of the Career Guidance Unit, Faculty of Arts. He expressed sincere appreciation to all distinguished guests, participants, and organizers whose contributions played a vital role in making the event a success.
More than a venue for promoting products and services, IGNITE FAIR – 4 served as a valuable learning experience that inspired undergraduates to consider alternative career opportunities while strengthening their entrepreneurial spirit, leadership capabilities, and business acumen.
Sincere appreciation is extended to Ms. Taniya De Alwis for her dedication and commitment to the successful organization of the programme, as well as to the members of the Career Guidance Unit, Faculty of Arts, Working Committee and the Students’ Club for their teamwork, dedication, and hard work, which greatly contributed to the successful execution of the event. Finally, heartfelt gratitude is extended to all those whose support and involvement helped make IGNITE FAIR – 4 a remarkable success.Dr. Shashini Ranabahu
Director, CGU, Faculty of Arts
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